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IMPORTANT DATES 
Mar.5-19:	ACT Accommodations Window
Mar. 6-28:	ACT Rosters Open in SDRR (Opened on March 6 at 9:00 a.m. ET)
Mar. 19:	ACT State Test Make-up Day
Mar. 20-30:	ACCESS for ELLs® Data Validation Window with MetriTech
Apr. 15-June 15:	EOC Test Window #5
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Will the KYOTE Writing Exam be used to meet College and Career Readiness for English this year?

A:	Yes, the KYOTE Writing Exam will be used to meet College and Career Readiness for English this year. This is a new addition since the February DAC Meeting trainings. The Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education is seeking individuals to score the KYOTE Writing Exam. The KYOTE Writing Exam will be used to meet college readiness for English. The KYOTE Writing Exam benchmark is a 6 or higher.

The following invitation was sent to OAA for distribution and recruitment:

I wanted to update you on the creation of the KYOTE Writing Exam and invite you to a three-hour writing scorer training session on either March 26 or March 27.

KYOTE Writing Exam Update:  A writing exam with 75 prompts, a writing scorer’s training program, and a scorer’s exam is now complete. In order to score KYOTE Writing Exams you must complete the scorer training program and have a passing score on an exam. The goal is to have exams scored with consistency and fidelity by scorers across the state. Please note that, in general, scorers will not be scoring exams for their students.

Scorer Training: The KYOTE Writing Scorer Training program will take place at the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education offices in Frankfort on March 26 and 27. You will find the directions to the Council offices at http://www.cpe.ky.gov/about/directions.htm. 

Training sessions will be approximately three hours in length. Lunch will be provided about noon each day. 

Participants must register for this scorer training program. In an e-mail to me, sue.cain@ky.gov, please provide the names, the date (March 26 or March 27), and two times each participant is available to attend the training. Each participant will receive an e-mail confirming the date and time scheduled for his or her training. Preference of training times will be on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Each of the training groups will have approximately ten members. Training times for both days will be as follows:

Group 1:		9 a.m. – Welcome and training
10:15 a.m. – Practice and administering the scorer exam 
Group 2:		10:30 a.m. – Welcome and training
1:00 p.m. -- Practice and administering the scorer exam 
Group 3:		1:00 p.m. – Welcome and training
2:15 p.m. -- Practice and administering the scorer exam 

All postsecondary institutions, universities and each of the 16 KCTCS institutions, are invited to send a team of two to the scorer training program. Remember that participants must register for this training. We will not be able to pay for travel expenses for postsecondary participants. The Kentucky Department of Education is invited to send 40 individuals to the training. High school teachers and District Assessment Coordinators, interested in using KYOTE writing exams, are invited. We will be able to pay for a substitute teacher for teachers wanting to use the exam. If you can bring your own laptop that would be very helpful. The training is online.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you for all you do for college readiness.

Dr. Sue Cain
Senior Policy Advisor
Coordinator of College Readiness and Developmental Education
Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 320
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
Sue.Cain@ky.gov
502-573-1555 ext. 254


2012 GRADUATION RATE AND NONACADEMIC DATA
The KDE website has been updated with the final Graduation Rate and Nonacademic Data for 2012. This includes the updated data previously provided to districts for review through March 1. The Graduation Rate data are based on the Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate (AFGR) and the Nonacademic Data include Attendance, Dropout, Retention and Transition to Adult Life data. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) or Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) at (502) 564-9853. 

Link to Graduation Rate Data
Link to Nonacademic Data

ATTENTION-GRADE 5 TAM CORRECTION (DAC/BAC Action Required)
DACs and BACs helped KDE and Pearson identify a 5-minute discrepancy in the timing information for K-PREP 2013 testing. Reading Part B and Mathematics Part B scripts of the grade 5 Test Administrator’s Manual (TAM) do not cite the correct times from the Items and Times chart. Corrected pages will be included in your shipment of grade 5 TAMs that will have the correct timing information for those sections. These corrected pages will replace the scripts on pages 40 and 41 for Reading Part B and pages 47 and 48 for Mathematics Part B. For your reference, the corrected grade 5 TAM has also been posted to the KDE K-PREP page, with the affected pages (i.e., 40, 41, 47, and 48) indicating a revised date (March 14, 2013) at the top. DACs/BACs will receive an “Attention” notice with the Coordinator’s Kit. 

EXPLORE AND PLAN DATA REVIEW ISSUE
While completing the SDRR data review for EXPLORE and PLAN September 2012 testing, OAA staff has identified students included on rosters that do not have test scores. These students may have completed testing, but the demographic information did not match or the students may not have tested, but no explanation was provided. OAA has generated district spreadsheets that list these unresolved students. There were 109 districts impacted with at least one student in EXPLORE or PLAN that will require follow up in SDRR. The 109 district spreadsheets will be posted later this week (Thursday 3/21) on the KDE secure web application and DACs will be notified to download. Changes requested to individual student information must be made in SDRR, which will be reopened from 3/21 at 9:00 am ET to 3/29 at 12:00 pm ET (Note: OAA is closed the afternoon of March 29 for the Good Friday holiday). As OAA approves possible changes to student accountability, a district might receive a new student from one of the impacted districts. If this situation happens, DACs will receive an e-mail from SDRR regarding the accountability change. Attached is a list of the 109 impacted districts with the number of unresolved students for which spreadsheets will be posted. 



QUALITYCORE TARGET DATES - REMINDER
For schools testing in the April 15-June 16 window, target dates and deadlines are approaching. For more detailed information, please refer to the online training:

Direct video link: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2013/QualityCore_1-28-13.mp4

KDE Media Portal: http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/ 
Most computers and devices including iPads and smartphones can view/download from here.

For questions, please contact the Division of Support and Research in the Office of Assessment and Accountability at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 
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SHIPPING CONFIRMATION FOR EOC
In an attempt to better track end-of-course material shipments, ACT is able to provide DACs more detailed shipping information. A link will be provided for each original shipment (based on the number of units confirmed in the Vantage system). An auto-generated e-mail will be sent for supplemental orders placed.

Original Shipment
When QualityCore materials are shipped from ACT, the DAC will receive an e-mail from ACT’s QualityCore Customer Service (qualitycorecustomerservice@act.org) e-mail address. This e-mail will contain a link to a password protected excel document that contains information about what materials have shipped for each school. The e-mail will contain a password needed to open the file. Once the file is open, filter the document to locate the district and schools. 

Supplemental Shipment
When QualityCore materials are shipped from ACT, the DAC will receive the same auto-generated e-mail as last year. DACs should document the supplemental orders by items and quantity to be able to identify the schools for which the shipment is intended. The supplemental order process is designed to meet unexpected situations; therefore, preprinted information is not available.

Note: Test booklets and answer documents in the original shipments will be preprinted with student name and identifying information. Supplemental orders will not have preprinted information.


ACT, INC. CONDUCTS TEST SCORE STUDY 
ACT, Inc. has completed an analysis of three years of Kentucky test data. ACT’s purpose was to locate higher performing schools that have maintained high scores over time. On March 19, ACT will e-mail information to superintendents and principals concerning their results. It is important to note that the ACT results displayed in this study will NOT match the test results included in the Kentucky School Report Card due to unique calculations and definitions used in the ACT study. For more detail about the study, please go to the link provided in the ACT email and read the ACT NCEA FAQ document. 

If you have questions about the ACT website or data, please contact Chrys Bouvier with ACT by e-mail at chrys.bouvier@act.org.

DUPLICATES IN THE QUALITYCORE VANTAGE SYSTEM (repeat from Special DAC E-mail)
This is a time sensitive activity for those planning to test the first week of the April window. 

ACT recently discovered a large number of duplicate records that impacts a majority of schools in the QualityCore Vantage system. These duplicate accounts were created between January 22- 28. In order to help remedy the situation, ACT is purging the system of the duplicate student records. 

Duplicate records have the exact same: 
· Last name 
· First name 
· Date of Birth 
· State SSID (but has two QualityCore ID numbers)
· School code

Only student records that have no test data will be deleted. The record with the earliest creation date (lowest QualityCore ID number) will remain as the student account. If a duplicate record is deleted that has been placed in a current test roster, ACT will replace the student record with the original record (lowest QualityCore ID number).

If schools are testing the week of April 15-19, please urge schools to continue building test rosters to ensure students receive the materials they will need. ACT suggests a final review of test rosters to verify that rosters contain all the students the school intended to include. Preprinted test booklets will be printed on March 18 for schools testing the week of April 15-19.

If you have a student missing from your roster, please populate the roster(s) with the missing students per the directions on page 8 of the Test Supervisors Manual.

Removing Other Duplicate Records 
Other duplicates may be in the system that you also have the opportunity to remove. Duplicates are created, for example, when a school administrator creates a new record with a new QualityCore ID when that student record already existed in the system under a different QualityCore ID number. It is important that you always use the same QualityCore ID for the same student across test administrations. 

Please follow the instructions (attached) for identifying duplicate student records that have not been added to a roster. You will be instructed to promote the student to an “other” grade which will flag the student record to be deleted manually at ACT. 



If you have questions please contact ACT Customer Services at 866/764-7228. Thank you!


UPGRADE TO THE QUALITYCORE VANTAGE SYSTEM 
ACT will be conducting an upgrade to the QualityCore Vantage system on Tuesday, March 19 beginning at 6:00 p.m. EST. The system should be up and running by Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. EST. Please discontinue work during that shutdown.


EILA CERTIFICATES (repeat)
EILA certificates have been sent from the Office of Assessment and Accountability to all participants who attended the recent DAC meetings. If you attended one of the DAC meetings and have not yet received your certificate, please contact Teresa King at (502) 564-4394 or Teresa.King@education.ky.gov.
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