Division of Support and Research

DAC Monday E-Mail

July 30, 2012

IMPORTANT DATES 

June 16-July 31:
EOC Test Window #5

July 30-Aug. 17:
EXPLORE/PLAN Ordering Application Open (Will Open This Week)
July 31:
Deadline for ACCESS for ELLs® Data Review 

Aug. 1-Sept. 15:
EOC Test Window #1

Aug. 31:
Deadline for ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators’ Passwords

July 30-Aug. 8:
Grades 3-8 (K-PREP and Alternate K-PREP) Data Cleanup in SDRR

Aug. 20-29:
High School Data Cleanup (EOC, Writing On-Demand at Grades 10 and 11, ACT Spring 2012 Grade 11 Administration, Alternate K-PREP) in SDRR

Aug. 22-29:
College and Career Readiness Measures for Graduates Available for Data Review 
K-PREP DATA REVIEW IN SDRR

There is currently a systemic issue in the Student Data Review and Reporting System (SDRR) with students marked as Alternate Assessment and Free/Reduced Lunch. SDRR will be closed while programmers work to fix this data. 

Work on all areas of SDRR may continue when the system re-opens on Tuesday. If other data issues appear, please contact dacinfo@education.ky.gov for assistance.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Q:
When will ACT Principal Verification and Establishment Packets/Test 

Accommodations Materials arrive?

A:
ACT testing for spring 2013 is scheduled for Tuesday, March 5, 2013 as the Initial Test Date, Tuesday, March 19, 2013 as the Makeup Test Date, and the Accommodation Window (ACT-Approved and State-Allowed) March 5 through 19, 2013. To begin the process, principals will receive a Principal Verification Letter (and e-mail) the week of July 30. It is important that ACT has the correct contact information for high school principals.

The week of September 3, high school principals will receive Test Center Establishment Packets. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be provided with a link to the KDE site that allows them to access PDF copies of these materials. Included in the packets will be instructions to appoint a Test Supervisor, Back-up Test Supervisor, and Test Accommodations Coordinator. Information for each person appointed and registration information for each person appointed will be provided. Registration information for Test Administration Training Sessions will be made available. Test Administration Training will be offered in-person November 7 and 8 and later by on-demand video.

Principals will distribute the each of the packets that will include procedural documents to apply for ACT-Approved Accommodations and information on ordering State-Allowed Accommodations materials (online). A link to a web-based TAC training video will also be provided, which will be posted on the KDE website. These packets will be labeled “Appointed Testing Staff” and all staff will receive the same materials.
EXPLORE/PLAN ONLINE ORDERING SYSTEM TO OPEN THIS WEEK

The EXPLORE/PLAN online ordering system will open the week of July 30. Information and step-by-step directions will be provided in a Special DAC E-Mail.
ALTERNATE K-PREP REPEATS TWO TEST WINDOWS
The original intent of the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) was to switch the 2012-13 Alternate K-PREP from two testing windows to three. After further review and feedback from the field, KDE decided to stay with two test windows. This will allow more time to provide additional reviews on Attainment Tasks being developed both internal and external as well as field testing the items with substantial time to make changes recommended by teachers.

The official testing window dates will be as follows:

Test Window 1: January 22-February 22, 2013

Test Window 2: April 8-May 24, 2013

ALTERNATE K-PREP CALENDAR 2012-13

All important dates regarding the 2012-13 Alternate K-PREP can be found in the attachment below. These dates are specific to training dates and deadlines as well as test window administrations. If you have any questions please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 
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SCHOOL REPORT CARD AND 2012 REPORTING: VIDEO RESOURCE 

Kentucky’s new School Report Card will be used to report data in fall 2012 for Kentucky’s new assessment and accountability system. Ken Draut and Rhonda Sims have filmed a presentation on this topic. It is available by streaming video at the following link: mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2012/School_Report_Card_7-27-12.wmv. The PowerPoint used in the video is attached. Note: This presentation is similar to a session provided at the Kentucky Association of School Administrators (KASA) in Louisville earlier this month.
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NEXT-GENERATION STUDENT COUNCIL

In order to gain valuable feedback from Kentucky students and to engage student leaders in learning by doing, Education Commissioner Terry Holliday created the Next-Generation Student Council. 

This group meets with the commissioner and Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) staff, both in person and virtually, to discuss how decisions made at the state level are affecting students throughout Kentucky and provide feedback--from a student perspective--on critical issues impacting Kentucky students and schools.

The Next-Generation Student Council is a year-long program for Kentucky public school students in grades 10-12. The council will play a vital role in providing input regarding issues that face education in Kentucky and work with KDE staff to develop ideas that will work to improve and transform education.

The council seeks students with refreshing ideas and thoughtful insight into how to further improve our schools and student achievement. As such, all students are encouraged to apply in order to represent the diverse academic, geographic, demographic and school-size variables particular to our state.

Students can click here to access the application and FAQs for the council. Please encourage students to read the FAQs prior to completing the application. KDE will accept applications for the 2012-13 Next-Generation Student Council from August 1-31. The deadline to apply is Friday, August 31 by 4:30 p.m. ET.
A committee of KDE representatives will review and score all applications based on the answers provided. Appointments to the council will be based on how well the applicants communicated their ideas and goals. Four students will be selected for the openings on the council to serve during the 2012-13 school year.
Commissioner Holliday looks forward to working with the 2012-13 council and using the time together to generate results-oriented dialogue and solutions.
For questions please contact Stephanie Siria at stephanie.siria@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4201, ext. 4817.

DATA REVIEW FOR K-PREP GRADES 3-8 IS NOW OPEN (repeat July 30 Special DAC E-Mail)

The importance of data accuracy remains a top priority and time has been built into the reporting schedule to allow critical data checks at the local level before public reporting. Today’s release of student level information in the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application is the first phase of the data review process for 2012 reporting.

Data cleanup opportunities are critical to accurate public reporting. OAA encourages DACs to have BACs and other appropriate staff to assist with this work.  

The K-PREP Grades 3-8 student level information is open for review in SDRR from July 30-August 8 at 5:00 ET. This review also includes grade 3-8 students participating in Alternate K-PREP. Since changes must be processed and occasionally require follow up from the school or district level, it is imperative that changes be requested as early in the data review window as possible. 

The student level information loaded into SDRR does NOT contain test scores. The information allows schools and districts to verify accountability and student demographics. 

PRIORITIZING YOUR WORK

School and districts may review all available student information. OAA encourages focus on these priorities.

· Step 1 Accountability (Priority One)

· Confirm your 100 day students that will contribute to your district or school accountability.

· Indicate any non-100 day students that should be removed from your accountability.

· Step 2 Demographics (Priority Two)

· Check free-reduced lunch and students with disability status (IEP), since these have potential to change over time. 

· Confirm ethnicity and race categories.

RESOURCES

A brief video is available highlighting how to use SDRR to do the grade 3-8 data review. The streaming video is available at the following link:

mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2012/KPREP_7-27-2012.wmv
The PowerPoint used in the video and a SDRR Manual are available on the KDE website at http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/Tools+and+Resources/Student+Data+Review+and+Reporting+Application.htmSeveral 

PowerPoint notes are visible when the PowerPoint is viewed in the “Notes Page” mode.

You will find it helpful to view the video before accessing SDRR and beginning your data review work.

ACCESSING SDRR

SDRR is available at the following link:

https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/ 

The local district WAAPOC establishes the password access to the SDRR application. Please contact your WAAPOC if you are not able to access SDRR.

Additional questions may be asked of the Division of Support and Research by e-mail or phone at dacinfo@education.ky.gov or by phone at 502-564-4394.
EXPLORE AND PLAN MATERIALS ORDERING (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) (repeat)
The EXPLORE/PLAN test window for fall 2012 is Monday, September 17 through Friday, September 28. KDE and ACT are working together to provide an online EXPLORE/PLAN ordering application. The application will be available for data entry July 30 through August 17 [Opening has been delayed]. Information and step-by-step directions will be provided at that time. 
DACs are encouraged to jump start the data collection process by collecting information now that will be needed for ordering later this summer. Specifically, DACs or their designees will be asked to provide the following data for each school administering EXPLORE at grade 8 or PLAN at grade 10. DACs usually need the assistance of school-based staff to determine the number of accommodated testing materials (i.e., Braille, large-print and audio CD) needed.

	Quantity
	Test Materials
	
	Quantity
	Test Materials

	 
	PLAN TEST MATERIALS PACKAGE
	
	 
	EXPLORE TEST MATERIALS PACKAGE

	 
	Additional Test Materials
	
	 
	Additional Test Materials

	 
	PLAN TEST BOOK 32A - BRAILLE
	
	 
	EXPLORE TEST BOOK 05A - BRAILLE

	 
	PLAN TEST FORM 32A - AUDIO CD
	
	 
	EXPLORE TEST FORM 05A - AUDIO CD

	 
	PLAN TEST FORM 32A - READERS SCRIPT
	
	 
	EXPLORE TEST FORM 05A - READERS SCRIPT

	 
	PLAN TEST PACKET 32A - LARGE PRINT
	
	 
	EXPLORE TEST PACKET 05A - LARGE PRINT

	 
	Supplemental
	
	 
	Supplemental

	 
	PLAN CLASS/GROUP HEADER
	
	 
	EXPLORE CLASS/GROUP HEADER

	 
	WHY TAKE PLAN (SPANISH TRANSLATION)
	
	 
	WHY TAKE EXPLORE (SPANISH TRANSLATION)

	 
	USING YOUR PLAN RESULTS (SPANISH TRANSLATION)
	
	 
	USING YOUR EXPLORE RESULTS (SPANISH TRANSLATION)


IMPORTANT DATA CLEANUP FOR ACCOUNTABILITY (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) (repeat)
The Office of Assessment and Accountability is working to finalize the data reporting schedule for fall 2012 so that DACs can update planning calendars and alert appropriate building level staff. Dates are still tentative and may shift if the receipt of data files is delayed. As always, the importance of data accuracy remains a top priority. Time has been built into the schedule to allow critical data checks at the local level before public reporting. 

Student information for local review will be available in phases within the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application. The anticipated schedule to verify accountability and student demographics is divided by levels and assessments.

· July 30-August 8
Grades 3-8 (K-PREP and Alternate K-PREP only) available in SDRR. Note: EXPLORE data was reviewed earlier this year. 

· August 20-29
High school cleanup (EOC courses, Writing On-Demand at grades 10 and 11, ACT spring 2012 grade 11 administration, Alternate K-PREP grades 9-12) available in SDRR.

· August 22-29
College and Career Readiness measures for graduates will be available for review using a spreadsheet process and TEDS for career measures.

These data cleanup opportunities are critical to accurate public reporting. OAA encourages DACs to have BACs and other appropriate staff available to assist with this work. Detailed instructions will be provided before each cleanup phase. Because changes must be processed and occasionally require follow up from the school or district level, it is imperative that changes be requested as early in the review window as possible. 

OAA anticipates the release of final data to schools and districts in late September with public reporting to follow in mid-October.
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