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IMPORTANT DATES 
Apr. 8-May 24:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #2
Apr. 8:			Alternate K-PREP Student Registration Database (SRD) Opens
Apr. 15-June 15:	EOC Test Window #5
May 31:		Student Registration Database Closes
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q: 	Will site visits be conducted by staff members from the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA)?

A: 	Staff from the Office of Assessment and Accountability will be conducting assessment site visits to selected schools across Kentucky during the upcoming testing windows. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be contacted approximately 30 minutes before the team arrives at the school to announce the visit. DACs are invited to accompany the OAA team on the visit if they wish. 

During the visit, OAA staff will interview the BAC and/or Principal. Staff will focus particularly on the testing environment and will examine posters/classroom materials, placement of students for overcrowding and student work surfaces. 

The documents used by OAA staff to collect information during the visits are attached below. Staff will ask the school to provide:
0. 1 copy of a Good Faith Effort Checklist (if used)
0. 1 copy of a Seating Chart (any 2 grades)
0. 1 copy of a Testing Schedule
0. 1 copy of a Medical Exemption Form 
0. 1 copy of an Extraordinary Circumstances Form

OAA staff will ask to take a copy with them of Good Faith Effort Checklist, Seating Charts, Testing Schedule, Medical Exemption Form and/or Extraordinary Circumstance forms.

CHANGE FOR 2013
Student Individualized Education Programs (IEP), Program Service Plans (PSP) and/or 504 Plans will be reviewed through the Infinite Campus student identification system.

Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folders (AAAF) will not be requested during these site visits. OAA will contact various districts closer to the end of the school year and request AAAFs be mailed for review.

Please share information about the visits and the documents that will be used with your BACs and Principals or other appropriate staff. 



	

K-PREP ERASURE ANALYSIS – KENTUCKY INCREASES FOCUS ON TEST SECURITY (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
Recently school districts in Atlanta, Washington, D.C. and Kentucky (in 2010) have had cheating scandals. All states, including Kentucky, are adding forensics to their testing processes. Kentucky currently uses erasure analysis but is adding more forensic procedures to examine test data. The attachment is an important message regarding test security. As you prepared for the spring test windows, please share this message with building assessment coordinators, principals and teachers. 

The bottom line is forensic analysis has arrived in Kentucky with the intent of maintaining the integrity of the state test. Remember, it is very easy to avoid problems: Follow the rules laid out in the Administration Code and Inclusions regulations. Administer the test adhering to the procedures in the test manuals and instructions. Monitor your students closely during testing—good monitoring reduces student cheating. 

The Office of Assessment and Accountability is generating district-specific spreadsheets with erasure analysis data to share with District Assessment Coordinators. OAA will notify DACs when this information is available.




EOC ROSTER CREATION IN VANTAGE
If districts are not seeing the entire EOC student records in your Vantage school site, please follow the directions for adding students on page 11 of the Test Supervisor’s Manual. Feel free to contact ACT Customer Services at 866/764-7228 for additional support. OAA encourages districts to start creating rosters as early as possible to avoid any unforeseen delays.

LATEST INFORMATION ON ASVAB TESTING 
On April 5, the United States Military Entrance Stations (MEPS) notified the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) that federal funding has been approved for the ASVAB Student Testing Program from April 8 through May 31. ASVAB will resume the scheduled test sessions beginning April 8. At this time, there is no information on how budget affects fall 2013.

OAA had shared in the DAC Monday E-Mail for April 1 that ASVAB testing was suspended immediately due to federal budget issues. Currently, federal funding has restored ASVAB testing. 

WIDA CONFERENCE REGISTRATION OPEN
WIDA is hosting its first national conference, "Language Learner Success: Building on Strengths," October 17-19, in Milwaukee, WI. Early bird registration is now open to general education/content area, special education, and ESL/bilingual teachers, as well as school, district, and state administrators and all others who support the education of language learners. Early bird registrants receive a $100 discount and space is limited, so please register today. For more information about the WIDA Conference, please click on the following link: Learn more.
In addition, two pre-conference workshops will be facilitated by Dr. Jeff Zwiers of Stanford and WIDA Lead Developer Dr. Margo Gottlieb. Milwaukee Public Schools has generously collaborated with WIDA to set up an intriguing menu of school site visit options. Individuals who also attend the conference will receive a discount on these pre-conference opportunities.
The draft conference program will be released soon. Be sure to visit www.widaconference.us regularly for the latest updates.
COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS WEBINARS
ACT, Inc. is offering webinars on how to use data to improve student performance. 

EXPLORE Student Score Report: Understanding and Utilizing Report Data
April 10 at 11:00 a.m. ET
1. See if your students are on target for college and career readiness 
1. Learn how to begin identifying skill gaps with data and how you can adjust curriculum to close the gaps 
1. Summarize the performance of your students by reviewing data 
1. Compare your students' scores and subscores with those of students nationally 
EXPLORE Aggregate Reporting Package
April 24 at 2:00 p.m. ET
Participants will learn what each aggregate report is telling you, what types of data are available within each aggregate report, and potential ways to use the reports for interventions with students.
For more information and to register for the webinars, please visit, http://www.act.org/learningevents/webinars/index.html. 
SECOND ALTERNATE K-PREP TESTING WINDOW NOW OPEN 
The second Alternate K-PREP testing window to administer Attainment Tasks (AT) is now open. This will be the second of two windows set to assess content standards for reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing. No tasks for window 2 were to be administered before April 8. 

Instruction may continue into the testing window as long as the content provided is not derived from the actual Attainment Tasks being administered. Once the task administration begins, all instruction for that standard should cease until after the task administration has been completed. The second testing window will end May 24.

Any make-up tests for window 1 not yet administered may continue into window 2. For questions about administering the second Alternate K-PREP window or a make-up for the first window, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov.

STUDENT REGISTRATION DATABASE FOR ALTERNATE K-PREP 
Score entry for test window 2 is now available. Teachers who had access to enter scores during window 1 will continue to have access for score entry during window 2. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will have the same level of access that was provided during window 1.

All access to the SRD will close on May 31. Due to timelines for early fall reporting, KDE will not be able to provide extensions for Alternate K-PREP past the May 31 deadline.

UPDATED K-PREP TEST BLUEPRINT (repeat)
The most recent blueprint (dated 3/27/13) is attached below and available on the KDE website at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/K-PREP.aspx. The only change in this updated blueprint is to reformat the On-Demand Writing (ODW) section. The new section better displays that all modes of writing may be assessed with either prompt.

The ODW assessment changes from year-to-year so that all students have the opportunity to write to different modes. During ODW test administration, students chose one of two stand-alone prompts, and complete one mandatory passage-based prompt. ODW assessments are based on the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS) which are the common core state standards for English Language Arts (ELA).




DAC/BAC CERTIFICATION OF PROPER TEST ADMINISTRATION FORMS (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) (repeat)
At the close of the summative test window, KDE needs confirmation that proper testing has occurred. Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs) should complete the BAC certification form and submit to their District Assessment Coordinator (DAC). DACs will need to complete the DAC certification form and submit to KDE, no later than 2 weeks after completion of their district’s testing window. 






EOC FAQ FOR PARENTS (repeat)
A frequently asked question document is now available for parents on the end-of-course assessment. Thank you to Fayette County School’s District Assessment Coordinator, Michele Reynolds, originator of the document. School staff may customize the Word version for local use.





ASVAB AFQT ENTRY FOR CAREER READINESS (repeat) 
The process for reporting ASVAB scores for College and Career Readiness (CCR) accountability has changed for 2012-13. Schools must enter the AFQT scores directly into the Technical Education Database System (TEDS) and maintain the ASVAB CD to provide to the Career and Technical Education (CTE) monitoring team when they conduct CTE Perkins and Career Readiness visits. Please work with your TEDS Coordinators to have this data entered into TEDS.
 

WIDA RESEARCH STUDY (repeat)
WIDA Research is conducting a study of content teachers’ positive experiences using group work with ELL students in grade 6, 7 and 8 mathematics, science, and English language arts classrooms. The goal of the study is to develop practitioner-based recommendations for designing group work that meets the needs of ELLs in content classrooms. Questions about the WIDA research study contact the Principal Investigator, Naomi Lee, Ph.D. through e-mail or by phone at parkerlee@wisc.edu or (608) 265-2905. For more information about the study, see the following attachments.





FEBRUARY 2013 DAC TRAINING RESOURCES AVAILABLE (repeat from Special DAC E-Mail)
The Division of Support and Research (DSR) has now finalized and posted, to our web page, the PowerPoints from the February DAC trainings and accompanying videos. For better access to specific topics, the PowerPoints have been divided into sections. Please feel free to utilize these resources during training within your districts and schools. The trainings can be accessed at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx. 
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