Division of Support and Research

DAC Monday E-Mail

August 6, 2012

IMPORTANT DATES 

July 30-Aug. 8:
Grades 3-8 (K-PREP and Alternate K-PREP) Data Cleanup in SDRR

July 30-Aug. 17:
EXPLORE/PLAN Ordering Application Open 

Aug. 1-Sept. 15:
EOC Test Window #1

Aug. 20-29:
High School Data Cleanup (EOC, Writing On-Demand at Grades 10 and 11, ACT Spring 2012 Grade 11 Administration, Alternate K-PREP) in SDRR

Aug. 22-29:
College and Career Readiness Measures for Graduates Available for Data Review 
Aug. 31:
Deadline for ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators’ Passwords

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Q:
Will the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) host a Quality Control day Frankfort before data release this year?

A:
No. OAA will NOT host a face-to-face Quality Control day this year.  OAA is designing activities and training for quality control that can be facilitated within the local district.  OAA is working on the September calendar for data tasks and will have details available closer to September. 

INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS REGULATION UPDATE

Fall testing this year will open under the 2009 version of the Inclusion of Special Populations Regulation.  The updated version still has two legislative review committees to pass before becoming final. It is expected to be final in late September or early October.  OAA will have new trainings available once the regulation is final. Districts will need to schedule new trainings for staff once the regulation is in place since the next EOC and ACCESS for ELLs® windows will be impacted and fall under the new regulation. If you have questions please contact Cindy Greer at cindy.greer@education.ky.gov.  

WIDA AMPLIFIED STANDARDS CONFERENCES

WIDA is hosting a series of conferences around the country allowing educators to explore the new publication of the WIDA Amplified Standards. WIDA’s vision for these conferences is for educators to gather and unite in building a plan for successful implementation of language development standards and enthusiasm for focusing on the needs of language learners throughout our educational communities. In addition to hearing exciting keynotes, engaging in activities, questioning a panel of local practitioners, and entering raffles, participants will:
· Discuss how to infuse language development standards into their
practice

· Explore connections to the Common Core State Standards

· Reflect on the sociocultural context of classrooms

· Connect with colleagues and other experienced educators

For more information on WIDA Amplified Standard Conferences see attachment.


[image: image1.wmf]
ACCESS FOR ELLS® TESTING WINDOW

The 2012-13 testing window for ACCESS for ELLs® will occur January 2-February 8, 2013. For more information see attached schedule.
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ACT PRINCIPAL VERIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENT PACKETS/TEST ACCOMMODATIONS MATERIALS (repeat)
ACT testing for spring 2013 is scheduled for Tuesday, March 5, 2013 as the Initial Test Date, Tuesday, March 19, 2013 as the Makeup Test Date, and the Accommodation Window (ACT-Approved and State-Allowed) March 5 through 19, 2013. To begin the process, principals will receive a Principal Verification Letter (and e-mail) the week of July 30. It is important that ACT has the correct contact information for high school principals.

The week of September 3, high school principals will receive Test Center Establishment Packets. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be provided with a link to the KDE site that allows them to access PDF copies of these materials. Included in the packets will be instructions to appoint a Test Supervisor, Back-up Test Supervisor, and Test Accommodations Coordinator. Information for each person appointed and registration information for each person appointed will be provided. Registration information for Test Administration Training Sessions will be made available. Test Administration Training will be offered in-person November 7 and 8 and later by on-demand video.

Principals will distribute the each of the packets that will include procedural documents to apply for ACT-Approved Accommodations and information on ordering State-Allowed Accommodations materials (online). A link to a web-based TAC training video will also be provided, which will be posted on the KDE website. These packets will be labeled “Appointed Testing Staff” and all staff will receive the same materials.

DISCOVERY EDUCATION INTERIM ASSESSMENT DATA ADDED TO CIITS (SENT BY DR.HOLLIDAY) (repeat)

The Kentucky Technology Readiness Survey gathers helpful information from school districts and this includes information about online interim assessment packages currently being used in each district. The most recent survey shows MAP is currently being used in 107 school districts and this data has been added to CIITS. KDE is now partnering with Discovery Education to add Discovery Education Assessment data (formerly PAS/ThinkLink), currently being used in 68 school districts, to CIITS. The most efficient way to accomplish this is a direct data transfer of student data from Discovery Education to Schoolnet, our CIITS vendor. 

 

In accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), districts that would like to have their Discovery Education Assessment data included in CIITS must provide authorization by completing the attached form. Please return the signed agreement to our CIITS product manager, Joe McCowan, joseph.mccowan@education.ky.gov, by Friday, August 31, 2012 for inclusion in CIITS. Data will be updated on a quarterly basis.
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Message to Superintendents and Principals (sent by Dr. Holliday) (repeat)  
School Report Card – New Look for 2011-12 Data

Later today, the School Report Card contacts in your districts will receive information about the Quality Assurance process related to that initiative. The information below is designed to keep you in the loop on the work around the new School Report Card.

The public release of the School Report Card is set for mid- to late October 2012. The 2011-12 Report Card will include new accountability data as well as significant online enhancements. 

On August 1, the URL for the Quality Assurance (QA) environment will be sent to School Report Card contacts in each school district. This will enable them to preview the new School Report Card. Data is limited at this time, but it does provide an opportunity to become familiar with the new structure and begin reviewing profile and learning environment data. 

New data will be loaded as it becomes available; all data will be available by early October, and schools will be notified for the final review before public release. Access to the School Report Card QA site is restricted to network users; users outside the KETS network will not be able to access the site until it becomes public. 

The link to the 2011-12 Data Collection Tool will be sent out at the same time; this tool is used to collect required data not collected elsewhere. There will be less data collected this year (for instance, no narrative is required), but the collection tool is similar to previous years.

School Report Card data includes:

· Profile – includes district/school name, address, SBDM members , BOE members, school-defined graphic/picture, location on state map and mapped coordinates (as defined through Front Door initiative)

· Learning Environment – includes data on students, teachers, community and safety 

· Coming Soon –  Assessment, Accountability & Delivery (new tabs and new data)

If you have questions about the new School Report Card, e-mail KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov or contact Jay Roberts at (502) 564-9853.

Impact for DACs

The new SRC is the structure that will report Kentucky’s new assessment and accountability system, Unbridled Learning: College/Career-Ready for All.  KDE will no longer produce a separate Kentucky/Interim Performance Report with results for schools and districts. Instead, results will be displayed within the new SRC.  When data are released to schools and districts in late September-early October before public reporting, DACs and other appropriate school and district staff will access the reports within the SRC.  

SRCCs and DACs may preview the card at the direct link http://appq1.education.ky.gov/src. This link is a QA site ONLY. It is only accessible when logging on through the KETS network.  If you try to access the link from home, it will not work.

To learn more about 2012 accountability and assessment reporting in the new SRC, a video with presenters Ken Draut and Rhonda Sims is available at the following link:  mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2012/School_Report_Card_7-27-12.wmv.  The PowerPoint used in the video can be downloaded from the KDE website in the Monday DAC E-Mail for July 30, 2012 at http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/Communications/DAC+Monday+Emails+July+2012+-+December+2012.htm.

While most data will be loaded into the new SRC from the state level, it is still necessary for some data to be collected from the local school and district level.  DACs will have opportunity to review assessment and accountability data and SRCCs will still manage the local data collection.

Impact for SRCCs

To begin the data collection process, each new School Report Card Contact (or a veteran) will first need your District WAAPOC to give you an ID and a password to access the KDE Secure Applications Site at https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/ .  The WAAPOC will also need to give you the right to access the School Report Card Collector (the old School Report Card Application).

Once you are able to access this application, use the Pull Down menu at the top to locate your district. When you have selected a district, a list of your schools will appear. If one of your schools is absent or if a school is listed that has been closed, please contact Jay Roberts (jay.roberts@education.ky.gov ) immediately. Click on the link at the upper right to see the School Report Card (as it will look).

Learn more about the data fields that you need to fill into the School Report Card Collector, by viewing the Item-by-Item Descriptions of School Report Card information at http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/About+Schools+and+Districts/School+Report+Cards/Itembyitem+Descriptions+of+School+Report+Card+Information.htm .

Jay Roberts will be sending out periodic e-mails to SRCC that introduce other resources and provide answers to general questions or problems. Otherwise, feel free to e-mail Jay with any questions whenever you need assistance. The data entry in the Report Card Collector will need to be completed, before the School Report Cards are opened in late September for Quality Assurance. Data entry will close at end of business (5:00 PM ET) Friday, September 21.

Communication with the Appropriate Person

If you are no longer the School Report Card Contact, please share this e-mail with the person(s) in your district office who need to be receiving these communications.  Please notify Jay Roberts with the name of the new SRCC at jay.roberts@education.ky.gov.

K-PREP DATA REVIEW (REMINDER) (repeat)
Schools and districts are in Day 6 of Data Review for K-PREP Grades 3-8.  The Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application closes for new tickets and cleanup requests on August 8 at 5:00 ET.  There are 2 work days remaining. This review also includes grades 3-8 students participating in Alternate K-PREP. 

Since changes must be processed and occasionally require follow up from the school or district level, it is imperative that changes be requested as early in the data review window as possible. 

Since the data review opened on Monday, July 30, OAA staff has corrected systemic issues in the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application, with students marked as Alternate Assessment and Free/Reduced Lunch and filters at the school level. If other data issues appear, please contact dacinfo@education.ky.gov for assistance.

Thank you for your continued work with data review. 

Data Review Focus

The student level information loaded into SDRR does NOT contain test scores.  The information allows schools and districts to verify accountability and student demographics. 

PRIORITIZING YOUR WORK

School and districts may review all available student information. OAA encourages focus on these priorities.

· Step 1   Accountability (Priority One)

· Confirm your 100 day students that will contribute to your district or school accountability.

· Indicate any non-100 day students that should be removed from your accountability.

· Step 2   Demographics (Priority Two)

· Check free-reduced lunch and students with disability status (IEP), since these have potential to change over time.       

· Confirm ethnicity and race categories.

Resources

A brief video is available highlighting how to use SDRR to do the grade 3-8 data review. The streaming video is available at the following link:

mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2012/KPREP_7-27-2012.wmv
The PowerPoint used in the video and a SDRR Manual are available on the KDE website at http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/Tools+and+Resources/Student+Data+Review+and+Reporting+Application.htmSeveral 

PowerPoint notes are visible when the PowerPoint is viewed in the “Notes Page” mode.

You will find it helpful to view the video before accessing SDRR and beginning your data review work.

ACCESSING SDRR

SDRR is available at the following link:

https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/ 

The local district WAAPOC establishes the password access to the SDRR application.  Please contact your WAAPOC if you are not able to access SDRR.

Additional questions may be asked of the Division of Support and Research by e-mail or phone at dacinfo@education.ky.gov or by phone at 502-564-4394.

EXPLORE AND PLAN ORDERING IS NOW OPEN (repeat) 
KDE and ACT are happy to provide an online EXPLORE/PLAN ordering application. The online order application hosted by ACT, Inc., the same application used for ordering last year, can be accessed at, www.readiness.act.org.  The application will be available for data entry Thursday, August 2. 

Information and directions in the PowerPoint attachment are provided so DACs or their designee may guide input of the needed information. The application will serve as your district’s order entry for EXPLORE and PLAN materials for the fall 2012 administration. Districts must order both standard and extended time materials using this process. The test window for the upcoming school year will be Monday, September 17 through Friday, September 28, 2012. Please complete the online ordering application by Friday, August 17. 
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Access to the System 
Users who created accounts last year may use the same username and passwords.  New users to the system will need to create a new user account.  New accounts or forgotten passwords may be obtained by following the on-screen directions.

Order Quantities 
In prior years, reporting challenges and delays have occurred when test materials were provided by a district to a school for which there was no initial materials order. Therefore, KDE and ACT recommend that DACs order a minimum quantity (1-5) of test booklets for every school (including A5 and A6) in their district that might potentially have students testing in the fall. This will ensure that ACT will print pre-coded headers for all schools and enable faster processing should a supplemental materials order be required at the start of the school year. 
 
Overages 
Do not be concerned if there is no site code for one of your schools. Once you enter order quantities for that school and KDE returns it to ACT, a site code will be established. ACT will automatically provide overages for standard time testing on the following scale: 
·         1-10 tests=1 extra test 
·         11-50 tests=3 extra tests 
·         51-200 tests=5 extra tests 
·         201-500 tests=10 extra tests 
·         501-1000 tests=15 extra tests 
·         1001+=20 extra tests 
 
Accommodated Testing 
The audiocassette format is no longer available for EXPLORE or PLAN testing.  Audio CDs are still available. 
 
Materials Shipments and Supplemental Ordering 
Test materials will be shipped directly to the DAC’s materials shipping address no later than September 5. Please plan to review quantities immediately on receipt and ensure you have sufficient materials for each school. You will have the opportunity to order supplemental materials directly with ACT through Wednesday, September 19. For supplemental materials order, please plan for 3-5 days for delivery.  

EXPLORE/PLAN ONLINE ORDERING SYSTEM OPEN (repeat)

The EXPLORE/PLAN online ordering system opened last week.  Information and step-by-step directions will be provided in a Special DAC E-Mail. 
ALTERNATE K-PREP REPEATS TWO TEST WINDOWS (repeat)
The original intent of the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) was to switch the 2012-13 Alternate K-PREP from two testing windows to three. After further review and feedback from the field, KDE decided to stay with two test windows. This will allow more time to provide additional reviews on Attainment Tasks being developed both internal and external as well as field testing the items with substantial time to make changes recommended by teachers.

The official testing window dates will be as follows:

Test Window 1: January 22-February 22, 2013

Test Window 2: April 8-May 24, 2013

ALTERNATE K-PREP CALENDAR 2012-13 (repeat)

All important dates regarding the 2012-13 Alternate K-PREP can be found in the attachment below. These dates are specific to training dates and deadlines as well as test window administrations. If you have any questions please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 
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SCHOOL REPORT CARD AND 2012 REPORTING: VIDEO RESOURCE (repeat) 

Kentucky’ new School Report Card will be used to report data in fall 2012 for Kentucky’s new assessment and accountability system. Ken Draut and Rhonda Sims have filmed a presentation on this topic.  It is available by streaming video at the following link:  mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2012/School_Report_Card_7-27-12.wmv.  The PowerPoint used in the video is attached.  Note: This presentation is similar to a session provided at the Kentucky Association of School Administrators (KASA) in Louisville earlier this month.
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NEXT-GENERATION STUDENT COUNCIL (repeat)

In order to gain valuable feedback from Kentucky students and to engage student leaders in learning by doing, Education Commissioner Terry Holliday created the Next-Generation Student Council. This group meets with the commissioner and Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) staff, both in person and virtually, to discuss how decisions made at the state level are affecting students throughout Kentucky and provide feedback--from a student perspective--on critical issues impacting Kentucky students and schools.

The Next-Generation Student Council is a year-long program for Kentucky public school students in grades 10-12. The council will play a vital role in providing input regarding issues that face education in Kentucky and work with KDE staff to develop ideas that will work to improve and transform education.

The council seeks students with refreshing ideas and thoughtful insight into how to further improve our schools and student achievement. As such, all students are encouraged to apply in order to represent the diverse academic, geographic, demographic and school-size variables particular to our state.

Students can click here to access the application and FAQs for the council. Please encourage students to read the FAQs prior to completing the application. KDE will accept applications for the 2012-13 Next-Generation Student Council from August 1-31. The deadline to apply is Friday, August 31 by 4:30 p.m. ET.
A committee of KDE representatives will review and score all applications based on the answers provided. Appointments to the council will be based on how well the applicants communicated their ideas and goals. Four students will be selected for the openings on the council to serve during the 2012-13 school year.
Commissioner Holliday looks forward to working with the 2012-13 council and using the time together to generate results-oriented dialogue and solutions.
For questions please contact Stephanie Siria at stephanie.siria@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4201, ext. 4817.
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