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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 15:	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 10 - Mar. 4:	ACCESS for ELLs® Roster Window Available in SDRR
Dec. 11:		Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Dec.14:		ACT Off-Site Proposal Deadline
Dec. 21:	Nonacademic Guidelines and Report Deadline
Jan. 9 & 15:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Feb. 13:	ACT State-Allowed Accommodations Online Order Submission Deadline


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	What is the anticipated time frame for the 2012-13 data release? 

A:	Individual student performance data from 2013 Unbridled Learning: College/Career Ready for All (as required by 2009 Senate Bill 1) is scheduled tentatively for release to schools in early August. The full accountability report to schools and the public is anticipated to be released in mid-September.	

[bookmark: _Toc296428445]
K-PREP RELEASED TEST ITEMS
The Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) released test items have been expanded to include the item annotations and instructional resources for reading, mathematics and on-demand writing for grades 3-8, 10 and 11.

http://education.ky.gov/AA/items/Pages/K-PREPItems.aspx   

NEXT-GENERATION LEARNERS ACCOUNTABILITY CALCULATOR UPDATE
The Next-Generation Learners Accountability Calculator has been updated on the Data Release Resources page to correct a calculation error in the Language Mechanics section. The version number has remained the same (v3). The date change is only visible when you print.

To access the updated calculator go to: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Data-Release-Resources.aspx. 

PEARSONACCESS ENROLLMENT WINDOW
In preparation for the spring 2013 K-PREP testing (grades 3-8 and high school writing), the PearsonAccess enrollment window will open January 15. PearsonAccess is available for districts and schools to:
1. View student enrollment counts for K-PREP (grades 3-8, 10 and 11)
1. Order accommodated testing materials (Braille, large-print and audio)
1. Update district and school profiles (addresses, Building Assessment Coordinators)
1. Choose an option to have district test materials delivered.  When choosing a delivery option, please refer to your district calendar so as not to choose a date that will interfere with spring break.
PEARSONACCESS REPORTS
Also in preparation for the spring 2013 K-PREP, the PearsonAccess application was updated this past weekend. When accessing PearsonAccess to view 2012 Test Results, all those logging on to PearsonAccess will need to change the “test administration” year before accessing their information.  Below are instructions to accomplish this task:

DAC role:
After logging on to PearsonAccess, click Organization → View Organization → click the “District name” (i.e., Jefferson Co., Adair Co., Allen Co.) → click Test Administrations → click KY Spring 2012 Administration

BAC role:
After logging on to PearsonAccess click Organization → View Organization → click the “School name” (i.e., Jefferson Elementary, Burlington Middle School, Cedar High School) → click Test Administrations → click KY Spring 2012 Administration

At this time the KY Spring 2012 Administration is the only active link available; the KY Spring 2013 Administration link will be active January 15.
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For questions and assistance with PearsonAccess, call Kentucky Pearson Customer Services at (888) 437-1430.
 
NONACADEMIC REPORTS—DUE DECEMBER 21
Infinite Campus (IC) released a patch last week that fixed the issue with Nonacademic Reports.  You should now be able to run your reports and the final review should be completed by December 21.  If you have any questions about Nonacademic Data, contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) via e-mail or phone at (502) 564-9853.  If you have problems running the report in IC, the local KSIS Point of Contact should submit a ticket to IC Support.

2013 ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE AND STUDENT LIST
At the Infinite Campus Interchange last week, OAA shared information regarding a preliminary look at the 2013 Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate and student list. Attached below is the presentation from last week’s meeting. Per that training, one Excel file that contains all students in the 2013 Adjusted Cohort has been created for each district and placed in the student data detail folder on the secure web applications site:  https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/.  Please share the file with your local Director of Pupil Personnel who may not have access to this secure location. The Excel file is for your review only. No response is needed unless there are students on the list that require corrections that cannot be made in IC. If that is the case, follow the directions in the attached Word document.  If you have questions, contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) via e-mail or phone at (502) 564-9853. 
 



PERCENTAGE OF END-OF-COURSE IN FINAL STUDENT GRADE
The Kentucky Department of Education is collecting the percentage which the end-of-course score will count in the student’s final course grade from every district for the 2011-12 school year. As stated in 703 KAR 5:200, “if the district or school council’s policies do not include end-of-course grades in the grading policy, or if the end-of-course grade percentage is less than twenty (20) percent, the district shall submit an annual report to the Commissioner that provides justification for not using end-of-course exams for at least twenty (20) percent of a student’s final grade in the course.”

Last year, the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) was asked to complete a survey.  Each DAC submitted information for their individual district.  The information provided last year will be sent to the DAC in an e-mail from Maranda Perkins.  The DAC is asked to reply to the e-mail verification if the information is still correct or update any information that changed.  

The deadline for response is December 31.  


COMPASS UPDATE TRAINING AVAILABLE 
A COMPASS Update Training is now available for previously trained staff.  Important policies were reviewed; and new components of COMPASS for the 2012-13 school year and anticipated changes coming in 2013-14 were included in the update training.

The approximately 30-minute session was recorded and is available on the KDE website. The COMPASS Update Training 2012-13 may be accessed at: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2012/Compass_12-7-2012.mp4.  The attached PowerPoint presentation was used during the presentation.




COLLEGE READY STATUS FILE
The College Ready Status File has been uploaded to the KDE Secure Website (https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/) in a Zip file format. Inside this Zip file are individual Excel workbooks for each high school in the district and a district spreadsheet with all of the students in the district. The DAC may download and disseminate these files at any time. The data used to identify students is the State and ACT National Test data, COMPASS, KYOTE and Alternate Assessment data prior to June 2012. Note: The file was created based on a November 30 grade 12 enrollment in Infinite Campus (IC) including alternate assessment students.  

Each school file contains four tabs:
1. Cover Sheet—The cover sheet has critical information about the use and limitations of the file.  Please read carefully.
1. College Ready—Students on this list have met the college benchmarks and are NOT eligible for COMPASS or KYOTE.
1. NOT College Ready—Students on this list have not met the college benchmarks and may be eligible for COMPASS or KYOTE.  
1. Unknown—Students on this list are Kentucky students who OAA does not have linked assessment data.  They may be eligible for COMPASS or KYOTE.  Please see the limitations listed below for more information.

Note: Career Readiness Data can be located in the TEDs system.

The complete district list file provides one list of all students in the district with the same tabs each school file contains. For districts with one high school, it contains the same names as the school file. For districts with multiple high schools, the district file contains names from each high school.

To access the Zip file, go to the KDE Secure Website (https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/) and choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF). Choose the District ZIP file from other file formats: SD13_ddd (Your District Number) _College Ready Status_Distname.zip.

ACT STATE-ALLOWED ACCOMMODATIONS APPLICATION PROCESS CHANGED
The process to receive State-Allowed Accommodations has changed.  The Test Accommodations Coordinator (TAC) no longer completes an application for State-Allowed Accommodations.  Instead, the TAC requests the total quantity and test type needed for the school at www.act.org/aap/state/saorder.html.  There is no approval process by ACT.  ACT will send the quantity requested.  After testing, the TAC will return a roster of students who tested with State-Allowed Accommodations to ACT.  

Students who do not meet the eligibility requirements for ACT-Approved (or whose application for ACT-Approved Accommodations is denied) may test using State-Allowed Accommodations. State-Allowed Accommodations online orders may be submitted now through February 13.

As a reminder, students testing with State-Allowed Accommodations do not receive College Reportable scores and are not counted toward the College and Career Readiness Rate.


TARGET DATES AND DEADLINES FOR EOC TEST WINDOW #4 (repeat)
See the following table for target dates and deadlines for the End-of-Course (EOC) February 1- March 15 window.
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ACT OFF-SITE PROPOSAL DEADLINE (repeat)
If standard testing requirements cannot be met at your school, Friday, December 14 is the deadline for ACT to receive a Proposal for Off-Site Administration.  The online proposal can be completed at 
https://www.srs.act.org/se.ashx?s=04BD76CC06B086E3.  

ACT will review the request and e-mail approval to the Test Supervisor and principal. If the off-site location includes accommodations testing, ACT will also e-mail the Test Accommodations Coordinator. The Test Supervisor must receive the authorization e-mail from ACT before any off-site location may be used.

For questions or assistance, please contact ACT State Testing at 1-800-553-6244 ext. 2800 or send an e-mail via ACT’s Contact Us web page at http://www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html.

ACT TEST ADMINISTRATORS Q&A SESSION AVAILABLE (repeat)
A one-hour Question and Answer (Q&A) session is available for all testing staff. Testing staff with questions about administration will have the opportunity to call in and have direct contact with ACT representatives. The purpose of the Q&A session is to address any questions regarding administration of the test.  To register for the Q&A session, follow the URL below.  

Testing staff who were unable to attend the in-person Test Administration Trainings are encouraged to view the Test Administration Training Webcast (found on the KDE website) prior to attending the Q&A sessions.  

Q&A Session Details
	Date
	Start Time
	URL to Register

	January 10     
	10:00 AM Eastern
 9:00 AM Central   
	https://act.ilinc.com/register/yhjttbk  



An e-mail confirmation will be sent to you upon successful registration which will contain the URL link to join the Q&A session. You will need to call a toll-free number to be able to hear and ask questions during the Q&A session. This number will be provided in the confirmation e-mail.


2013-14 ACT TEST DATES SET (repeat)
The dates for the ACT State Administration have been set for the 2013-14 school year.  
March 4 – ACT Initial Test Date
March 18 – Make-Up Test Date
March 4-18 – ACT Administration Window for students with accommodations


ALTERNATE K-PREP ATTAINMENT TASKS TRAINING NOW OPEN (repeat)
The Alternate Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) Attainment Tasks training is now open. As a reminder, make sure to follow these steps to ensure that the links within the training are live:

1. When the training loads, select the “Slide Show” option on the tool bar at the top of the screen.
1. Then select “From Beginning.” This will allow you to see the training at full screen instead of providing notes and slides on the left hand side of the screen.
1. If you have speakers, make sure that they are on; these trainings are narrated.
1. Before you take the quiz be sure to access the notes for each slide (I would print the PowerPoint, in the “print what” section select note pages). Some questions on the quiz will come from the notes.
1. Once you are viewing the training in slide show, the links will then become live.
The username (district e-mail address) and password used for the Attainment Tasks training will be the same username (district e-mail address) and password used for the Online Overview Training in August. If you have forgotten your password please contact your District Assessment Coordinator (DAC); they have access to view your online training account information.

The Attainment Tasks training for the Alternate K-PREP will opened Monday afternoon, December 3. This training is a requirement for anyone who plans to administer an Alternate K-PREP Attainment Task in January or April.  No tasks should be administered until the training has been complete.

For additional questions please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.


ALTERNATE K-PREP TRAINING LINK (repeat)
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx

Provided in the following attachment is the Administration Guide for the Attainment Tasks. 




ACCESS FOR ELLS® TRAINING POWERPOINT (repeat)
Attached is the link to the PowerPoint that accompanied the videos on the WIDA ACCESS Placement Test™ (W-APT), ACCESS for ELLs® (Grades 1-12), Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs®, Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® and ACCESS for ELLs® Forms. For questions about material covered in the PowerPoint contact Chris Williams at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at chris.williams@education.ky.gov .

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/EL-Testing.aspx
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