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IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 4-Nov. 30:	Window for ACT to Receive Applications for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations (with Accompanying Documentation for Students Enrolled at the School)
Oct. 1-Nov. 16:	EOC Test Window #2
Oct. 15-Nov. 2:	ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Test Ordering Window
Oct. 22 & 23:	Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) Fall Conference, Galt House in Louisville
Nov. 1 & 14:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Nov. 1:	Nonacademic Guidelines and Report Deadline
Nov. 6:	Presidential Election Day (State Offices Closed)
Nov. 7 & 8:	ACT Test Administration Trainings in Bowling Green and Lexington
Nov. 9:	Kentucky ACT State Organization Education Summit Registration Deadline
Nov. 12:	Observance of Veteran’s Day (State Offices Closed)

The Division of Support and Research will have limited staff available during the KAAC conference, October 22 and 23. If you have an issue that needs immediate attention, please e-mail Rhonda Sims at Rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov .


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Are results from EXPLORE and PLAN testing from September 2012 embargoed?

A:	School reports have begun to arrive for EXPLORE and PLAN testing from ACT. District reports begin arriving the week of October 22. This information is not embargoed and may be shared publically.

FINAL RELEASE OF DATA WEBCAST
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) plans to hold a live webcast for District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) on Friday, October 26 at 1:00 p.m. to provide an update about the anticipated final release of data to districts and schools the week of October 29. Information around the assessment and accountability results reporting for Unbridled Learning: College/Career Readiness for All will be provided. No registration is necessary. Use the connection link to view the webcast mms://video1.education.ky.gov/encoder3a. E-mail questions to dacinfo@education.ky.gov during the webcast.

TESTING IN ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS
Students enrolled in Alternative Programs (A2-A6) such as the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), participate in all state-required assessment programs (including End-of-Course assessments), unless a medical or extraordinary circumstance exemption is requested and approved.

TEST ACCOMMODATIONS COORDINATOR’S TRAINING AND Q&A SESSION
In preparation for the spring 2013 administration of ACT State Testing, a pre-recorded webcast for Test Accommodations Coordinators (TACs) is now available. The webcast contains valuable information that will be helpful in submitting the ACT accommodations forms, administering the test, and returning secure test materials. All TACs are encouraged to view the Accommodations Training Webcast. The Accommodations Training Webcast, located under the Accommodations heading, is available at http://www.act.org/aap/statetesting.html.

An online Question and Answer (Q&A) session will be held for the first time this year. The Q&A session is available Tuesday, October 30 at 11:00 a.m. ET/10:00 a.m. CT. This session will include educators from across the nation.  Register for the Q&A session at https://act.ilinc.com/register/jxyfxfc.  An e-mail confirmation will be sent to you upon successful registration which will contain the participation code information and call in number for the session. Please keep the confirmation for your records.

If you have questions, you may:
·See a list of FAQs at http://www.act.org/aap/statetesting.html
·Contact ACT electronically via the Contact Us web page at www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html
·Call ACT at 800/553-6244, ext. 2800 with standard time questions
·Call ACT at 800/553-6244, ext. 1788 with accommodations questions, or e-mail specific questions to ACTStateAccoms@act.org

NONACADEMIC GUIDELINES AND REPORT (November 1 deadline)
This is a reminder that all changes for the Nonacademic data must be made in the IC District edition before November 1. Prior to that date, districts should run the three nonacademic reports (dropouts, retentions and transition to adult life) as well as the validation report to identify possible errors. The data will be pulled by OAA from the state database on November 1.  

Because the IC reports are for review only, if there are special circumstances for which data cannot be changed in the district IC edition, please e-mail those to Tina Logan at tina.logan@education.ky.gov. In the e-mail, include the SSID, first and last name, district and school where the dropout, retention or graduation occurred and the reason for exemption.

The new 2012-13 Nonacademic Guidelines were provided to DACs in the September 24, 2012 DAC Monday E-Mail and are also attached below. The Nonacademic Report is located under KY State Reports in IC District edition. The instructions for running these reports are in the guidelines. If you have any questions, contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) via e-mail or by phone at (502) 564-9853. 



ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAININGS
Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations trainings will be held by OAA on the following dates: November 1 and 14; December 6 and 11; and January 9 and 15. The three-hour session will be held in Frankfort at the Capital Plaza Tower, 1st floor conference room from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. ET. Enter at the lobby level/security desk and bring photo identification. To register, contact Teresa King by e-mail Teresa.King@education.ky.gov. 

EILA CREDIT
With the increase of opportunities for OAA web-based trainings, participants may wish to receive EILA credit after listening to important information. After any web-based training, the DAC may submit the names and e-mail addresses of the participants at the local connection to Teresa King by e-mail Teresa.King@education.ky.gov or fax (502) 564-3249. DACs should maintain a record of participants or sign-in sheet for each web-based training since the DAC is certifying to KDE that local staff attended the web-based trainings. EILA credit certificates will be generated and e-mailed to each attendee.


ORDERING TEST MATERIALS FOR ACCESS for ELLs® and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® (repeat)
Districts will need to order ACCESS for ELLs® test materials and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® test materials from October 15-November 2. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will receive an e-mail from MetriTech with the website and password to order testing materials for English Learners. Please contact Chris Williams through e-mail chris.williams@education.ky.gov or by phone (502) 564-4394 if the DAC didn’t receive an e-mail with ordering instructions and password. Attached is a PowerPoint that explains how to order materials.
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