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IMPORTANT DATES 
Mar. 6-28:		ACT Rosters Open in SDRR 
Mar. 20-30:		ACCESS for ELLs® Data Validation Window with MetriTech
Mar. 26:		COMPASS Server Unavailable After 5:00 p.m. ET
Mar. 29:		State Offices Close at 11:45 a.m. for Good Friday Holiday
Apr. 8-May 24:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #2
Apr. 15-June 15:	EOC Test Window #5

**All state offices will close at 11:45 a.m. ET on Friday, March 29 in observance of Good Friday. Offices will re-open on Monday, April 1.**

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Does the Kentucky Department of Education have a process to include grade 8 student scores from End-of-Course (EOC) testing in high school accountability calculations?

A:	EOC testing in Algebra II, English II, Biology and U.S. History is a state-required component for high schools. During 2011-12, several hundred grade 8 students in accelerated programs completed coursework and testing in Algebra II and Biology. These grade 8 EOC student scores were “banked” or held until a process could be developed to include the grade 8 EOC scores in high school reporting. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) worked with other KDE offices, District Assessment Coordinators and the School Curriculum, Assessment and Accountability Council (SCAAC) on this issue.
	
	At its March 2013 meeting, SCAAC recommended that a student’s grade 8 EOC score(s) be banked until the student is enrolled in grade 9. A student’s grade 8 EOC score will be included in accountability reporting of the high school in which the student is enrolled for a full academic year in grade 9 (i.e., enrollment for any 100 instructional days). The logic of this approach is that the receiving high school is accepting the EOC coursework as a graduation requirement; therefore, the EOC test score should follow the course credit to the high school. This process continues to encourage strong accelerated programs in the middle school. This new process is a “win, win” for students and schools.
	
EXPLORE AND PLAN DATA REVIEW ISSUE (revised)
The text below is repeated from the DAC Monday E-Mail for March 18. OAA has posted district spreadsheets, which are available now for download, listing these unresolved students. 

When completing the SDRR data review for EXPLORE and PLAN September 2012 testing, OAA staff identified students included on rosters that did not have test scores. These students may have completed testing, but the demographic information did not match or the students may not have tested, but no explanation was provided. There were 109 districts impacted with at least one student in EXPLORE or PLAN that will require follow up in SDRR. Changes requested to individual student information must be made in SDRR which reopened on March 21 at 9:00 a.m. ET and will close on March 29 at 12:00 p.m. ET. (Note: OAA is closed the afternoon of March 29 for the Good Friday holiday). As OAA approves possible changes to student accountability, a district might receive a new student from one of the impacted districts. If this situation happens, DACs will receive an e-mail from SDRR regarding the accountability change. Attached is a list of the 109 impacted districts with the number of unresolved students for which spreadsheets have been posted.




NEW QUALITYCORE® MANUALS
New Test Supervisor’s and Room Supervisor’s Manuals are available for End-of-Course testing. These manuals reflect the removal of the constructed response section and the new test booklet format. Changes to the test booklet include: 1) a personalized test booklet; and 2) a perforated answer document within the test booklet that is pre-gridded with student information.

These and other manuals can be downloaded at the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) End-of-Course web page: http://www.act.org/stateservices/kentucky/index.html.  





QUALITYCORE® COMPUTER BASED TESTING TRAINING
For schools administering the QualityCore End-of-Course exam with computer based testing (CBT), an in-depth training is available. The information in this training includes technical components, preparing and administration of the assessments. 

Reminder:  During Window 6, June 16-July 15, students must test with CBT (with the exception of accommodated students who need special materials).  

To access the training, click the direct video link: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2013/QCCBT_3-8-13-2.mp4. 

For questions, please contact the Division of Support and Research in the Office of Assessment and Accountability at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 




ACT’S BOOTS ON THE GROUND INITIATIVE
In an effort to provide quality customer service, ACT, Inc. has initiated a Boots on the Ground project. The Boots on the Ground initiative will provide support to Kentucky districts to assure the accuracy of QualityCore® end-of-course test material delivery and assist in resolving issues that may arise. 

ACT staff members will offer assistance to select districts when receiving materials. ACT staff members will support the District Assessment Coordinators to:
1. Verify all boxes arrived per tracking information
1. Verify test materials are complete and accurate according to the packing list 
1. Spot check pre-slugged information on top of test books and on headers according to the rosters (included in packaging)
1. Check in with DAC and resolve any issues that may arise (may call back to ACT for issues)
1. Acquire valuable customer feedback about products and services 

The Boots on the Ground initiative will take place the month of April. If your district is chosen, ACT will contact the DAC to coordinate the arrival of test materials and ACT staff at the district offices. For questions on this initiative, please contact Scot Calvert at scot.calvert@act.org. 

COMPASS SERVER UNAVAILABLE MARCH 26 AFTER 5:00 P.M. ET
The KDE server, which stores COMPASS test results, will be unavailable after 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 26. This server is being upgraded to provide better performance and reliability. Please do not schedule COMPASS tests Tuesday after 5:00 p.m. ET. COMPASS testing may resume Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. ET.


UNBRIDLED LEARNING COLLEGE/CAREER READINESS FOR ALL WEB PAGE
The Kentucky Department of Education would like to introduce the new College/Career Readiness for All web page. The College/Career Readiness for All web page contains a collection of available links to college and career readiness rate resources and the College and Career Readiness Unified Plan. Also available on the new web page is a spreadsheet which provides guidance and information on the college and career readiness assessments: KOSSA, Industry Certificates, ASVAB, WorkKeys, ACT, COMPASS and KYOTE.  

The College/Career Readiness for All web page can be accessed at: http://education.ky.gov/educational/CCR/Pages/default.aspx.  

GENERAL EDUCATION TEACHERS NEEDED
The Office of Assessment and Accountability will be conducting a standard setting for the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks and the Transition Attainment Record in June. A list of meeting dates is provided below. Each content area session will last one day for the Attainment Tasks. The Transition Attainment Record sessions will last two days and include all content areas.

If your district has an elementary, middle or high school teacher that you would like to recommend for this activity, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov no later than April 19. Please check with your teachers, before recommending them, as this work does occur over their summer break. A $150.00 stipend will be offered per day to anyone selected to participate.


	CONTENT AREA
	MEETING DATE

	Reading
	June 10

	Writing
	June 11

	Mathematics
	June 12

	Science
	June 13

	Social Studies
	June 14

	
	

	TAR
	MEETING DATE

	Reading/Writing
	June 17 and 18

	Mathematics
	June 17 and 18

	Science
	Will not be reviewed since no changes have occurred




ALTERNATE K-PREP ATTAINMENT TASKS MATERIALS SENT TO DISTRICTS
Districts will receive materials sometime during the week of March 25-29. Upon receipt, DACs may disperse materials to the school BAC who may then share them with teachers to make any needed adaptations for their students before testing begins. A listing of materials expected to arrive in districts can be found below. For questions regarding materials please contact Tina Buster or Trina Johnson at (859) 257-7672.

NOTE: Schools/districts will not receive binders for test window 2. Materials may be placed in the empty school binders sent with test window 1 materials.

DAC Level:
One copy of each task for each grade level assessed in the Alternate Assessment Attainment Task (AT) may be used as a reference or for making additional copies. DACs should keep their copies until all assessments are complete in case makeup testing is required. All school materials will need to be destroyed after administrations have been completed. The completed score sheets will need to be placed in the student’s Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder (AAAF).

School Level: (only where Alternate Assessment students are enrolled)
0. Directions for administering the task
0. One copy of each grade level task
0. Individual Room Assignment (serves as a seating chart for Alternate K-PREP assessments) 
0. Copies of the answer sheet so that student responses can be recorded and later entered into the Student Registration Database


2012 GRADUATION RATE AND NONACADEMIC DATA (repeat)
The KDE website has been updated with the final Graduation Rate and Nonacademic Data for 2012. This includes the updated data previously provided to districts for review through March 1. The Graduation Rate data are based on the Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate (AFGR) and the Nonacademic Data include Attendance, Dropout, Retention and Transition to Adult Life data. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) or Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) at (502) 564-9853. 

Link to Graduation Rate Data
Link to Nonacademic Data


ATTENTION-GRADE 5 TAM CORRECTION (DAC/BAC Action Required) (repeat)
DACs and BACs helped KDE and Pearson identify a 5-minute discrepancy in the timing information for K-PREP 2013 testing. Reading Part B and Mathematics Part B scripts of the grade 5 Test Administrator’s Manual/Script (TAM) do not cite the correct times from the Items and Times chart. Corrected pages—printed on yellow paper--will be included in your shipment of grade 5 TAMs that will have the correct timing information for those sections. These corrected pages will replace the scripts on pages 40 and 41 for Reading Part B and pages 47 and 48 for Mathematics Part B. For your reference, the corrected grade 5 TAM has also been posted to our website, with the affected pages (i.e., 40, 41, 47, and 48) indicating a revised date (March 14, 2013) at the top. DACs/BACs will receive an “Attention” notice with the Coordinator’s Kit. 




EXPLORE AND PLAN DATA REVIEW ISSUE (revised)
When completing the SDRR data review for EXPLORE and PLAN September 2012 testing, OAA staff identified students included on rosters that did not have test scores. These students may have completed testing, but the demographic information did not match or the students may not have tested, but no explanation was provided. There were 109 districts impacted with at least one student in EXPLORE or PLAN that will require follow up in SDRR. OAA has posted district spreadsheets, which are available now for download, listing these unresolved students. Changes requested to individual student information must be made in SDRR which reopened on March 21 at 9:00 a.m. ET and will close on March 29 at 12:00 p.m. ET. (Note: OAA is closed the afternoon of March 29 for the Good Friday holiday). As OAA approves possible changes to student accountability, a district might receive a new student from one of the impacted districts. If this situation happens, DACs will receive an e-mail from SDRR regarding the accountability change. Attached is a list of the 109 impacted districts with the number of unresolved students for which spreadsheets have been posted.




QUALITYCORE® TARGET DATES – REMINDER (repeat)
For schools testing in the April 15-June 15 window, target dates and deadlines are approaching. For more detailed information, please refer to the online training:

Direct video link: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2013/QualityCore_1-28-13.mp4.


KDE Media Portal:  http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/ .   
Most computers and devices including iPads and smartphones can view/download from here.

For questions, please contact the Division of Support and Research in the Office of Assessment and Accountability at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 

[image: ]

SHIPPING CONFIRMATION FOR EOC (repeat)
In an attempt to better track End-of-Course material shipments, ACT is able to provide DACs more detailed shipping information. A link will be provided for each original shipment (based on the number of units confirmed in the Vantage system). An auto-generated e-mail will be sent for supplemental orders placed.

Original Shipment
When QualityCore materials are shipped from ACT, the DAC will receive an e-mail from ACT’s QualityCore Customer Service (qualitycorecustomerservice@act.org) e-mail address. This e-mail will contain a link to a password protected excel document that contains information about what materials have shipped for each school. The e-mail will contain a password needed to open the file. Once the file is open, filter the document to locate the district and schools. 

Supplemental Shipment
When QualityCore materials are shipped from ACT, the DAC will receive the same auto-generated e-mail as last year. DACs should document the supplemental orders by items and quantity to be able to identify the schools for which the shipment is intended. The supplemental order process is designed to meet unexpected situations; therefore, preprinted information is not available.

Note:  Test booklets and answer documents in the original shipments will be preprinted with student name and identifying information. Supplemental orders will not have preprinted information.


ACT, INC. CONDUCTS TEST SCORE STUDY (repeat)
ACT, Inc. has completed an analysis of three years of Kentucky test data. ACT’s purpose was to locate higher performing schools that have maintained high scores over time. On March 19, ACT will e-mail information to superintendents and principals concerning their results. It is important to note that the ACT results displayed in this study will NOT match the test results included in the Kentucky School Report Card due to unique calculations and definitions used in the ACT study. For more detail about the study, please go to the link provided in the ACT email and read the ACT NCEA FAQ document. 

If you have questions about the ACT website or data, please contact Chrys Bouvier with ACT by e-mail at chrys.bouvier@act.org.
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