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IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 4-Nov. 30:	Window for ACT to Receive Applications for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations (with Accompanying Documentation for Students Enrolled at the School)
Oct. 1-Nov. 16:	EOC Test Window #2
Oct. 15-Nov. 12:	ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Test Ordering Window
Oct. 31:	ACT School Establishment Deadline
Nov. 1 & 14:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Dec. 3:	Nonacademic Guidelines and Report Deadline (Extended)
Nov. 6:	Presidential Election Day (State Offices Closed)
Nov. 7 & 8:	ACT Test Administration Trainings in Bowling Green and Lexington
Nov. 9:	Kentucky ACT State Organization Education Summit Registration Deadline
Nov. 9:	ACCESS for ELLs® Pre-ID Label Cleanup Deadline
Nov. 12:	Observance of Veteran’s Day (State Offices Closed)

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	How can schools and districts check EL data before the pre-id labels are generated?

A:	OAA will not provide spreadsheets for districts to check EL students. Attached are the directions for the LEP Extract that districts will use to clean up their EL data by November 9 by close of business.  OAA will pull the file from Infinite Campus (IC) to send to the MetriTech so that districts will receive labels for their EL students. The screenshot shows where the LEP extract is located in IC. Here are the fields that will be on the pre-id labels:  
1. Student’s Name (first, last and middle initial), 
1. District Name, 
1. School Name, 
1. SSID Number,
1. District ID Number (optional-no SSNs)
1. Gender
1. Grade
1. Birthdate
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REMINDER: ACT TEST ACCOMMODATIONS COORDINATOR Q&A SESSION TOMORROW
As a reminder, a one hour Q&A for all Test Accommodations Coordinators will be held October 30 at 11:00 a.m. ET. TACs with questions about applications for ACT-Approved Accommodations and State-Allowed Accommodations, as well as administration questions will call in to have direct contact with ACT representatives. To register for the Q&A session, follow this URL: https://act.ilinc.com/register/jxyfxfc

An e-mail confirmation will be sent to you upon successful registration which will contain the participation code information and call in number for the session. Please keep the confirmation for your records.


ACT SCHOOL ESTABLISHMENT – FINAL CHANCE
ACT, Inc. is providing one final chance for districts to establish schools as new testing sites for the ACT March statewide administration. All previous test sites have been established. This process is for any schools that have not previously administered the ACT state assessment. Staff must complete the Early March School Profile Form (attached) and return to ACT by fax. The attached documents are due to ACT by Wednesday, October 31.




CDIP QUESTIONS
Questions regarding Comprehensive District Improvement Plans should be directed to the Office of Next-Generation Schools and Districts, the Division of Consolidated Plans and Audits support web page (http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx) or via e-mail at csipdsip@education.ky.gov.
 

NONACADEMIC- DROPOUTS WITH GENERAL EDUCATION DIPLOMA (GED)
KDE has worked with the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) to compare the state 2011-12 dropouts against the CPE GED Database to students who earned their adult GED and are currently listed as a dropout.  If a district had dropouts who earned their GED, the DAC will find a file on the KDE Secure Web Applications site (https://applications.education.ky.gov) under the student detail link named SD12_DDD_Dropouts_Earned_GED.xls, where DDD= district number.  (Districts without dropouts that matched the CPE GED Database will not have a file.) 

If you have a student on this list, go to the 2011-12 local Infinite Campus database and change the end status to W27, then complete the graduation tab.  The date in the file labeled Passed Date will be the diploma date. These students will no longer be on the dropout list and will be on the transition list.

If you have any questions, contact Tina Logan or David Curd at 502-564-9853.


NONACADEMIC REPORTING UPDATES (repeat)
Due Date Extended—December 3
Due to the time that DACs have spent recently and will continue to spend in the next couple of weeks reviewing the Assessment data, the due date for Nonacademic Review has been extended from November 1 to December 3.  

Error in Screen Shot in Guidelines
There was an error on a screen shot in the Guidelines. On page 28 and 32, the screen shot showed 11-12 under the Select Calendar. It should have shown 12-13. Please leave the Year at the top left set to 12-13, the Select Calendar to Active year and the list will show calendars with 12-13 at the beginning of the name. It will still pull nonacademic data from 11-12. If you have any questions, please contact us at 502-564-9853.
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Invalid Error Message in IC Validation Report
This year cohort has been added to the Nonacademic Report. Since the validation report pulls any student who has missing data on the graduation report, many districts are getting a large number of warnings. Since cohort is not required for the 12-13 school year, First Entered Grade 9 does not have to be entered for 11-12 graduates. These warnings do not require clean up this year. The graduation records will show on the report with a blank cohort year. 

If you have very many warnings and need to check to see if any of the other columns on the validation contain blanks that need to be cleaned up, follow these steps:
1. Run the validation report.
1. Highlight the table on the report below Graduation Data is Missing. 
1. Right click on the highlighted area and select copy.
1. Open an excel spreadsheet.
1. Click in the first box on the first line and paste.
1. Use filters to look for blanks. 





IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS TEACHERS (repeat)

QualityCore®
Algebra II
End-of-Course Exam
Blueprint Modifications Effective SY2012-13

ACT, Inc. will include matrices in the Algebra II QualityCore® end-of-course assessment.  Students may encounter questions on matrices as soon as the December 2012 test window.

Modifications have been made to the Algebra II End-of-Course Test Blueprint to include matrices among the objectives tested on the EOC exams. The Algebra II Test Blueprint (attached) reflects this change.  Matrices are included in the Algebra II end-of-course objectives (see strand I of the course standards booklet on page 5; notice this is an upper-case letter I and not the Roman numeral one).  Instructional resources for teaching matrices have always been included in the QualityCore® Algebra II materials.   

Changes to the Test Blueprint include:

1. Strand I is added to Reporting Category 2.
1. The name of Reporting Category 2 (i.e., the second one in the table on page 2 of the blueprint) is changing.  
Old name:  Number Sense and Operation Skills and Quadratic Functions (C, E)
New name:  Number Sense, Quadratic Functions, and Matrices (C, E, I) 
Note: Names of the other Reporting Categories are NOT changing.

This addition of strand I to Reporting Category 2 and the associated name change are the ONLY changes to the blueprint. The bulleted item shown below reflects the addition to the Sample ACT Course Standards (by Reporting Category):

1. Use matrices to organize data and solve problems

These changes will be reflected in the Student Reports for 2012-13.




EXPLORE AND PLAN RESULTS (repeat)
School reports have begun to arrive for EXPLORE and PLAN testing from ACT. District reports begin arriving the week of October 22. This information is not embargoed and may be shared publically.

TESTING IN ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS (repeat)
Students enrolled in Alternative Programs (A2-A6) such as the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), participate in all state-required assessment programs (including End-of-Course assessments), unless a medical or extraordinary circumstance exemption is requested and approved.

ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAININGS (repeat)
Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations trainings will be held by OAA on the following dates: November 1 and 14; December 6 and 11; and January 9 and 15. The three-hour session will be held in Frankfort at the Capital Plaza Tower, 1st floor conference room from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. ET. Enter at the lobby level/security desk and bring photo identification. To register, contact Teresa King by e-mail Teresa.King@education.ky.gov. 

EILA CREDIT (repeat)
With the increase of opportunities for OAA web-based trainings, participants may wish to receive EILA credit after listening to important information. After any web-based training, the DAC may submit the names and e-mail addresses of the participants at the local connection to Teresa King by e-mail Teresa.King@education.ky.gov or fax (502) 564-3249. DACs should maintain a record of participants or sign-in sheet for each web-based training since the DAC is certifying to KDE that local staff attended the web-based trainings. EILA credit certificates will be generated and e-mailed to each attendee.
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