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IMPORTANT DATES
August 19:		Alternate K-PREP Combined Overview and Attainment Task (AT) Training 
Opens
September 16:	Transition Attainment Record (TAR) Training and Window Opens
October 18:		Alternate K-PREP Overview and AT Training Closes
October 21- 25:	AT Test Window 1 Materials Ship to Districts
November 4:		AT Test Window 1 Opens
November 4:		Student Registration Database (SRD) opens for Test Window 1, TAR and LCI  
December 13:	AT Test Window 1 Closes
December 20: 	SRD Closes for AT Test Window 1

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Documents/2012-13%20ALTERNATE%20K-PREP%20Calendar.pdf


ALTERNATE K-PREP COMBINED OVERVIEW/ATTAINMENT TASKS (AT) TRAINING (teacher participation required)
The 2013-14 Alternate K-PREP combined Overview Training/AT training and online quiz will be available on the afternoon of Monday, August 19. The training will consist of five sections; the Alternate K-PREP Overview/AT sections 1.1 and 1.2 will focus primarily on material from the overview. Sections 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 will provide material specific to the AT administration. An online quiz will be provided following the completion of training section 2.3. Once the quiz has been completed, confirm by printing then keep the certificate showing completion in the Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder (AAAF). This certificate should also be provided to the district administrator before the Attainment Tasks are handed over. The Administration Guide for the Alternate K-PREP Overview/AT is provided below along with a direct link to access the training.



http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx

Any teacher or administrator who had an Online Training System (OTS) account last year can use the same username this year (it will be your district e-mail address). You will need to provide the password abc123 the first time you log in. You will then have the option to reset that password to one you are more familiar with or the one used last year if you choose too. 


NEW TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS (new members only)
Any teacher who is administering the Alternate K-PREP for the first time will need to register for the online quiz site. This will also serve true for any administrator who will oversee or assist with Alternate K-PREP; this may include but is not limited to, the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) or Director of Special Education (DoSE). To register for the online training, complete the following steps:

1. Complete the Alternate K-PREP training section 2.3; select the quiz option located on the last slide (if trouble accessing see STEPS TO ACCESSING ONLINE TRAININGS below).
1. Select Register (on the left of the screen); provide the required information. 
1. Your username will be your school e-mail account; provide a password that is easy for you to remember.
1. Select “Register” at the bottom of the page.
1. This information will also be used for the Student Registration Database (SRD) that will allow score input this fall.

For additional questions, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.


STEPS TO ACCESS ONLINE TRAININGS
Previous trainings have often provided trouble for some first time users accessing the quiz site from the training site. In order to access the quiz, training model must be viewed as a slide show. Viewers will know they are in full slide show mode if they are able to hear the voice narration provided with these trainings. The following set of directions provide steps to access these trainings in full slide show mode:

1. When the training loads, select the “View” option on the tool bar at the top of the screen.
1. Select the “Slide Show” option; this will allow you to see the training at full screen instead of providing notes and slides on the left hand side of the screen.
1. If you have speakers, make sure they are on; these trainings are narrated.
1. Before you take your quiz, make sure that you have accessed the notes for each slide (I would print the PowerPoint, in the “print what” section select note pages). Some questions on the quiz will come from the notes.
1. Once you are viewing the training in slide show, the links will then become live.
If you have completed these steps and still are unable to link to the quiz, contact your technology coordinator to discuss a possible district proxy.

TESTING WINDOWS (repeat)
Kentucky will continue to administer Alternate Assessments in two testing windows as we have previously. However, due to feedback from teachers and administrators regarding the amount of time needed for quality instruction, the first testing window will not be held the last week of January to the first week of February as it has in the past. Starting this fall, we will move our first testing window to November and December, wrapping up before the Christmas break. This change allows teachers to offer the same amount of instructional time for standards represented in each window. Below are the two Attainment Task (AT) windows:

Window 1: November 4-December 13 (Student Registration Database will open November 4 and close December 20 for window 1).

Window 2: April 14-May 23 (Student Registration Database will open April 14 and close May 30 for window 2 and the TAR). No change to window 2 was made.


TRANSITION ATTAINMENT RECORD (TAR) WINDOW (repeat)
Another area of concern that was expressed to the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) was the time frame for the TAR to be administered. Many felt that minimizing the window to 2 months (March through May) did not allow schools/districts adequate opportunities to complete the assessment during the students’ Admissions/Release Committee (ARC) or Transition Team meetings as suggested by OAA. Therefore, the testing window for the TAR will begin in mid-September and continue through the end of the school year. Below is the TAR window for 2013-14:

TAR Window: September 16-May 23 (Student Registration Database to enter TAR scores will begin November 4 and remain open until May 30.)


ALTERNATE K-PREP CALENDAR 2013-14 (repeat)
All important dates regarding the 2013-14 Alternate K-PREP can be found in the attachment below. The calendar can always be found at the link located below the “Important Dates” heading at the top of this e-mail. 




OVERVIEW AND AT TRAININGS COMBINED (repeat)
Annual completion of all trainings/quizzes for the Alternate K-PREP are required by any teacher planning to administer the AT or TAR. The trainings are spread throughout the year making it difficult at times to keep track of when the trainings begin or end and if the quiz has already been completed. On August 19 the Overview and AT trainings will be combined and offered to teachers with students completing the Alternate K-PREP. This change reduces the trainings/quizzes by one and allows for more focus on instructional time (instead of additional time spent with trainings). This training will close October 18, before the first AT window begins. Only teachers with students in grades 8, 10 and 11 will have to complete a second training that will be provided in September (TAR).


TEACHER CERTIFICATIONS (repeat)
The 2013-14 administration will be the first year that teachers will be asked to submit a copy of their quiz certificate to their District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) or district administrator prior to the receipt of materials. Additional information will be provided as part of the Attainment Task materials sheets scheduled to arrive sometime the week of October 21.


GRADE 12 SOCIAL STUDIES (only impacts students in grade 12) (repeat)
One last concern expressed by high school alternate assessment teachers was that the grade 12 social studies standard 1 was not taught until the second half of the school year in the general education content area. This had a large impact on students who participated in a collaborative classroom setting due to the time the instruction occurred and the availability of the content. Social studies standard 1 at grade 12 has been relocated to standard 4. The attachment below displays how the arrangement of standards will now appear for grade 12 Social Studies.





REMINDER 


AAAF INFORMATION
The information provided below displays the required work within the Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder (AAAF). A PowerPoint presentation regarding entries for the AAAF can be found at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/kprep/Pages/AltAAAF.aspx
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