Division of Support and Research

DAC Monday E-Mail

August 13, 2012

IMPORTANT DATES 

July 30-Aug. 17:
EXPLORE/PLAN Ordering Application Open 

Aug. 1-Sept. 15:
EOC Test Window #1

Aug. 20-29:
High School Data Cleanup (EOC, Writing On-Demand at Grades 10 and 11, ACT Spring 2012 Grade 11 Administration, Alternate K-PREP) in SDRR

Aug. 22-29:
College and Career Readiness Measures for Graduates Available for Data Review 
Aug. 31:
Deadline for ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators’ Passwords

QUESTION OF THE WEEK (DAC Action Required)
Q:
When will PearsonAccess information be available for districts? 


A:
New District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) should be receiving a welcome e-mail the week of August 13 from Pearson with an assigned user id and directions for setting up a password to access PearsonAccess. If you do not receive this e-mail that includes important set-up directions, please call Pearson at (888) 437-1430.

Existing DACs will need to make updates if anything has changed with their address, e-mail, name change, telephone and updates to the BAC staff.  Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs) that have left the district will need to be deleted from PearsonAccess and new BACs added.

A PearsonAccess Kentucky Users’ Guide is available on the Kentucky PearsonAccess homepage, support tab, www.PearsonAccess.com/ky.

NEW DAC TRAINING WEBEX

A WebEx for new District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) was held on August 8. The WebEx was designed to assist a new DAC in what one needed to know and do now, and where to begin. The first hour provided a quick overview of multiple fall activities and the second hour focused on EOC Quality Core. Experienced DACs may find this a helpful review. 

This recorded WebEx can be accessed at:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/KDE+-+Webex+Information+and+Resources.htm
Once at the WebEx link, you may need to download a free player for the .arf file.  The session, “New DAC WebEx-August 8, 2012”, will appear on the list of sessions on the right side of the screen.

The PowerPoint presentations used during the session are attached below.
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A more detailed Back to School fall training video presentation will be filmed later this week. It is scheduled for release next week.
ALTERNATE K-PREP OVERVIEW TRAINING NOW OPEN (Teacher Participation Required)

The 2012-13 Alternate K-PREP Overview Training and online quiz is now open. The training will consist of two sections (four Power Points with voice narration), the Alternate K-PREP Overview sections 1a and b, 2a and b. An online quiz will be provided following the completion of training section 2b. Once the quiz has been completed teachers should print and keep the certificate showing completion in the Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder (AAAF). The Administration Guide for the KAAP Overview is provided below along with a direct link to access the overview trainings.
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http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/Kentucky+Alternate+Assessment+Program/KAAP+Trainings.htm
QUALITY CONTROL DAY (repeat)

OAA will NOT host a face-to-face Quality Control day this year. OAA is designing activities and training for quality control that can be facilitated within the local district.  OAA is working on the September calendar for data tasks and will have details available closer to September.
INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS REGULATION UPDATE (repeat)

Fall testing this year will open under the 2009 version of the Inclusion of Special Populations Regulation. The updated version still has two legislative review committees to pass before becoming final. It is expected to be final in late September or early October.  OAA will have new trainings available once the regulation is final. Districts will need to schedule new trainings for staff once the regulation is in place since the next EOC and ACCESS for ELLs® windows will be impacted and fall under the new regulation. If you have questions please contact Cindy Greer at cindy.greer@education.ky.gov.  

WIDA AMPLIFIED STANDARDS CONFERENCES (repeat)

WIDA is hosting a series of conferences around the country allowing educators to explore the new publication of the WIDA Amplified Standards. WIDA’s vision for these conferences is for educators to gather and unite in building a plan for successful implementation of language development standards and enthusiasm for focusing on the needs of language learners throughout our educational communities. In addition to hearing exciting keynotes, engaging in activities, questioning a panel of local practitioners, and entering raffles, participants will:

· Discuss how to infuse language development standards into their practice

· Explore connections to the Common Core State Standards

· Reflect on the sociocultural context of classrooms

· Connect with colleagues and other experienced educators

For more information on WIDA Amplified Standard Conferences see attachment.
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ACCESS FOR ELLS® TESTING WINDOW (repeat)

The 2012-13 testing window for ACCESS for ELLs® will occur January 2-February 8, 2013. For more information see attached schedule.
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ACT PRINCIPAL VERIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENT PACKETS/TEST ACCOMMODATIONS MATERIALS (repeat)
ACT testing for spring 2013 is scheduled for Tuesday, March 5, 2013 as the Initial Test Date, Tuesday, March 19, 2013 as the Makeup Test Date, and the Accommodation Window (ACT-Approved and State-Allowed) March 5 through 19, 2013. To begin the process, principals will receive a Principal Verification Letter (and e-mail) the week of July 30. It is important that ACT has the correct contact information for high school principals.

The week of September 3, high school principals will receive Test Center Establishment Packets. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be provided with a link to the KDE site that allows them to access PDF copies of these materials. Included in the packets will be instructions to appoint a Test Supervisor, Back-up Test Supervisor, and Test Accommodations Coordinator. Information for each person appointed and registration information for each person appointed will be provided. Registration information for Test Administration Training Sessions will be made available. Test Administration Training will be offered in-person November 7 and 8 and later by on-demand video.

Principals will distribute each of the packets that will include procedural documents to apply for ACT-Approved Accommodations and information on ordering State-Allowed Accommodations materials (online). A link to a web-based TAC training video will also be provided, which will be posted on the KDE website. These packets will be labeled “Appointed Testing Staff” and all staff will receive the same materials.

EXPLORE AND PLAN ORDERING IS NOW OPEN (repeat) 

KDE and ACT are happy to provide an online EXPLORE/PLAN ordering application. The online order application hosted by ACT, Inc., the same application used for ordering last year, can be accessed at, www.readiness.act.org.  The application will be available for data entry Thursday, August 2. Information and directions in the PowerPoint attachment are provided so DACs or their designee may guide input of the needed information. The application will serve as your district’s order entry for EXPLORE and PLAN materials for the fall 2012 administration. Districts must order both standard and extended time materials using this process. The test window for the upcoming school year will be Monday, September 17 through Friday, September 28, 2012. Please complete the online ordering application by Friday, August 17. 
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Access to the System 

Users who created accounts last year may use the same username and passwords.  New users to the system will need to create a new user account.  New accounts or forgotten passwords may be obtained by following the on-screen directions.

Order Quantities In prior years, reporting challenges and delays have occurred when test materials were provided by a district to a school for which there was no initial materials order. Therefore, KDE and ACT recommend that DACs order a minimum quantity (1-5) of test booklets for every school (including A5 and A6) in their district that might potentially have students testing in the fall. This will ensure that ACT will print pre-coded headers for all schools and enable faster processing should a supplemental materials order be required at the start of the school year. 
Overages 
Do not be concerned if there is no site code for one of your schools. Once you enter order quantities for that school and KDE returns it to ACT, a site code will be established. ACT will automatically provide overages for standard time testing on the following scale: 
· 1-10 tests=1 extra test 

· 11-50 tests=3 extra tests 
· 51-200 tests=5 extra tests 
· 201-500 tests=10 extra tests 
· 501-1000 tests=15 extra tests 
· 1001+=20 extra tests 
Accommodated Testing 
The audiocassette format is no longer available for EXPLORE or PLAN testing.  Audio CDs are still available. 
Materials Shipments and Supplemental Ordering 
Test materials will be shipped directly to the DAC’s materials shipping address no later than September 5. Please plan to review quantities immediately on receipt and ensure you have sufficient materials for each school. You will have the opportunity to order supplemental materials directly with ACT through Wednesday, September 19. For supplemental materials order, please plan for 3-5 days for delivery. 
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