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ALTERNATE K-PREP ALIGNED TO KCAS FOR SCIENCE 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has worked with the Division of Next-Generation Learners, science consultants from the Division of Program Standards, Low Incidence Consultants (LIC) and teachers from each region to gather and confirm the selections for the new aligned science standards. In late July, the last step was to complete what is called a standards vetting process; that helped reduce the depth and complexity of the standards while maintaining alignment to the content in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards for Science.

The following attachments contain the Alternate K-PREP Aligned to KCAS for Science. Moving forward, the assessment for science will focus on the new standards. The information provided can be used as part of the classroom instruction. There is also a link provided at the bottom of each page that will direct the viewer to the progression of the standards from elementary to middle school, and from middle school to high school. These progressions are housed on the Alternate K-PREP Resources page found on the KDE web site.






ALTERNATE K-PREP SCIENCE ASSESSMENT PLANS FOR 2014-15
For the general education population, the science assessment at grades 4 and 7 will use a Norm Referenced Test (NRT) for the 2014-15 school year. The NRT at grades 4 and 7 will not be part of accountability. At high school, an End of Course (EOC) Biology assessment will continue and be part of accountability.

Since Alternate K-PREP does not use an NRT or EOC assessment, the following assessment plan will be used for Alternate K-PREP in 2014-15.

Grades 4 and 7
0. Administer an attainment task (12 questions total, based on new aligned science standards)
0. Test only during the second testing window (April 20-May 29, 2015)
0. Provide one work sample per standard to be included in the AAAF for the new standards
0. Teach the new science standards in any order this year

0. ASSESSMENT AT 4 AND 7 WILL BE FOR PARTICIPATION ONLY, NOT PART OF ACCOUNTABILITY.

Grade 11
0. Administer an attainment task (12 questions total, based on new aligned science standards)
0. Test only during the second testing window (April 20-May 29, 2015)
0. Provide one work sample per standard to be included in the AAAF for the new standards
0. Teach the new science standards in any order this year

0. QUESTIONS REGARDING ACCOUNTABILITY FOR GRADE 11 ARE STILL BEING DISCUSSED.

As this transition to the new standards takes place, OAA would like to emphasize that this process should occur in steps. It is recommended that the following steps be taken.
	
Step 1: Upon reviewing the new standards, discuss them internally with general education classroom teachers to assist in making determinations on how the content can be implemented. It will be a local decision to determine in what order you wish to teach the content this year. This is a wonderful opportunity to discuss with your general education science teachers their intentions for teaching the curriculum.

Step 2: In coming months, the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) plans to release additional instructional materials that will serve useful to assist in this transition. The Division of Learning Services, along with assistance from the Division of Support and Research, Division of Program Standards and low incidence consultants will work together to create materials to share.


To reiterate, for the upcoming school year the focus is science instruction. We encourage teachers to become familiar with the standards and to work with their general education teachers to develop how they will implement the new science standards in the classroom. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.
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