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IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 4-Nov. 30:	Window for ACT to Receive Applications for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations (with Accompanying Documentation for Students Enrolled at the School)
Nov. 22 & 23:	State Offices Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
Dec. 1- Jan. 15:	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 3:	Nonacademic Guidelines and Report Deadline (Extended)
Dec. 3:	Alternate Assessment Overview Training Ends
Dec. 3:	Alternate Assessment Attainment Tasks Training Opens
Dec. 6 & 11:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	What are the test dates for the 2013 spring ACT administration?	

A:	ACT Initial Administration: 			March 5
ACT Makeup Date:				March 19
ACT Accommodations Testing Window: 	March 5-19


ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION ONLINE TRAINING
High school ACT testing staff (Test Administrators, Back-Up Supervisors, and Test Accommodations Coordinators) who were unable to attend the in-person workshops must complete the ACT Test Administration Online Training.  The online training can be accessed at http://act.org/aap/kentucky/trained.html.

ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION EILA CREDIT
For participants at the ACT Test Administration in-person training in Bowling Green and Lexington, EILA credit is available.  Certificates were distributed at the end of each session. However, a few participants did not receive the certificate upon exiting. Staff who attended, but did not receive a certificate, should e-mail Loretta Johnson at loretta.johnson@education.ky.gov and request a certificate. 

KDE will receive names of those who complete the online training and EILA certificates will be sent to each individual.

PHASE IN OF PROGRAM REVIEWS
OAA continues to receive questions regarding Year 2 reporting of Unbridled Learning and how results of the Program Reviews will be included.  As outlined in the attached explanation, it is imperative to enter all Program Review scores into ASSIST by June 1, 2013, for accountability purposes.

It is helpful for future communications to know if the attached document has clarified this issue among DACs. We welcome hearing your feedback; please e-mail rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov.




PEARSONACCESS REPORTS
Pearson reports are available again to districts on the PearsonAccess site. OAA would like to continue to receive feedback on the Pearson reports. Please let us know what is useful and what is still confusing on these reports. Please contact our office by calling (502)564-4394 or e-mail dacinfo@education.ky.gov.

WEBINARS ON 2012 AMPLIFICATION OF THE WIDA ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT (ELD) STANDARDS
World Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) is pleased to announce a FREE webinar opportunity for educators who were not able to participate in WIDA’s 2012 Amplified Standards Debut Events recently held in Madison, Denver, Charlotte and Boston.  WIDA’s goal is to reach as many educators who work with English Learners with these webinars. The webinars will be held on November 29 and January 11. Each webinar has a capacity of 500 participating computers and multiple people can watch together as well. Attached is additional information.




ACCESS FOR ELLS® TRAINING VIDEOS
Attached is the link to videos on the WIDA ACCESS Placement Test™ (W-APT), ACCESS for ELLs® (Grades 1-12), Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs®, Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® and ACCESS for ELLs® Forms. For questions about material covered in the videos contact Chris Williams at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at chris.williams@education.ky.gov.

http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/

2013 ADJUSTED COHORT LISTS AND RATES TRAINING AT INFINITE CAMPUS (IC) KENTUCKY INTERCHANGE
Consultants from the Division of Assessment Design and Implementation will be presenting a session at the IC Kentucky Interchange to discuss 2013 Adjusted Cohort Student lists and preliminary rates. A preview of this process was shared with Directors of Pupil Personnel (DPPs) at the conference in September. It is recommended that District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) attend one of these two sessions at the IC Interchange on December 3..The session will be an overview of the preliminary cohort student lists and rates that will be provided to districts in December. The first session is at 10:50 a.m. on Monday in the Bluegrass room and repeated in the same room at 1:10 p.m. 

For more information regarding the IC Kentucky Interchange visit the website: http://www.infinitecampus.com/home/kentucky_interchange/


2013 NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS (NAEP) SELECTED SCHOOLS (repeat)
This message is for schools selected to participate in NAEP ONLY. Not every district was selected for NAEP. Superintendents and DACs were previously notified if schools in their district were selected for the 2013 NAEP. 

DACs may wish to share this message with selected 2013 NAEP School Principals and BACs in your district.

NAEP does not provide student, school or district level data results. Results at these levels are confidential and cannot be retrieved. Student labels are removed after the administration of the NAEP assessment and Kentucky only receives state level results.

Please, keep in mind, the following when filling out the NAEP Student with Disabilities (SD) Worksheets. The SD Worksheets will be included in a NAEP packet when it arrives in January 2013.

1. NAEP does not allow a read aloud accommodation on the NAEP reading test. 
1. Read aloud accommodations are allowed on other NAEP content areas, but not for reading. 
1. Selected students with disabilities/IEPs take the NAEP reading test without the read aloud accommodation and should not be excluded.

Only Exception:
	Students that take an alternate assessment may be excluded from NAEP. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]According to 703 KAR 5:020. Section 1 (4). (http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/703/005/020.htm) Section 1. Assessments. (4) Required participation in the National Assessment of Educational Progress. If a school is selected by the U.S. Department of Education or its designated contractors to participate in the state National Assessment of Educational Progress in reading, mathematics and science, the school shall participate fully.

NAEP Field Staff will provide further detailed information/next steps during the Pre- Assessment Visit (PAV) and will successfully prepare your school for the 2013 NAEP assessment. NAEP Field Staff will contact/call you later to schedule a PAV date. Thanks!

Thanks for representing Kentucky schools and supporting our Nation’s Report Card! For questions about NAEP testing, contact Mark DeCandia (502)564-9853; mark.decandia@education.ky.gov. 


ACT-APPROVED TEST ACCOMMODATIONS APPLICATION DEADLINE (repeat)
The deadline for ACT to receive Applications for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations with accompanying documentation for students enrolled at the school is November 30. ACT encourages the Test Accommodations Coordinator (TAC) to submit applications and documentation early.

ACT-TEST ADMINISTRATION TRAINING REMINDER (repeat)
As a reminder, the Spring 2013 ACT Test Administration Training is available online. 

Two new Question and Answer (Q&A) Sessions will be held for appointed staff. One hour Q&A sessions for all appointed testing staff are scheduled for Friday, December 7, 2012 and Thursday, January 10, 2013. Details will be forthcoming.

Test administrators who had infractions in 2012 that resulted in cancelled scores are required to attend the ACT Test Administration Training.  Those with infractions not attending will be unable to serve as test administrators.

2012-13 KOSSA REGISTRATION INFORMATION (repeat)
Attached is the 2012-13 KOSSA Registration information for Career and Technical Education Programs.

Please print and read the information carefully and follow the directions as requested.

Please share this information with all DACs, BACs, Principals, CTE teachers, coordinators, contacts, etc.

Only one person from your school should complete the registration. It is critical that you coordinate responsibilities at the school and district level.  Duplicate submissions will overwrite previous submissions for a school.

The first attachment (KOSSA Registration Letter - November) contains important information including:
1. required training for individuals authorized to administer or view assessment materials
1. how to identify students for the assessments 
1. how to register for the assessments
1. important dates and deadlines
1. a link to the KOSSA and Industry Certifications 2012-13 that provides a crosswalk of the career majors which may be assessed under the current systems. It is important to use this crosswalk when determining what assessments students should take as this information is used for federal Perkins and state CCR reporting.
1. registration information for the 2013 testing cycle. Please read all the information and follow the directions carefully to ensure complete and accurate registration. Keep in mind that KOSSA is a part of the College and Career Readiness measure for state accountability and it is now required that the all individuals authorized to administer or view assessment materials must receive the Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Programs and Inclusion of Special Populations in the State-Required Assessment and Accountability Programs Training. The training will be available online at the following link by the end of the calendar year: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/AdminCode.aspx. Once an individual has completed the training, one must sign they have received training. The signature form must be kept on file by the District Assessment Coordinator.
The second attachment (2013 KOSSA Manual) contains important information regarding the roles and responsibilities of the test administrators and proctors. It is important that you read this manual in preparation for the February testing window. There is critical information in the manual that is different than previous years.
Questions may be addressed to Pam Moore at Pamela.moore@education.ky.gov or Laura Arnold at laura.arnold@education.ky.gov. Pam is currently on leave, but will be checking e-mail.


 
TEST RESULTS: SYSTEM USES BOTH NORMATIVE AND CRITERION MODELS REVISED (repeat from Commissioner Holliday’s Monday Superintendent E-Mail, November 5) (repeat)
OAA has revised two cut points (Distinguished cut for Elementary is now 69.8 and Distinguished cut for Middle is now 64.9) on the document included in the Commissioner’s Fast Friday for November 2, 2012. To assist in understanding the new accountability model, Associate Commissioner Ken Draut and his staff have composed a one-page explanation showing that Kentucky’s new model is both normative and criterion-based. Please read the attached explanation with revised cut points and share it with others in your district. It will help to create a better understanding of how the system works.



CDIP QUESTIONS (repeat)
Questions regarding Comprehensive District Improvement Plans should be directed to the Office of Next-Generation Schools and Districts, the Division of Consolidated Plans and Audits support web page (http://education.ky.gov/school/csip/Pages/default.aspx) or via e-mail at csipdsip@education.ky.gov.


NONACADEMIC REPORTING UPDATES (repeat)
Due Date Extended—December 3
Due to the time that DACs have spent recently and will continue to spend in the next couple of weeks reviewing the Assessment data, the due date for Nonacademic Review has been extended from November 1 to December 3.  


ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAININGS (repeat)
Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations trainings will be held by OAA on the following dates: December 6 and 11, and January 9 and 15. The three-hour session will be held in Frankfort at the Capital Plaza Tower, 1st floor conference room from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. ET. Enter at the lobby level/security desk and bring photo identification. To register, contact Teresa King by e-mail Teresa.King@education.ky.gov. 
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