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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 10-Mar. 4:	ACCESS for ELLs® Roster Window Available in SDRR
Jan. 15-Feb. 13:	Districts Select K-PREP Shipment Option (1, 2 or 3) in PearsonAccess
Jan. 22-Feb. 22:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #1
Jan. 28-Mar. 8:	SDRR Open for EXPLORE/PLAN Data Review
Feb. 1-Mar. 15:	EOC Test Window #4
Feb. 11:		DAC Assessment Training—WKEC, Eddyville
Feb. 12:		DAC Assessment Training—GRREC, Bowling Green
Feb. 13:		DAC Assessment Training—Daviess County Learning Center, Owensboro
Feb. 13:	ACT State-Allowed Accommodations Online Order Submission Deadline
Feb. 15:	DAC Assessment Training—Hardin County Board of Education, Elizabethtown





QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q: 	Are the 2009 versions of the assessment regulations—Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations—the most recent available for spring testing 2013?

A:	The Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Program (703 KAR 5:080) dated September 2009, and the Inclusion of Special Populations in the State-Required Assessment and Accountability Programs (703 KAR 5:070) dated February 2009 are still effective and have not changed. These regulations continue to govern administration of assessments in Kentucky’s accountability program. Annual training required for test administrators and proctors MUST use these 2009 regulations.

Terminology used in the current Kentucky assessment programs differs from some terminology used during the creation of 2009 regulations. However, the procedures and requirements of the regulation remain consistent. Terminologies (e.g., portfolio, floppy disk, CATS) no longer used in the current programs have been deemphasized in the most recent training materials provided by the Office of Assessment and Accountability.
 
Regulations are Kentucky law and follow a time-intensive legal process to be revised. Regulations are rarely re-opened to update minor terminology changes. 

This statement issued by the Division of Support and Research (DSR), Office of Assessment and Accountability, Kentucky Department of Education on February 1, 2013. If you have questions, please contact DSR by phone at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.


ACCESS FOR ELLS® ROSTERS
ACCESS for ELLs® rosters will close in the Student Data Review and Reporting application (SDRR) on March 4. Districts should not enter any lithocode numbers in SDRR on the ACCESS rosters; KDE receives this information from the vendor.


ACCESS FOR ELLS® SHIPPING
The deadline window for shipping ACCESS for ELLs® materials to MetriTech is February 8-14.


ACT, INC. OFFICES CLOSED
In observation of President’s Day, ACT, Inc. will be closed on Monday, February 18. Customer support will be available on Tuesday for QualityCore beginning 7:30 a.m. EST and for EXPLORE/PLAN, COMPASS, and ACT beginning 9:30 a.m. EST.


END-OF-COURSE QUALITYCORE® VANTAGE SOFTWARE UPGRADE
The week of February 4, an e-mail was sent to all KETS Engineers informing them of the availability of updated Vantage software. ACT suggests that schools update the software between testing windows this spring, but all software must be updated prior to the next school year. Please work with your District Technology Staff to determine an upgrade schedule for each school. 

KETS Engineers E-Mail:
At the weekly ACT meeting we discussed the ACT Quality Core (End of Course) testing and the Vantage/Vanguard client software. There is a newer version (8.1) available for download and installation. This upgrade was available last year, but was passed on due to our Windows XP install base being prevalent. The key change was a network install option that was not on the 3.7.1 version. ACT is now recommending districts install the 8.1 version as the opportunity becomes available between testing windows. The 3.7.1 version still works. ACT is recommending the upgrade for Windows 7 and 8 and Apple OSX 10.8.x as new installs of OS or new workstations are implemented as well.

Once again, Vantage/Vanguard 3.7.1 can still be used, but needs to be upgraded as soon as testing schedules, time and resources allow. We should have all installs of Vantage/Vanguard 3.7.1 upgraded before the start of school in the Fall of 2013. Please remind districts that use imaging software to update their workstation images to include this newer version.


REMINDERS FOR UPCOMING 2013 SPRING TRAININGS (repeat) 
1. OAA began the February DAC trainings (in Eddyville) on Monday, February 11 and will complete them 3 weeks later (in Russell Springs) on March 1. For all trainings, registration will be held from 8:30 am-9:00 am; meetings will then be held from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (local time at the meeting location--whether Eastern Time or Central Time).
1. The daily meeting agenda will be structured as follows:
1. General information for ALL grades, Pearson grades 3-8, and On-Demand Writing grades 10/11 will be delivered at the beginning or first half of the day;
1. High School testing (including EOC); and
1. CCR during the afternoon.
1. Please feel free to bring a USB flash drive if you would like copies of files used during the DAC trainings. 


KENTUCKY’S ASSESSMENT FUTURE (repeat)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has developed testing systems with multiple vendors. Agreements with ACT, Inc. and NCS Pearson, Inc. to provide Kentucky assessments are through 2017 spring testing. KDE at this time is committed to continuing our current test models. 

There are a few other tests being developed on a national scale. KDE is monitoring these assessments but has not made any decisions to adopt these new tests. As Kentucky continues to provide the current assessments, other products are being developed. Three testing systems for general education students of note are: 

1. Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC), a national consortium of 22 states, is developing Common Core State Standards (CCSS) assessments in English Language Arts/literacy (ELA/literacy) and mathematics. Kentucky joined PARCC as a Participating State in the spring of 2010 and actively helped shape PARCC’s proposal for a common, next-generation assessment system. Kentucky has been one of the states that have been playing participating or advisory roles. These roles mean KDE has been a part of discussions. KDE does not have voting authority to govern the project and has not decided to administer the assessment.
1. The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) is developing a system of assessments aligned to the CCSS in English Language Arts/literacy (ELA/literacy) and mathematics for grades 3-8 and 11. Kentucky is not currently taking an active role in SBAC.
1. ACT, Inc. is developing the ACT Aspire™ assessments for grades 3-10. ACT is inviting elementary, middle, junior high and high schools in Kentucky to participate in a major field study to develop new educational measures designed to provide valuable information about schools’ and individual students’ progress toward achieving college and career readiness. KDE is aware of this study and leaves the decision to participate to the local school. 

Also, federal grants were awarded to two consortia of states to design a new generation of assessments for the 1% of students with the most significant cognitive impairments. These alternate tests, which aim to assess the knowledge of mathematics and English Language Arts in grades 3-8 and once in high school will be aligned to CCSS. They also are expected to fit cohesively within SBAC and PARCC. Two testing systems for alternate assessment students are the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Alternate Assessment Consortium and the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC).

Kentucky will continue to monitor these and other testing systems being developed. However, KDE has not committed to administering any assessments other than those we are currently using. 


LATE APPLICATION FOR ACT-APPROVED AND STATE-ALLOWED ACCOMMODATIONS DEADLINE FEBRUARY 13 (repeat)
The deadline for ACT-Approved and State-Allowed Accommodation applications is February 13.  

ACT-Approved Accommodations
The ACT Late Consideration Form (posted online) is used for:
1. New to the School or Newly Classified as Grade 11: Student who was not previously approved for an accommodation has newly enrolled in or transferred to your school. This also includes students who were newly classified as 11th graders after the original deadline.

1. Newly Identified Disability: Student has been evaluated or diagnosed recently, a new disability has been identified by the school, and an accommodations plan has been put in place after the original deadline.

1. Transfer Student: Student who is already approved with an accommodation (for State Testing) and transfers to your school from another school within the state.

1. Medical Emergencies or Sudden Medical Onset: Student who develops a sudden medical condition or suffers an injury which could prevent the student from accessing the examination (e.g., broken arm, hand, wrist, etc.). Students can mark the answers to the multiple-choice questions in the test book and testing staff can transcribe the answers to the answer document after testing. Other medical emergencies or conditions may also qualify. Schools must request a scribe or other alternate materials by submitting an ACT-Approved Application and complete documentation of the condition and its effect on the student’s ability to access the test. ACT will consider each case individually.

State-Allowed Accommodation
Students who do not meet the eligibility requirements for ACT-Approved (or whose application for ACT-Approved Accommodations is denied) may test using State-Allowed Accommodations. State-Allowed Accommodations online orders may be submitted now through February 13.


ARRIVAL OF NON-SECURE TEST MATERIALS FOR THE ACT AND PRE-TEST SESSIONS (repeat)
All non-secure test materials should have arrived the week of February 4. Test Supervisors should inventory all items to ensure there are enough answer documents and copies of Taking the ACT for those students expected to test. Test Supervisors should contact ACT at 800/553-6244 ext. 2800 if they do not have enough answer documents.

Non-secure test materials include:
1. Answer documents
1. Taking the ACT State Testing for your students
1. Pre-ID barcode labels (if applicable)
1. Supervisor’s Manual(s)
1. Answer Document Supplement

Once the non-secure materials are inventoried, pre-test sessions for students can be held. Each pre-test session must be held before the test date. KDE suggests holding the pre-test session prior to Friday, March 1. If students have not completed the pre-test session before the initial test date, they are not permitted to test that day. Schedule another pre-test session and have them complete the non-test portion of the answer document before the makeup test date. Likewise, students testing with accommodations must complete the non-test portion of the answer document prior to the first day of accommodated testing. 

If students test and do not complete any of the non-test portions prior to testing, answer documents may not be scored. For more information, please refer to the Supervisor’s Manual(s).


2013 ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE DATA (repeat)
There are two important dates for the 2013 adjusted cohort graduation rate calculation. The first is for the regular school year that ends by June 30. All regular school year graduates will need the enrollment record end status set to the appropriate graduation code (G01-G04) and the graduation tab completed no later than June 30. There will be no extension for this date and an initial cohort graduation rate will be calculated immediately following the deadline. 

The second date is for the regular school year plus summer school, ending July 31. All students graduating between June 30 and July 31 must have their end status and graduation tab complete no later than July 31. A final cohort graduation rate will be calculated immediately following that deadline, which will include any 2013 graduates from the start of the 2012-13 school year through July 31. Due to federal requirements for submission of this cohort data, there will be no extension for the July 31 deadline.

The 2013 Cohort Files for your district have been updated as of January 25. Any changes in Infinite Campus (IC) made after this date are not reflected in these files. You will find this updated spreadsheet in the Student Data Detail folder on the secure web applications site: https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/. 

Please share the file with your local Director of Pupil Personnel who may not have access to this secure location. 

When reviewing this file, pay particular attention to the Data Review- Requested Modifications tab. No response is needed unless there are students on that tab that require corrections that cannot be made in IC. If that is the case, follow the directions in the attached Word document and e-mail those to us as soon as possible.

	
If you have any questions, please contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) at 502-564-9853 or via e-mail.
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