Division of Support and Research

DAC Monday E-Mail

July 2, 2012

IMPORTANT DATES 

June 16- July 31:
EOC Test Window #5

July 31:

Deadline for ACCESS for ELLs® Data Review 

Aug. 1 – Sept. 15:
EOC Test Window #1

QUESTION OF THE WEEK (DAC Action Required)  

Q:
Are the windows set for QualityCore® End-of-Course (EOC) exams for 2012-13 school year?
 

A:
The QualityCore® End-of-Course assessment state windows have been set for the 2012-13 school year.  An additional window has been added to the beginning of the school year to accommodate students completing summer courses.  The summer window was changed from closing July 30 to closing July 15 to provide time for data collection for reporting. 
  
State Windows 2012-13
· August 1-September 15 (new addition) 

· October 1-November 16 

· December 1-January 15 

· February 1-March 15 

· April 15-June 15 

· June 16-July 15 (change from 2011-12)
Students completing the course outside the state windows must test during the next window.  Within each window, schools choose a 10-day window (consecutive days) to complete the four tests, including make-up sessions.   

Students in a non-traditional setting (i.e., Self-Paced, Online Credit Recovery Courses), may test at any time during the established EOC state windows. School staff chooses one or two consecutive days per student(s) to complete sessions. 

Ordering Process 
  
To prepare for EOC testing, the following steps must be completed: Confirm Unit Usage, Create/Upload New Users and Teachers Create/Upload New Students, Create Class Test Rosters, Finalize Class Rosters. Teacher, student and school/district staff accounts created during the 2011-12 school year remain in the system.  Only new users to the system need to be created.

Schools wishing to test students during the early window, August 1-September 15, 2012, must have all the steps to ordering complete by the following schedule.

	Begin Testing the Week
	Deadline for Ordering (completing all steps of the ordering process)

	August 1
	July 5

	August 6
	July 9

	August 13
	July 16

	August 20
	July 23

	August 27
	July 30

	September 3
	August 6

	September 10
	August 13


UPCOMING CIITS WEBCAST ON CREATING AND SHARING DISTRICT CURRICULUM
A key feature of CIITS is the Instructional Materials Bank; this tool can effectively support your implementation of district wide curriculum and resources. Join KDE for a webcast on Tuesday, July 11 at 2:00 p.m. ET and learn how to create and save your district’s resources, instructional units, curriculum units and curriculum in CIITS as well as how to ensure that teachers across your district can access these materials quickly and easily. 

The webcast can be accessed through this link: mms://video1.education.ky.gov/encoder3a . Questions may be submitted at kdeciitsmailbox@education.ky.gov. 

The webcast will be recorded and archived for those who cannot participate live. The link for the archived webcast will be sent when available. Please share this with others in your district who you think may be interested.

2012 ACCESS FOR ELLs® DATA FOR REVIEW (DAC Action Required) (repeat)

ACCESS test results have been received by the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) from the winter 2012 testing of LEP students. These results are used to calculate the counts for “Progress” and “Attainment” in the federal Title III Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAO) report. Districts had the opportunity earlier to review this data with MetriTech (test vendor). As part of a final check of this data the results are now available in an electronic form for your review one last time. KDE anticipates that this review will be fairly quick for most districts. In some cases, to help focus the review KDE has noted a few students that seem problematic. 

HOW TO GET THE DATA 
Go to the KDE secure application site (http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/ ). 

Use the attached DOWNLOAD instructions to download the appropriate file.
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File name is:

SD12_ [your district number] _ [your district name] _LEP_ACCESS_Review.xls 

(Do not change the name of the file.)

WHAT TO DO WITH THE DATA

There are five tabs in the workbook:

INTRO- Describes the workbook content and expectations.

SUMMARY- One page of counts for your district and state totals.

DETAILS- A listing of all of your LEP ACCESS tested and expected to be tested students.

ANNOTATION- A listing of the few questionable tested students and an area for comments.

FILE LAYOUT- Explanation of the file structure/organization.

Review the first four tabs in the workbook, paying careful attention to any annotations that KDE has made. As you review the data, any discrepancies, changes, or comments/explanations need to be made in the workbook itself.

If no changes are needed, please send an e-mail to David.Curd@Education.ky.gov stating that no changes are needed for your district LEP ACCESS data.

HOW TO RETURN THE CHANGED DATA

If changes have been made to the file, it must be uploaded to KDE’s secure upload portal at https://applications.education.ky.gov/WebUpload/login.aspx 
Use the attached UPLOAD instructions to submit changes. 
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File name is:

SD12_ [your district number] _ [your district name] _LEP_ACCESS_Review.xls

The deadline for uploading the workbook or sending an e-mail is July 31 at close of business.

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS MEASURES (repeat from Special DAC e-mail)

The state of Kentucky is focused on making college and career readiness a reality for every Kentucky student. With this focus, Senate Bill 1 was enacted in 2009. To identify students as college and career ready, the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) has identified indicators of readiness that include student’s meeting: 1) the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education’s Systemwide Benchmarks on the ACT in Reading, English and Mathematics; or 2) the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education’s College Placement Test Benchmarks; or 3) career measures in an academic area and a technical area.

College and Career Readiness Accountability Measure

The College and Career Readiness Rate (CCRR) is a collection of data that will be a collaborative effort between the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) and the Office of Career and Technical Education (OCTE). While a readiness rate has been reported publicly for two years, fall 2012 is the first year the CCRR will be included in Kentucky’s accountability system, Unbridled Learning: College/Career Readiness for All. The CCRR represents 20% of Next-Generation Learners at the high school level. The CCRR rate (16%) at the middle school level is based on EXPLORE scores. The high school CCRR is produced annually based on graduation. It is important that all districts and schools are aware of the process and know which person in each agency to contact. With responsibilities falling under two different offices it is also important that district and school staff are aware of their role in this process. To this end, OAA and OCTE have combined to publish this message to make certain that the entire process, including roles and responsibilities, are understood by all.

The following chart outlines the indicators of readiness approved by the Kentucky Board of Education.
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A college ready student meets the benchmarks on ACT in English (18), Mathematics (19) and Reading (20) or passed a college placement test, either COMPASS [English – Writing Skills (74), Mathematics (36) and Reading (85)] or KYOTE [Reading (20), Writing (6) Mathematics (22) Algebra (14), Calculus (TBA)].   Students who fail one or more measures on ACT, but pass the corresponding measure on one of the placement tests are college ready.

A career ready student is preparatory (has completed two credits and is enrolled in a third credit) for a CTE career major (sequence of progressive, non-duplicative courses that result in earning four credits), and has received either an industry certification or Kentucky Occupational Skill Standards Assessment (KOSSA) certificate, related to their career major, and has received either a silver certificate level on ACT WorkKeys or scored a 50 AFQT on the ASVAB. A score of 50 AFQT is new. (Last year 55 AFQT was used in reporting). The Office of Assessment and Accountability has worked with the U.S. Military and staff at the Pentagon to determine the appropriate scale score on ASVAB to use as an indicator of career ready academic. Research results determined that the new score was appropriate for accountability. 

A college and career ready student is preparatory for a CTE career major, has received either an industry certification or KOSSA certificate, and has qualified to be college ready based on the above definition.
Data Collection

College readiness data is collected through state-level files that are sent directly to OAA.  Districts and Schools do not have a manual data entry process for any of the college readiness measures.  Schools will be given the opportunity to review and submit changes to this data through the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application, before the report is made public.

Career readiness data is collected through the Technical Education Database System (TEDS), which is the authoritative source for all career readiness data.  Based on the definition of career readiness, schools will only be able to enter data on those students enrolled in CTE courses. Data for some measures will need to be manually entered. 

· Industry certifications must be manually entered. 

· ASVAB data is being collected by OAA from schools and will export to TEDS for students that can be matched. However, schools have been asked to manually enter AFQT scores into TEDS through the Career Readiness screen to ensure data reliability. Uploaded data will not overwrite data which is manually entered.

· WorkKeys and KOSSA data will be uploaded by KDE through a state-level file later this summer.  This data will be available in TEDS for review after the upload is complete. Districts and schools will be given an opportunity to review this data in SDRR, before the report is made public. 

Discrepancies in the data must, however, be changed in TEDS.  Schools are required to maintain records of all career readiness data for data monitoring purposes.  Career Readiness data must be entered into TEDS by July 31, 2012.  Schools will have the opportunity to make corrections to this data until October 1, 2012.  

District/School Staff Roles

District Assessment Coordinators – DACs will be given access to CCR data through an OAA data review process.  DACs will need to review college readiness data and submit changes using OAA’s process.  DACs will also review career readiness data and communicate needed career readiness data changes or questions to the CTE Coordinator(s) for the district/school.  

CTE Coordinators – CTE Coordinators will be the main point of contact for data related to the career readiness measures.  CTE Coordinators will need to provide data to TEDS Coordinators in the districts/schools to enter into TEDS.  It is important that CTE Coordinators collaborate with both DACs and TEDS Coordinators to ensure that career readiness data is being reported, reviewed, and finalized by the deadlines.

TEDS Coordinator – TEDS Coordinators are responsible for entering and reviewing all career readiness data in TEDS.  This data includes student objective, student enrollments, ASVAB, WorkKeys, KOSSA, and Industry Certifications.  Only those students enrolled in TEDS as preparatory students, with the corresponding data will be reported for career readiness.  TEDS Coordinators will also make changes to TEDS based on feedback from DACs and CTE Coordinators.

Additional Resources

More information for the CCR report can be viewed by going to the following link:

http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/reports/guide/CCR.doc
Information on how to enter career readiness data into TEDS can be found by going to the following link and accessing the KDE (Whitaker) folder in the downloads section:

https://teds.ky.gov 

A training video on the TEDS Career Readiness screen has been recorded and posted at:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Career+and+Technical+Education/College+and+Career+Readiness/ 

A listing of Industry Certifications can be found at the following link:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Career+and+Technical+Education/Skill+Standards+and+Assessments/Industry+Certificates+for+College+and+Career+Readiness.htm 

For questions or additional information about college and career readiness data collection, contact: 

KDE Assessment and Accountability 
Ken Draut – Associate Commissioner, Assessment and Accountability

Kevin Hill – Director, Assessment Design and Implementation

Rhonda Sims – Director, Assessment Support and Research

KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov or 502-564-4394

KDE Career and Technical Education

Dr. Dale Winkler – Executive Director, Career and Technical Education

Laura Arnold – Branch Manager, College and Career Readiness

Pamela Moore – KOSSA Coordinator

Kiley Whitaker – TEDS Coordinator –Main point of contact for questions related to Career Readiness data.

Kiley.Whitaker@education.ky.gov or 502-564-3775
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CIITS SUMMER CHANGES (repeat)

Prior to the start of the 2012-13 school year, enrollment numbers and Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) in CIITS will show low numbers or zeroes during the summer months. This occurs as the old school year closes enrollment data and the new school year’s enrollment has not begun. KPIs are based on Current Enrollment which changes to reflect the new school year. KPIs and enrollment numbers will reflect correct figures on the first day of school. 

While the KPIs may reflect low numbers, the data is all still available through the School and District Data Module.  To view reports from previous school years, a school or district administrator should select “Total Enrollment” as opposed to “Current Enrollment” and make certain that the 2011-12 school year is selected.
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