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IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 4-Nov. 30:	Window for ACT to Receive Applications for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations (with Accompanying Documentation for Students Enrolled at the School)
Oct. 1-Nov. 16:	EOC Test Window #2
Oct. 9:	ACT Test Administration Training Registration Opens


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will the 2012-13 recommended End-of-Course (EOC) grading scale be available?

A:	KDE has worked with HumRRO and a representative group of stakeholders to provide a new link between QualityCore EOC student scores and letter grades. KDE is recommending a letter grade for EOC inclusion rather than a percentage because of the great variety of grading scales used in Kentucky districts and schools.  The EOC grading scale has been created using the statistical link between Kentucky students’ EOC scale scores (MC/MC) and the ACT college readiness benchmarks adopted by Kentucky Council of Postsecondary Education. 

The revised recommended scale and additional information is provided in the attached document.




DATA RELEASE
Special DAC E-Mail(s) will come out later this week in regard to the upcoming data release.  These e-mails will include information, links to the data, guidance on what is to be done with the data, and deadlines for the work.

SCHOOL REPORT CARD ASSESSMENT TAB (updated)
DACs can preview assessment data reported in the new School Report Card by using the Assessment Tab. The new School report Card is now complete and can be examined at http://appq1.education.ky.gov/src. Notice that where there are small green triangles, there are layers of data below that can be inspected by clicking on the green arrows. EXPLORE, PLAN, and the ACT data from 2011-12 is loaded under the Assessment Tab. All other tabs are shells.

K-3 PROGRAM REVIEW TRAINING (SESSION ONE) AVAILABLE (repeat)
The first training of the K-3 Program Review is now available. All of the resources (PowerPoint presentation, K-3 rubric and agenda with guiding questions for discussion) can be found on the Program Review webpage.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS REGARDING PEARSONACCESS (repeat)
New District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) should have received a welcome e-mail from Pearson with an assignment user id and directions for setting up a password to access PearsonAccess. If you did not receive this e-mail that includes important set-up directions, please call Pearson at (888) 437-1430.

Existing DACs will need to make updates if anything has changed with their address, e-mail, name change, telephone and updates to the BAC staff. Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs) that have left the district will need to be deleted from PearsonAccess and new BACs added. At this time the DAC does not have the capability to delete accounts for BACs that are no longer with the district. To delete these accounts, please contact Pearson with a list of accounts of BACs and they will delete them.

PearsonAccess Reports
Posted later this month, reports from the 2012 K-PREP will be available on PearsonAccess. 

Note: Please verify the district’s shipping address listed in PearsonAccess for accuracy in shipping the Individual Student Reports. 

Schools will receive two paper copies each of the Individual Student Reports. They will be packaged by grade in sequence number in white (copy 1) and gray (copy 2) folders. The Alternate K-PREP Individual Student Reports will also be packaged by sequence number in blue (copy 1) and gray (copy 2) folders. 

To view published reports (when available), log on to PearsonAccess:
1. Go to the Test Results > View Published Reports to see a list of available reports.
1. Select “District” or “School” for the View by Option set.
1. Click the organization (school) name to see a list of reports for the organization (school).
1. Click the Report Name to view or print the report.

Below is a listing of the reports that will be available in PearsonAccess. Also attached are examples of some of the reports. 

PearsonAccess – Schools
Alternate K-PREP School Listing – High School
Alternate K-PREP Student Report (This report will not be posted until the districts receive their paper student reports.)
K-PREP School Listing
K-PREP School Listing Data File
K-PREP School Summary Report
K-PREP Student Report (This report will not be posted until the districts receive their paper student reports.)

PearsonAccess – Districts
Combined Alternate K-PREP School Listing – High School
Combined K-PREP School Listing
Combined K-PREP School Summary Report
K-PREP District School Listing Data File
K-PREP District Summary Report

A PearsonAccess Kentucky Users’ Guide is available on the Kentucky PearsonAccess homepage, Support Tab, www.PearsonAccess.com/ky. If you have any questions about the reports (when available) in PearsonAccess, please e-mail kyhelp@support.pearson.com or call (888) 437-1430.




SPRING 2013 ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION TRAINING (repeat)
Spring 2013 ACT Test Administration Training will be available in-person and online. The training provides detailed instructions for test administration, including initial planning, identification and training of room supervisors and proctors, receipt and check-in of secure test materials, secure storage requirements, test day arrangements, documentation of required procedures, recognition of irregularities, accounting for and return of all materials, and plans for makeup testing. It also highlights state accountability, what’s new for the year, including procedural changes, the testing cycle schedule, critical issues, and common pitfalls.

All Test Supervisors (TS), Back-up Test Supervisors, and Test Accommodations Coordinators (TAC) are expected to participate in all training activities provided by ACT. Test administrators who had infractions in 2012 that resulted in cancelled scores are required to attend the ACT Test Administration Training. Those with infractions not attending will be unable to serve as test administrators.

In-Person Test Administration Training
KDE and ACT representatives will hold in-person training at these times and locations:
	Date
	Location
	Time

	Wednesday November 7, 2012
	Holiday Inn University Plaza 
Bowling Green, KY
	9:00 – 11:30 AM Central Time

	Thursday, November 8, 2012

	Marriott Griffin Gate Resort & Spa
Lexington, KY
	9:00 – 11:30 AM Eastern Time



Registration Window and Deadline
The registration window opens on October 8, 2012 and closes on October 19, 2012. No registrations will be accepted after the window closes. Early registration is advised as space is limited.

How to Register for Training
To register for a session, follow see the following link www.act.org/aap/kentucky/statetest.html.  

ACT Test Administration Training (for all testing staff)
1. ACT Test Administration Webcast
ACT has developed a pre-recorded webcast to provide all test administration staff with the details necessary to fulfill their appointed role as Test Supervisor, Back-up Test Supervisor or Test Accommodations Coordinator. All appointed staff not attending an in-person workshop are expected to view the webcast, which contains valuable information on administering the test, returning and securing test materials and KDE policies for Accountability. Details will be forthcoming.

1. Question and Answer (Q&A) Sessions:
New this year will be two, one hour Q&A sessions for all appointed testing staff. These sessions are scheduled for Friday, December 7, 2012 and Thursday, January 10, 2013. Details will be forthcoming.

Special TAC Training (for Test Accommodations Coordinators)
1. Online TAC Training
ACT developed a pre-recorded webcast to provide TACs with the details necessary to fulfill their critical responsibilities. TACs are strongly encouraged to view the webcast as it contains valuable information that will be helpful in submitting the ACT accommodations forms, and planning for accommodations testing. The webcast can be found at this URL: www.act.org/aap/statetesting.html.

1. TAC Question and Answer (Q&A) Session
New this year will be a one hour Q&A for all Test Accommodations Coordinators. TACs with questions about applications for ACT-Approved Accommodations and State-Allowed Accommodations, as well as administration questions will call in to have direct contact with ACT representatives. Call-in details for the October 30 Q&A session will be forthcoming.

Training for Room Supervisors and Proctors
The TS and TAC must conduct training for room supervisors and proctors prior to test day. ACT developed a prerecorded webcast to supplement and assist in this training. Room supervisors and proctors must also read and be familiar with the manual(s). The webcast can be found at this URL: www.act.org/aap/statetesting.html (also to be posted as a link to the KDE website). 


KENTUCKY ACT STATE ORGANIZATION EDUCATION SUMMIT (REPEAT)
The Kentucky ACT State Organization, a group of educators and business leaders throughout Kentucky, is sponsoring a one day summit focusing on the academic preparation of our high school students and the programs and support to prepare them for success in college and the workplace. The summit will take place Friday, November 16 at the Marriott Louisville East.

Academic rigor is being increased in all grades; high school graduation requirements are changing; and more attention is being given to the way teachers and administrators are being trained. 

Kentucky has partnered with ACT, Inc. to provide educators with crucial information on where our students are excelling and where improvement is needed. 

The conference registration deadline is Friday, November 9. For more detailed information, please see attached flyer.

For questions regarding registration, please contact randy.mims@act.org. 
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