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IMPORTANT DATES
Aug. 17:	Alternate K-PREP Overview and Attainment Tasks Training Opens
Sept.14:	Transition Attainment Record (TAR) Training Begins
Sept.14:	TAR Administration Begins
Oct. 19-23:	Materials Ship for Test Window 1
Oct. 23:	Alternate K-PREP Overview and Attainment Tasks Training Closes
Nov. 2:	Test Window 1 Opens
Nov. 2:	Student Registration Database (SRD) Opens for Score Entry Window 1, Learner 
Characteristics Inventory (LCI) and TAR
Dec. 11:	Test Window 1 Closes
Dec. 18:	SRD for Window 1 Closes (Attainment Tasks Only, LCI and TAR will remain open)

LINK TO ALTERNATE K-PREP CALENDAR
http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Documents/2015-16%20Alternate%20K-PREP%20Calendar.pdf

ALTERNATE K-PREP COMBINED OVERVIEW/ATTAINMENT TASKS (AT) TRAINING TO OPEN (teacher participation required)
The 2015-16 Alternate K-PREP combined Overview Training/AT training and online quiz will be available the afternoon of Monday, August 17. The online trainings will be posted to the Alternate K-PREP Trainings page as they have in the past; however this year you will also be able to review a recorded training provided by Kevin O’Hair and Jaci Norman. The videos may take a few moments to load before they are active.

The training will consist of five sections; the Alternate K-PREP Overview/AT sections 1.1 and 1.2 will focus primarily on material from the overview. Sections 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 will provide material specific to the AT administration. An online quiz will be provided following the completion of training section 2.3. Once the quiz has been completed, confirm by printing, then keep the certificate showing completion in the Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder (AAAF).  This certificate should also be provided to the district administrator before the Attainment Tasks are handed over. The Administration Guide for the Alternate K-PREP Overview/AT is provided below along with a direct link to access the video and the training PowerPoints. The Overview/Attainment Task Training is scheduled to close Friday, October 23.



LINK TO RECORDED ALTERNATE K-PREP OVERVIEW VIDEO (new this year)
http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2015/Alt-K1_8-10-2015.mp4


LINK TO RECORDED ALTERNATE K-PREP ATTAINMENT TASK TRAINING VIDEO (new this year)
http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2015/Alt-K2_8-10-2015.mp4


LINK TO ALTERNATE K-PREP TRAINING PAGE
http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx


ACCESS TO ALTERNATE K-PREP SYSTEMS PAGE FOR OTS AND SRD
Any teacher or administrator who had an Online Training System (OTS) account last year can use the same username this year (it will be your district e-mail address).  You will need to provide the password abc123 the first time you log in. You will then be required to update your profile and change that password to include one provided by the teacher or administrator. 

NEW TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS (new members only)
Any teacher who is administering the Alternate K-PREP for the first time will need to register for the online quiz site. This will also serve true for any administrator who will oversee or assist with Alternate K-PREP; this may include but, is not limited to, the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) or Director of Special Education (DoSE). To register for the online site, complete the following steps:

1. Complete the Alternate K-PREP training section 2.3; select the quiz option located on the last slide (if trouble accessing see STEPS TO ACCESSING ONLINE TRAININGS below).
1. Select Register (on the left of the screen); provide the required information. 
1. Your username will be your school e-mail account; provide a password that is easy for you to remember.
1. Select “Register” at the bottom of the page.
1. This information will also be used for the Student Registration Database (SRD) that will allow score input this fall.

For additional questions, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.

ALTERNATE K-PREP CALENDAR 2015-16 (repeat)
All important dates regarding the 2015-16 Alternate K-PREP can be found in the attachment below. The calendar can always be found at the link located below the “Important Dates” heading at the top of this e-mail. 




ALTERNATE K-PREP ALIGNED TO KCAS FOR SCIENCE STANDARDS EXPANDED (repeat)
During the 2015 spring assessment the Alternate K-PREP Aligned to the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS) for Science were assessed for the first time. This first assessment was conducted on a smaller scale focusing on all six standards; consisting of two questions tied to each standard. 

New items are continuously being written for upcoming assessments. After an intense review of the standards as they were distributed this past year, the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) met in June to conduct a three day review of the standards for ways to make them broader with less focus on one particular area. The committee consisted of general education science teachers, teachers of science for the Alternate K-PREP, district consultants, and science experts from KDE. The intent of the review was to take the standards selected last summer by teachers across the state and make minimal expansions to assist in item development for the state assessment as well as the ability to branch out with instructional activities. The proposed changes to the standards are provided in the following attachment:




ALTERNATE K-PREP SCIENCE ASSESSMENTS FOR FALL 2015 AND SPRING 2016 (repeat)
So teachers can focus on understanding the content, science for the Alternate K-PREP will not be part of the school/district’s accountability for 2015-16.  There will be science assessments represented in both the fall and spring testing windows. Teachers will see a smaller scaled assessment that will focus on participation only at grades 4, 7 and 11.

INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE FOR ALTERNATE K-PREP ALIGNED TO KCAS FOR SCIENCE (repeat) 
The documents provided below display the order the standards will be assessed for the 2015-16 school year for grades 4, 7 and 11.






	Order of Assessment
	Science Content

	1 (Window 1)
	Earth Science

	2 (Window 1)
	Life Science 1

	3 (Window 1)
	Physical Science 2

	4 (Window 2)
	Life Science 2

	5 (Window 2)
	Engineering and Technology

	6 (Window 2)
	Physical Science 1




TRANSITION ATTAINMENT RECORD NO LONGER ADMINISTERED AT GRADES 8 AND 10 (repeat)
On Monday, June 29 Commissioner Holliday released information sharing with districts that the ACT Explore assessment would no longer be given at grade 8. The release also noted that the ACT Plan would no longer be administered at grade 10. To be consistent with state and federal mandates for all students including those participating in the Kentucky Alternate Assessment, the TAR (Alternate Assessment for ACT Explore, ACT Plan and The ACT) will no longer be administered at grades 8 and 10. The grade 11 TAR will continue administration to meet the requirements for The ACT, and will be offered at grades 12 and 14 for any student not meeting benchmark in reading and mathematics at grade 11 to fulfill the college readiness measure for accountability.
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