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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 10-Mar. 4:	ACCESS for ELLs® Roster Window Available in SDRR
Jan. 22-Feb. 22:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #1
Jan. 28-Mar. 8:	SDRR Open for EXPLORE/PLAN Data Review
Feb. 1-Mar. 15:	EOC Test Window #4
Feb. 19:	DAC Assessment Training- KEDC, Ashland	
Feb. 20:	DAC Assessment Training- Pike Central High School, Pikeville
Feb. 22:	DAC Assessment Training- Madison County Cooperative Extension Office, Richmond
Feb. 25:	DAC Assessment Training- Kentucky Transportation Building, Frankfort
Feb. 27:	DAC Assessment Training- Camp Ernst, Florence
Mar. 1:	Final Review of 2011-12 Nonacademic Data; DAC Assessment Training- Russell County Natorium, Russell Springs
Mar.15:	Spring 2013 K-PREP Test Window Survey Deadline
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will OAA extract the data from Infinite Campus again to update the counts in PearsonAccess and provide student information for the pre-printed K-PREP student response booklets?


A:	OAA will extract the data from IC as of March 1 for shipping option #2 counts in PearsonAccess and provide student information for the pre-printed K-PREP student response booklets. 

OAA will extract the data from IC as of March 15 for shipping option #3 counts in PearsonAccess and provide student information for the pre-printed K-PREP student response booklets.

Note: Shipping option #1 was extracted from IC as of February 15.

FINAL REVIEW OF 2011-12 NONACADEMIC DATA- BY MARCH 1
The final 2011-12 Nonacademic files are available for review. The student level data had been reviewed by districts through the Infinite Campus (IC) Nonacademic State Report and again in student level spreadsheets provided through the secure application site. In addition to the three student level files, there are now three district rate level files for final review.

All six Nonacademic files can be downloaded from the KDE secure application site (http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/). Choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to access the student level data. If you are unable to access the KDE secure application site, check with your WAAPOC and/or the KDE Help Desk. The KDE Help Desk can be reached at (502) 564-2002 or via ketshelp@education.ky.gov.

The three district rate file names are:  (DDD is your district number.)
SD11_DDD_DAR_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Dropout, Attendance, and Retention Rates with counts used for calculation) 
SD11_DDD_AFGR_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Average Freshman Graduation Rates with counts used for calculation) 
SD11_DDD_Transition_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Transition to Adult Life Rates with counts used for calculation)

The following three final student level files were used for rate calculation and are posted again for information purposes only.

In the dropout, retention and transition student level files, there are two tabs at the bottom. One contains summary data and the other student level data. Values in red on the summary tab indicate a 15% shift compared to last year’s numbers.


The final three student level file names are:  (DDD is your district number.)
SD11_DDD_DROP_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Students submitted as dropouts and summary counts highlighted with possible problem areas)
SD11_DDD_RETENTION_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Students submitted as retentions and summary counts highlighted with possible problem areas)
SD11_DDD_Transition_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Students submitted as transitions and summary counts highlighted with possible problem areas)

The attached Word document provides detailed definitions of each field in all six Excel files.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) or Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) at (502) 564-9853. Review period will be over on March 1 and files will be considered final.

COLLECTION OF K-PREP SPRING 2013 TEST WINDOWS (DAC Action Required by March 15) (repeat from Special DAC E-Mail)
Kentucky legislation established the test window within the last 14 instructional days of the district’s modified calendar. Within the last 14 days of school, a test window of 5 consecutive instructional days must be set. The 5-day test window may begin on any day of the week (Monday-Friday). Districts may choose to have all schools use the same window or may choose to use different windows based upon grade levels-elementary (3-5), middle (6-8) and high (10-11).

With many possible windows, OAA has begun to ask all districts to complete a K-PREP Spring 2013 Test Window Survey. DACs will receive directions, an individual e-mail and survey form from Maranda Perkins (maranda.perkins@education.ky.gov). If DACs have not received directions, please contact Maranda Perkins immediately.


2009 ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSIONS TRAINING FOR SPRING TESTING 2013 (repeat)
The Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Program (703 KAR 5:080) dated September 2009, and the Inclusion of Special Populations in the State-Required Assessment and Accountability Programs (703 KAR 5:070) dated February 2009 are still effective and have not changed. These regulations continue to govern administration of assessments in Kentucky’s accountability program. Annual training required for test administrators and proctors MUST use these 2009 regulations.

Terminology used in the current Kentucky assessment programs differs from some terminology used during the creation of 2009 regulations. However, the procedures and requirements of the regulation remain consistent. Terminologies (e.g., portfolio, floppy disk, CATS) no longer used in the current programs have been deemphasized in the most recent training materials provided by the Office of Assessment and Accountability.
 
Regulations are Kentucky law and follow a time-intensive legal process to be revised. Regulations are rarely re-opened to update minor terminology changes. 

This statement issued by the Division of Support and Research (DSR), Office of Assessment and Accountability, Kentucky Department of Education on February 1, 2013. If you have questions, please contact DSR by phone at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.

ACCESS FOR ELLS® ROSTERS (repeat)
ACCESS for ELLs® rosters will close in the Student Data Review and Reporting application (SDRR) on March 4. Districts should not enter any lithocode numbers in SDRR on the ACCESS rosters; KDE receives this information from the vendor.

ACT, INC. OFFICES CLOSED (repeat)
In observation of President’s Day, ACT, Inc. will be closed on Monday, February 18. Customer support will be available on Tuesday for QualityCore beginning 7:30 a.m. EST and for EXPLORE/PLAN, COMPASS, and ACT beginning 9:30 a.m. EST.

END-OF-COURSE QUALITYCORE® VANTAGE SOFTWARE UPGRADE (repeat)
The week of February 4, an e-mail was sent to all KETS Engineers informing them of the availability of updated Vantage software. ACT suggests that schools update the software between testing windows this spring, but all software must be updated prior to the next school year. Please work with your District Technology Staff to determine an upgrade schedule for each school. 

KETS Engineers E-Mail:
At the weekly ACT meeting we discussed the ACT Quality Core (End of Course) testing and the Vantage/Vanguard client software. There is a newer version (8.1) available for download and installation. This upgrade was available last year, but was passed on due to our Windows XP install base being prevalent. The key change was a network install option that was not on the 3.7.1 version. ACT is now recommending districts install the 8.1 version as the opportunity becomes available between testing windows. The 3.7.1 version still works. ACT is recommending the upgrade for Windows 7 and 8 and Apple OSX 10.8.x as new installs of OS or new workstations are implemented as well.

Once again, Vantage/Vanguard 3.7.1 can still be used, but needs to be upgraded as soon as testing schedules, time and resources allow. We should have all installs of Vantage/Vanguard 3.7.1 upgraded before the start of school in the Fall of 2013. Please remind districts that use imaging software to update their workstation images to include this newer version.

REMINDERS FOR UPCOMING 2013 SPRING TRAININGS (repeat) 
1. OAA began the February DAC trainings (in Eddyville) on Monday, February 11 and will complete them 3 weeks later (in Russell Springs) on March 1. For all trainings, registration will be held from 8:30 am-9:00 am; meetings will then be held from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (local time at the meeting location--whether Eastern Time or Central Time).
1. The daily meeting agenda will be structured as follows:
1. General information for ALL grades, Pearson grades 3-8, and On-Demand Writing grades 10/11 will be delivered at the beginning or first half of the day;
1. High School testing (including EOC); and
1. CCR during the afternoon.
1. Please feel free to bring a USB flash drive if you would like copies of files used during the DAC trainings. 
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