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IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 4-Nov. 30:	Window for ACT to Receive Applications for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations (with Accompanying Documentation for Students Enrolled at the School)
Sept. 10-Oct. 5:	EXPLORE/PLAN Rosters Open in SDRR
Oct. 5:	Deadline for ACT to Receive Required Online Establishment Profile Forms from the School Principal, TS, BU and TAC
Sept. 17-28:		EXPLORE/PLAN Test Window


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	As DAC, will I receive a confirmation e-mail after placing my QualityCore® order?

A:	ACT, Inc. is preparing the Vantage system for fall testing. The QualityCore® online system, Vantage, is being updated with testing units in each content area for DACs to distribute to the individual schools. This process is ongoing throughout the year. As the DAC, you will receive confirmation e-mails when test units have been allocated to your district. The e-mail below is an example of the system-generated e-mail. 

It has been discovered that during this allocation process, the Vantage system is putting a large number of units (demonstrated in the example below) in one content area and none in others.  ACT, Inc. is aware of the issue and taking steps to rectify. 

EXAMPLE Confirmation E-Mail:

QualityCore® Site Administrator's Welcome E-mail 

(DAC NAME INSERTED HERE): Thank you for choosing QualityCore®. This e-mail serves as confirmation that your recent order has been successfully processed and the test units have been added to your master account on the QualityCore® website. 

The table below displays a breakdown of unassigned test units currently available for use. If your account has unused units those will be included in the total units available as well. Any questions or concerns about the courses or quantities listed below should be directed to ACT Customer Services at (866) 764-7228. 

	Commitment # 
	Course 
	Test Format 
	# Units 

	xxxxxx 
	Algebra II: Form 1 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	Algebra II: Form 1 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	0 

	xxxxxx 
	Algebra II: Form 1 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	Algebra II: Form 1 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	0 

	xxxxxx 
	Algebra II: Form 5 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	Algebra II: Form 5 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	200841 

	xxxxxx 
	Algebra II: Form 5 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	Algebra II: Form 5 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	200841 

	xxxxxx 
	Biology: Form 1 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	Biology: Form 1 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	0 

	xxxxxx 
	Biology: Form 1 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	Biology: Form 1 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	0 

	xxxxxx 
	Biology: Form 5 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	Biology: Form 5 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	100146 

	xxxxxx 
	Biology: Form 5 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	Biology: Form 5 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	100146 

	xxxxxx 
	English 10: Form 1 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	English 10: Form 1 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	0 

	xxxxxx 
	English 10: Form 1 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	English 10: Form 1 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	0 

	xxxxxx 
	English 10: Form 5 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	English 10: Form 5 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	100144 

	xxxxxx 
	English 10: Form 5 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	English 10: Form 5 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	100144 

	xxxxxx 
	U.S. History: Form 5 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	U.S. History: Form 5 MC (CBT) + MC (CBT) 
	0 

	xxxxxx 
	U.S. History: Form 5 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	U.S. History: Form 5 MC (P&P) + MC (P&P) 
	0




Note: The above table indicates both Paper and Pencil and Computer Based Testing units where appropriate. You will make the final selection in the system closer to exam administration. 

If you are new to the system, we recommend you access the website and set up other administrators, support staff, and teacher accounts. Step by step directions for these and other tasks are provided at http://www.act.org/qualitycore/how.html 

As part of our commitment to improving the level of rigor in the classroom, we have developed a series of tools and resources that can be accessed electronically by teachers and other authenticated users once user accounts have been created. 

To access the system follow the directions below: 

	1 
	Navigate to www.qualitycore.org in a web browser. 

	2 
	Click the Login button. 

	3 
	Enter the following information:*
User ID : AbeLincoln63594 
Password : ACT006f (Note this is case sensitive) 
* You can change your username and password after your initial log-in. 

	4 
	Click the Login button. 

	5 
	Read the system terms of use. 

	6 
	Click the Accept button. 

	7 
	Verify your account information, and click the Correct button.



(Note: If the information is not correct please contact ACT) 

If you have any questions about the website or how to implement the QualityCore® program, please contact QualityCore® Educational Services at (866) 764-0228 or via e-mail QualityCore@act.org. 


NONACADEMIC GUIDELINES AND REPORT
The new 2012-13 Nonacademic Guidelines document is attached below.  The Nonacademic Report is located under KY State Reports in IC District edition. The instructions for running these reports are in the guidelines.  If you have any questions, contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) via e-mail or by phone at (502)564-9853. 




ACCESSING AND INTERPRETING QUALITYCORE® REPORTS WEBCAST (repeat)
A webcast to explain Accessing and Interpreting QualityCore® Reports was demonstrated by Dr. Joe Dell Brasel, ACT Principal Consultant. She discussed the student score reports and the different summary reports that can be accessed from the QualityCore® online system.

The link to the archived video stream follows.

Archived Webcast Details
 
Title:		Accessing and Interpreting QualityCore® Reports
Date:		9/11/2012
Location:	Studio 19, CPT, Frankfort, KY
Contact:	Jennifer.Stafford@education.ky.gov
Summary:	Joe Dell Brasel discusses and demonstrates online accessing and using QualityCore® Reports

Video stream mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2012/QualityCore_9-11-12.wmv

EXPLORE AND PLAN LABELS (repeat)
Labels for EXPLORE and PLAN should have arrived in districts on Friday, September 14 with a few follow-up deliveries expected on Monday, September 17. If a district has not received labels for either EXPLORE or PLAN, the DAC should contact EXPLORE and PLAN Customer Service immediately at 1-877-789-2925. DACs may also alert the Division of Support and Research by e-mailing dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 

UPDATE ON FALL 2012 REPORTING (repeat September 14 Special DAC E-Mail)
During the August data reviews of individual student demographics, accountability status and exemptions for grades 3-8 and high school, the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) provided a tentative date (end of September) for when student scores and the assessment and accountability reports within the New School Report Card (SRC) might be available to schools and districts. KDE will not meet this tentative date.

The ability to use individual student scores to generate assessment and accountability reports is directly linked to the receipt of test files from ten vendors and multiple data sources. All ten test vendors had to stay on schedule in order for OAA to meet the tentative date. The initial data file from ACT, Inc. for End-of-Course testing did not contain all student data, and the delivery of a final corrected file has affected the reporting schedule. The delay requires OAA to move to a later release of data to schools and districts. 

In early October, the preliminary SRC and student scores will be released to schools and districts. The early October release will be the last opportunity for Quality Control of data before public reporting. All preliminary data shared at this time is for Quality Control activities. 

Also, all data shared before public reporting is embargoed. During an embargo, district and school staff may discuss the data; however, data cannot be shared in public meetings or by the media. Specific dates for the rollout of data will be sent as the dates are confirmed. KDE will share data with media outlets under embargo in preparation for the public release; a date for this activity has not yet been set.

ACCESSING THE REPORTS AND INDIVIDUAL STUDENT SCORES (repeat)
The new School Report Card is the vehicle for assessment and accountability reporting for Unbridled Learning: College/Career Readiness for All. 

In early October, superintendents will receive the first access to the SRC with preliminary data. These data are for Quality Control and should not be shared widely until after the Quality Control process is completed. A few hours after superintendents receive access, District Assessment Coordinators will also receive access. The access will be communicated by e-mail with a website link to the SRC. The link will only work on computers within the KETS network.  

With this opening of the Quality Control version of the SRC, district staff will see results for their district and all other districts. This is a change from past preliminary data releases in which district staff could only see their own district data. 

The data is preliminary and will change as districts conduct data reviews and quality control work. The data must be handled in an embargoed status with controlled and limited sharing. Sharing the SRC link must be controlled in the same way that district staff has had limited access to preliminary reports in the previous years, since providing the link gives access to the results. The superintendent and DAC may wish to share the link with principals and building assessment coordinators; however, we encourage schools and districts not to share the preliminary data beyond the leadership level and wait for final results before discussing with other stakeholders. 

With the release of the SRC, individual student results will be provided in Excel spreadsheets to assist with quality control. The spreadsheet will be posted through the KDE secure web application for DACs to download. 

Communication and training about quality control before reporting will be shared with DACs before the release of the SRC.

If you have questions about the release schedule or process, please contact the Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394 or Rhonda Sims at rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov.
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