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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 10-Mar. 4:	ACCESS for ELLs® Roster Window Available in SDRR
Jan. 28-Mar. 8:	SDRR Open for EXPLORE/PLAN Data Review
Feb. 1-Mar. 15:	EOC Test Window #4
Mar. 5:	ACT State Test Day
Mar.5-19:		ACT Accommodations Window
Mar. 6-28:		ACT Rosters Open in SDRR (Opens on March 6 at 9:00 a.m. EST)
Mar.15:		Spring 2013 K-PREP Test Window Survey Deadline
Mar. 19:		ACT State Test Make-up Day
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Will there be resources available for end-of-course computer based testing (CBT)?	

A:	To support schools and districts with end-of-course computer based testing (CBT), several online resources are available. Review the attached document for links to assist with preparation and administration. For questions, please call QualityCore Customer Service at (866)-764-0228.


	
 
ACT ROSTERS 
On March 6, the ACT roster will open in the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application. The ACT roster will confirm participation of students who took the ACT in March and to indicate the reason for nonparticipation. Students may also be added or deleted from the roster as appropriate. 

The collection of 100 day accountability status for all students in grades 3-12 will occur in SDRR during the K-PREP rosters later this spring.  

The ACT roster will remain open through March 28 to confirm participation and provide nonparticipation reasons.

The SDRR Spring ACT Roster Manual can be accessed at the following link:

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx 

If you have any questions, email KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov or call (502) 564-4394.



POSSIBLE EOC SURVEY QUESTIONS
Writing is critically important in today’s society. It equips students with the communication and thinking skills needed to participate effectively in society and is the primary basis upon which work and learning will be judged—in college and in the workplace. Although there has been a shift of constructed response from the state end-of-course administration to local administration, writing should continue to be utilized. KDE encourages writing to continue to be included in the curriculum, instruction and assessment at the high school level. 

To monitor writing within Kentucky high schools, District Assessment Coordinators will be asked to complete a survey next school year. Possible questions could include:
1. What types of writing pieces are students completing in English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History?
1. Are writing pieces included in students’ final grades?
1. Are constructed response items included in students’ final grade?
1. Were the constructed response items created by local staff?  
1. Were items from QualityCore’s Formative Item Pool utilized? 
1. How many constructed response items are completed throughout the year within English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History?

2011-12 NONACADEMIC DATA-FINAL
The review period for the 2011-12 Nonacademic data is complete and all final files have been updated and posted to the secure application site (http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/) under the Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) folder. The data will be made available for public viewing through the October 2013 Report Card. Additional release information will be shared with districts at a later time.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) or Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) at (502) 564-9853.

TRANSITION ATTAINMENT RECORD TRAINING (GRADES 8, 10 AND 11 ONLY)
The online training for the Transition Attainment Record (TAR) is now available. The TAR is an assessment checklist completed by the ARC or transition committee for students in grades 8, 10 and 11 only. The TAR aligns with the state mandated grade 8 EXPLORE, grade 10 PLAN and grade 11 ACT. 

Access the link below and scroll down the page to locate the TAR training provided. 

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx

The 2012-13 version of the TAR Administration Guidelines are provided below. If you have additional questions regarding the completion of the TAR contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.



EILA CERTIFICATES FOR DAC TRAININGS
The Office of Assessment and Accountability is currently generating the EILA certificates from the February/March DAC trainings. Due to the high volume of attendance at the meetings, it will take some time to process all the certificates. If you do not receive your certificate within two weeks, please contact Teresa King at Teresa.king@education.ky.gov.

EXPLORE/PLAN DATA REVIEW WINDOW TO CLOSE (repeat)
The window for submitting changes during EXPLORE/PLAN data review closes this Friday, March 8 at 5 p.m. ET. DACs/BACs should review Pending tickets and resolve those by the same date. The number of Pending tickets can be viewed on the Student Data Review tab on the home page of SDRR. Clicking on that number will open that subset of tickets for updating. 

ACT STATE ADMINISTRATION AND TORNADO SAFETY DRILL (repeat)
Governor Steve Beshear has signed a proclamation declaring March 2013 as Severe Storms Awareness Month, urging all Kentuckians to be prepared for severe weather. The Office of Kentucky Emergency Management (KYEM) has set the statewide 2013 Tornado Safety Drill for Tuesday, March 5 at 10:07 a.m. ET, the same day as the initial ACT state administration. A tornado drill at that time would interrupt ACT testing. [KYEM and KDE suggest that high schools wishing to participate in the tornado drill plan to conduct it on another date in early March.] 

Please take a minute to conduct the drill on an alternate day and review your severe weather safety plan. The National Weather Service Offices serving Kentucky will use a tornado warning TEST MESSAGE to trigger the drill. In the event of pending or inclement weather, the drill will be rescheduled. Schools should complete an online survey by March 15 after they conduct the tornado drill. The survey can be accessed at, http://kyem.ky.gov/StatewideTornadoSafetyDrill/Pages/default.aspx.  

ALTERNATIVE HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA (repeat)
Recent Kentucky legislation has changed the name of the Certificate of Attainment to the Alternative High School Diploma. This name change does not change how it is used for graduation rate calculation according to the United States Education Department (USED). According to USED, only regular 4-year diplomas are counted as successful for cohort graduation rate calculation, and the Alternative High School Diploma is not considered a regular high school diploma. This rule as applied in Kentucky is driven by USED guidelines. 

The quote from the federal is below:
Under 34 C.F.R. §200.19(b)(1)(iv), a “regular high school diploma” means the standard high school diploma awarded to students in a State that is fully aligned with the State’s academic content standards and does not include a GED credential, certificate of attendance, or any alternative award.


2013 WORLD-CLASS INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN AND ASSESSMENT (WIDA) NATIONAL CONFERENCE (repeat)
WIDA will be hosting its first national conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on October 17-19. WIDA’s annual conference will provide Pre-K through grade 12 educators of language learners opportunities for professional development, idea sharing, relationship building and strategic collaboration. Registration for WIDA’s annual conference opens on April 1. For more information visit the website, www.widaconference.us.

END-OF-COURSE QUERIES AVAILABLE IN INFINITE CAMPUS (repeat) 
To support our District Assessment Coordinators and building level administrators with identification of students for state-required End-of-Course (EOC) testing, queries within Infinite Campus (IC) have been created. An EOC exam is only required if students complete coursework toward graduation in English II, Biology, Algebra II, or U.S. History. Ad hoc queries will produce reports that identify students in specific courses connected to the four EOC required areas. Each query is subject-based and will pull all courses in your school or district with state course codes (list attached) where students have the ability to receive graduation credit in the 4 required EOC content areas. The ad hoc queries are located in the State Published folder within IC.

Note: The ad hoc report will pull Multi-Subject/Multi-Grade courses (i.e. State course code: 270690 Mathematics). 

Use the report to check courses:
1. Review that courses listed do offer possible graduation credit in the four EOC areas (English II, Biology, Algebra II, or U.S. History).
1. Review that all courses offered at your school are listed.
1. Check that courses are appropriately attached to a state course code (for example, an Introduction to Chemistry course has a Biology course code). 
1. Fix the course code(s) in IC and rerun the query (if courses have been inappropriately attached to a state course codes). 

Use the report to identify students for EOC testing:
1. Review the students within each course. 
1. Identify those students who have previously received their high school credit (for example, a student in AP Biology may have gotten their graduation credit in Biology I).
1. Identify those students who are earning graduation credit for the required EOC areas in their current courses—these students should be tested on the completion of coursework.

This optional tool is available for schools and districts that have not created their own process of identification. For questions about the query, call Lisa McKinney (502)564-2020 ext. 476. For questions about the EOC assessment, please call the Division of Support and Research at (502)564-4394.





DATA EXTRACTED FROM INFINITE CAMPUS FOR PRE-PRINTED RESPONSE BOOKLETS (repeat)
OAA will extract the data from IC as of March 1 for shipping option #2 counts in PearsonAccess and provide student information for the pre-printed K-PREP student response booklets. 

OAA will extract the data from IC as of March 15 for shipping option #3 counts in PearsonAccess and provide student information for the pre-printed K-PREP student response booklets.

Note: Shipping option #1 was extracted from IC as of February 15.

COLLECTION OF K-PREP SPRING 2013 TEST WINDOWS (DAC Action Required by March 15) (repeat from Special DAC E-Mail) (repeat)
Kentucky legislation established the test window within the last 14 instructional days of the district’s modified calendar. Within the last 14 days of school, a test window of 5 consecutive instructional days must be set. The 5-day test window may begin on any day of the week (Monday-Friday). Districts may choose to have all schools use the same window or may choose to use different windows based upon grade levels-elementary (3-5), middle (6-8) and high (10-11).

With many possible windows, OAA has begun to ask all districts to complete a K-PREP Spring 2013 Test Window Survey. DACs will receive directions, an individual e-mail and survey form from Maranda Perkins (maranda.perkins@education.ky.gov). If DACs have not received directions, please contact Maranda Perkins immediately.


1 | Page
image2.wmf

oleObject2.bin

image3.wmf

oleObject3.bin

image4.wmf

oleObject4.bin

image1.wmf

oleObject1.bin

