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IMPORTANT DATES 
Feb. 1-Mar. 15:	EOC Test Window #4
Mar.5-19:		ACT Accommodations Window
Mar. 6-28:		ACT Rosters Open in SDRR (Opened on March 6 at 9:00 a.m. ET)
Mar.15:		Spring 2013 K-PREP Test Window Survey Deadline
Mar. 19:		ACT State Test Make-up Day


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will EILA certificates be sent to participants attending the recent DAC meetings?

A:	EILA certificates have been sent from the Office of Assessment and Accountability. If you attended one of the DAC meetings and have not yet received your certificate, please contact Teresa King at (502) 564-4394 or Teresa.King@education.ky.gov.
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ACT ROSTERS (Repeat)
On March 6, the ACT roster opened in the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application. The ACT roster will confirm participation of students who took the ACT in March and to indicate the reason for nonparticipation. Students may also be added or deleted from the roster as appropriate. 

The collection of 100-day accountability status for all students in grades 3-12 will occur in SDRR during the K-PREP rosters later this spring.  

The ACT roster will remain open through March 28 to confirm participation and provide nonparticipation reasons.

The SDRR Spring ACT Roster Manual can be accessed at the following link:

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx 

If you have any questions, e-mail KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov or call (502) 564-4394.

POSSIBLE EOC SURVEY QUESTIONS (Repeat)
Writing is critically important in today’s society. It equips students with the communication and thinking skills needed to participate effectively in society and is the primary basis upon which work and learning will be judged—in college and in the workplace. Although there has been a shift of constructed response from the state end-of-course administration to local administration, writing should continue to be utilized. KDE encourages writing to continue to be included in the curriculum, instruction and assessment at the high school level. 

To monitor writing within Kentucky high schools, District Assessment Coordinators will be asked to complete a survey next school year. Possible questions could include:
1. What types of writing pieces are students completing in English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History?
1. Are writing pieces included in students’ final grades?
1. Are constructed response items included in students’ final grade?
1. Were the constructed response items created by local staff?  
1. Were items from QualityCore’s Formative Item Pool utilized? 
1. How many constructed response items are completed throughout the year within English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History?

2011-12 NONACADEMIC DATA-FINAL (Repeat)
The review period for the 2011-12 Nonacademic data is complete and all final files have been updated and posted to the secure application site (http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/) under the Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) folder. The data will be made available for public viewing through the October 2013 Report Card. Additional release information will be shared with districts at a later time.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) or Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) at (502) 564-9853.

TRANSITION ATTAINMENT RECORD TRAINING (GRADES 8, 10 AND 11 ONLY) (Repeat)
The online training for the Transition Attainment Record (TAR) is now available. The TAR is an assessment checklist completed by the ARC or transition committee for students in grades 8, 10 and 11 only. The TAR aligns with the state mandated grade 8 EXPLORE, grade 10 PLAN and grade 11 ACT. 

Access the link below and scroll down the page to locate the TAR training provided. 

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx

The 2012-13 version of the TAR Administration Guidelines are provided below. If you have additional questions regarding the completion of the TAR contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.




MAKE-UP TESTING FOR ALTERNATE K-PREP WINDOW 1 (Repeat)
The first Alternate K-PREP test window has officially ended; now comes the time for districts to identify any students who need a make-up test administered. This is the first year make-up testing for Alternate K-PREP is available. In the past, students who missed a testing window were exempted. This resolution allows students to receive an accountable score for a complete assessment. 

Schools/districts should consider a make-up test for the following reasons:

1. Newly placed- Student placed in Alternate Assessment after the first window has occurred (no work samples required for window 1, but still need to be tested)
1. Transfer- A new student enters your district (Contact Kevin O’Hair or the former district to determine if a test was administered before a make-up test is given since the student will be accountable to someone and should have a test score)
1. Absence- Student was absent due to illness and has medically improved since the first testing window
1. Other- Reason not mentioned above

To initiate a make-up test, the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC), Director of Special Education (DoSE), District Alternate Assessment Consultant or Building Level Coordinator (BAC) must request a make-up test by completing and submitting the following information to Kevin O’Hair:

	Planned Date of Administration
	Reason for Make-Up Test
	Previous District Enrollment (if this applies)

EXEMPTIONS FOR ALTERNATE K-PREP (Repeat)
Exemptions (medical or extraordinary circumstances) will not be filed until the test rosters open in mid to late April. All exemptions will be filed in the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application and will follow the same process for students participating in the general K-PREP. Begin collecting data now, and then when the state test rosters open for all students in April, the exemption process may proceed.

Once the exemptions are filed in April, a response should be provided back to the district in a timely manner. If for some reason the exemption is denied and you would like to make-up the missed testing window, contact Kevin O’Hair to work out those details.

All students should remain on the rosters in the Student Registration Database (SRD) even if they do not test and plans are to file an exemption on their behalf this spring.

For additional questions about make-up testing or exemptions, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.
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