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February 4, 2013

IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 10-Mar. 4:	ACCESS for ELLs® Roster Window Available in SDRR
Jan. 15-Feb. 13:	Districts Select K-PREP Shipment Option (1, 2 or 3) in PearsonAccess
Jan. 22-Feb. 22:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #1
Jan. 28-Mar. 8:	SDRR Open for EXPLORE/PLAN Data Review
Feb. 1-Mar. 15:	EOC Test Window #4
Feb. 4:	Registration Closes for February DAC Trainings
Feb. 13:	ACT State-Allowed Accommodations Online Order Submission Deadline
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	What are important things DACs/BACs need to remember for the upcoming 2013 Spring Trainings?

A:	1) OAA will begin the February DAC trainings (in Eddyville) on Monday, February 11 and complete them 3 weeks later (in Russell Springs) on March 1. For all trainings, registration will be held from 8:30am-9:00am; meetings will then be held from 9:00am to 4:00pm (local time at the meeting location- whether Eastern Time or Central Time).

	2) The daily meeting agenda will be structured as follows:
1. General information for ALL grades, Pearson grades 3-8, and On-Demand Writing grades 10/11 will be delivered at the beginning or first half of the day;
1. High School testing (including EOC); and
1. CCR during the afternoon. 
	3) Please feel free to bring a USB flash drive if you would like copies of files used during the DAC trainings. 


KENTUCKY’S ASSESSMENT FUTURE
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has developed testing systems with multiple vendors. Agreements with ACT, Inc. and NCS Pearson, Inc. to provide Kentucky assessments are through 2017 spring testing. KDE at this time is committed to continuing our current test models. 

There are a few other tests being developed on a national scale. KDE is monitoring these assessments but has not made any decisions to adopt these new tests. As Kentucky continues to provide the current assessments, other products are being developed. Three testing systems for general education students of note are: 

1. Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC), a national consortium of 22 states, is developing Common Core State Standards (CCSS) assessments in English Language Arts/literacy (ELA/literacy) and mathematics. Kentucky joined PARCC as a Participating State in the spring of 2010 and actively helped shape PARCC’s proposal for a common, next-generation assessment system. Kentucky has been one of the states that have been playing participating or advisory roles. These roles mean KDE has been a part of discussions. KDE does not have voting authority to govern the project and has not decided to administer the assessment.
1. The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) is developing a system of assessments aligned to the CCSS in English Language Arts/literacy (ELA/literacy) and mathematics for grades 3-8 and 11. Kentucky is not currently taking an active role in SBAC.
1. ACT, Inc. is developing the ACT Aspire™ assessments for grades 3–10. ACT is inviting elementary, middle, junior high, and high schools in Kentucky to participate in a major field study to develop new educational measures designed to provide valuable information about schools’ and individual students’ progress toward achieving college and career readiness. KDE is aware of this study and leaves the decision to participate to the local school. 

Also, federal grants were awarded to two consortia of states to design a new generation of assessments for the 1% of students with the most significant cognitive impairments. These alternate tests, which aim to assess the knowledge of mathematics and English Language Arts in grades 3–8 and once in high school, will be aligned to CCSS. They also are expected to fit cohesively within SBAC and PARCC. Two testing systems for alternate assessment students are the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Alternate Assessment Consortium and the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC).

Kentucky will continue to monitor these and other testing systems being developed. However, KDE has not committed to administering any assessments other than those we are currently using. 


LATE APPLICATION FOR ACT-APPROVED AND STATE-ALLOWED ACCOMMODATIONS DEADLINE FEBRUARY 13
The deadline for ACT-Approved and State-Allowed Accommodation applications is February 13.  

ACT-Approved Accommodations
The ACT Late Consideration Form (posted online) is used for:
1. New to the School or Newly Classified as Grade 11: Student who was not previously approved for an accommodation has newly enrolled in or transferred to your school. This also includes students who were newly classified as 11th graders after the original deadline.

1. Newly Identified Disability: Student has been evaluated or diagnosed recently, a new disability has been identified by the school, and an accommodations plan has been put in place after the original deadline.

1. Transfer Student: Student who is already approved with an accommodation (for State Testing) and transfers to your school from another school within the state.

1. Medical Emergencies or Sudden Medical Onset: Student who develops a sudden medical condition or suffers an injury that could prevent the student from accessing the examination (e.g., broken arm, hand, wrist, etc.). Students can mark the answers to the multiple-choice questions in the test book and testing staff can transcribe the answers to the answer document after testing. Other medical emergencies or conditions may also qualify. Schools must request a scribe or other alternate materials by submitting an ACT-Approved Application and complete documentation of the condition and its effect on the student’s ability to access the test. ACT will consider each case individually.

State-Allowed Accommodation
Students who do not meet the eligibility requirements for ACT-Approved (or whose application for ACT-Approved Accommodations is denied) may test using State-Allowed Accommodations. State-Allowed Accommodations online orders may be submitted now through February 13.


ARRIVAL OF NON-SECURE TEST MATERIALS FOR THE ACT AND PRE-TEST SESSIONS
All non-secure test materials will arrive the week of February 4. Test Supervisors should inventory all items to ensure there are enough answer documents and copies of Taking the ACT for those students expected to test. Test Supervisors should contact ACT at 800/553-6244 ext. 2800 if they do not have enough answer documents.

Non-secure test materials include:
1. Answer documents
1. Taking the ACT State Testing for your students
1. Pre-ID barcode labels (if applicable)
1. Supervisor’s Manual(s)
1. Answer Document Supplement

Once the non-secure materials are inventoried, pre-test sessions for students can be held. Each pre-test session must be held before the test date. KDE suggests holding the pre-test session prior to Friday, March 1. If students have not completed the pre-test session before the initial test date, they are not permitted to test that day. Schedule another pre-test session and have them complete the non-test portion of the answer document before the makeup test date. Likewise, students testing with accommodations must complete the non-test portion of the answer document prior to the first day of accommodated testing. 

If students test and do not complete any of the non-test portions prior to testing, answer documents may not be scored. For more information, please refer to the Supervisor’s Manual(s).


2013 ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE DATA
There are two important dates for the 2013 adjusted cohort graduation rate calculation. The first is for the regular school year that ends by June 30. All regular school year graduates will need the enrollment record end status set to the appropriate graduation code (G01-G04) and the graduation tab completed no later than June 30. There will be no extension for this date and an initial cohort graduation rate will be calculated immediately following the deadline. 

The second date is for the regular school year plus summer school, ending July 31. All students graduating between June 30 and July 31 must have their end status and graduation tab complete no later than July 31. A final cohort graduation rate will be calculated immediately following that deadline, which will include any 2013 graduates from the start of the 2012-13 school year through July 31. Due to federal requirements for submission of this cohort data, there will be no extension for the July 31 deadline.

The 2013 Cohort Files for your district have been updated as of January 25. Any changes in Infinite Campus (IC) made after this date are not reflected in these files. You will find this updated spreadsheet in the Student Data Detail folder on the secure web applications site: https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/. 
Please share the file with your local Director of Pupil Personnel who may not have access to this secure location. 

When reviewing this file, pay particular attention to the Data Review- Requested Modifications tab. No response is needed unless there are students on that tab that require corrections that cannot be made in IC. If that is the case, follow the directions in the attached Word document and e-mail those to us as soon as possible.


	
If you have any questions, please contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) at 502-564-9853 or via e-mail.


EXPLORE/PLAN DATA REVIEW IN SDRR RE-OPENS (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
The Student Data Review and Reporting application has re-opened as of February 4 for EXPLORE/PLAN data review. Fields for review and/or change include Student Name, SSID, Date of Birth, Gender, Ethnicity, Accountable School, Exemptions, IEP, Title I, LEP, Lunch Status, and Alternate K-PREP. The fields of Lithocode, Grade, and Tested School cannot be changed by schools or districts. Should changes need to be made to these three fields, e-mail kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. The data review is the opportunity for schools and districts to verify tested and accountable students before data are used in 2013 reporting.

Tickets and changes made by schools and districts in SDRR before it closed on January 31 have been saved and processed. The deadline for the 2012 EXPLORE and PLAN data review has been extended until March 8 (5:00 p.m. ET).

The SDRR manual to assist with the data review is available at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx.


COLLECTION OF K-PREP SPRING 2013 TEST WINDOWS (repeat from Special DAC E-Mail)
Kentucky legislation established the test window within the last 14 instructional days of the district’s modified calendar. Within the last 14 days of school, a test window of 5 consecutive instructional days must be set. The 5-day test window may begin on any day of the week (Monday-Friday). Districts may choose to have all schools use the same window or may choose to use different windows based upon grade levels-elementary (3-5), middle (6-8) and high (10-11).

With many possible windows, OAA has begun to ask all districts to complete a K-PREP Spring 2013 Test Window Survey. DACs will receive directions, an individual e-mail and survey form from Maranda Perkins (maranda.perkins@education.ky.gov). 

OAA will export student information from Infinite Campus (IC) to Pearson on a schedule developed from the anticipated test window districts select. The information from IC will be used for pre-printing student response booklets.  


MESSAGE TO SUPERINTENDENTS FROM DR. HOLLIDAY (repeat from Special DAC E-Mail)
This message was received by your superintendent January 29. 
On Wednesday, January 30, at 10 a.m. ET, the Kentucky Department of Education released statewide data from the September 2012 administration of the EXPLORE and PLAN assessments.

The data show that Kentucky public school students’ scores improved in every subject tested on both assessments, and in some cases beat the national norm. 

The data also show more students are on track to be ready for college coursework by the time they graduate high school. 

The KDE Press Release is available here: http://education.ky.gov/comm/news/Documents/R013exploreplanFINAL.pdf 

Please find related data files on this page:
http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/EXPLORE-and-PLAN-Data.aspx 

Please contact Jennifer Stafford if you should have any questions at jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov or 502-564-2256.


EOC CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE CHANGE (repeat)
The End-of-Course assessment model has a combined purpose, instruction and accountability. These areas have different needs that must be kept in balance within the program. To keep that balance, changes to the EOC model must be made. 

The QualityCore program offers many instructional resources. However, the constructed response items in the QualityCore assessment program were unable to add instructional value to the teaching and learning process. Therefore, constructed response items will shift from state administration to local administration. Shifting constructed response to a local administration will render much more instructional value, student motivation, and test security than can be provided at the state level. This change also means a school could move to computer based EOC testing that provides immediate results for final exams. 

The change will take effect beginning with the February 1 – March 15 test window. To support the implementation a video recording is linked below. The training will focus on Spring 2013 policy changes and test administration. 

For questions, please contact the Division of Support and Research in the Office of Assessment and Accountability at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 

Direct video link: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2013/QualityCore_1-28-13.mp4

KDE Media Portal: http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/
Most computers and devices including iPads and smartphones can view/download from here.




IMPORTANT DATES IN PEARSONACCESS (repeat)
Please find attached the list of important dates related to using PearsonAccess.



PEARSONACCESS WEBEX RECORDING (repeat)
The WebEx for using PearsonAccess done earlier this month was recorded and is now available on the Pearson website.  

PearsonAccess is used to:
1. Select district shipping option (1, 2 or 3). The deadline to make this selection is February 13.
1. View student enrollment counts for K-PREP (grades 3-8, 10 and 11)
1. Order accommodated testing materials (Braille, large-print and audio)
1. Order additional materials if the district has a shortage
1. Update district and school profiles

District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) should have a User ID and password to access the PearsonAccess website. If not, contact OAA.

To prepare for the recording, please print the attached presentation: 2013 Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) PearsonAccess Training.



The recording can be found at the link below. 

https://pearsononline.webex.com/pearsononline/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=MC&rID=32000392&rKey=e4ac2d4cb939c554.


ACT WORKKEYS ASSESSMENTS (repeat)
A video has been developed for policy makers in schools/districts regarding the ACT WorkKeys assessments. Various elements for consideration are presented to assist policy decisions. To access the video, please use the KDE website link below. Additional questions regarding the ACT WorkKeys assessments may be directed to Angie Fischer with the Office of Career and Technical Education by e-mail or phone, angie.fischer@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-3238.

Direct video link: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2013/WorkKeys_1-18-2013.mp4

The video can also be viewed and downloaded at the KDE Media Portal http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/ 
Most workstations including iPads and smartphones can view from here.

FEBRUARY DAC TRAINING DATES AND REGISTRATION INFORMATION (DAC action required) (repeat)
Below is a list of the February DAC trainings scheduled around the state for the upcoming spring assessments. Please review the list and decide which training date/location best suits your needs. Complete the attached spreadsheet with your district information and return, via e-mail, to Teresa King at Teresa.King@education.ky.gov by 5 p.m. ET on February 4. Times for DAC trainings are as follows: registration begins at 8:30; meetings are from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. ELA credit (6 hours) will be given for the DAC training. OAA will send out ELA credit confirmations electronically when all trainings are completed. If you have questions, please contact our office.

February 11, WKEC, Eddyville
February 12, GRREC, Bowling Green
February 13, Daviess County Learning Center, Owensboro
February 15, Hardin County Board of Education, Elizabethtown 
February 19, KEDC, Boyd County
February 20, Pike Central High School, Pikeville
February 22, Madison County Extension Building, Richmond
February 25, Transportation Building, Frankfort
February 27, Camp Ernst Middle School, Florence
March 1, Russell County Natatorium, Russell Springs
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