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IMPORTANT DATES 
Apr. 8-May 24:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #2
Apr. 15-June 15:	EOC Test Window #5
Apr. 22:	SDRR for Spring Test Rosters Opens at 9:00 a.m. ET
April 29:	K-PREP Test Materials Arrive in Districts Testing Between May 20 - June 3 (Shipment Option 3)
May 31:	Alternate K-PREP Student Registration Database Closes


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q: 	Why is PLAN listed as a test type in the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) system?

A: 	Current Grade 9 students are listed under PLAN to provide schools and districts with an opportunity to update student accountability status for future PLAN testing in Fall 2013, since EXPLORE and PLAN accountability are both based on 100 days enrollment in the previous school year. 


QUALITYCORE TARGET DATES - REMINDER
For schools testing in the June 17 – July 15 window, target dates and deadlines are approaching. 


	
	Deadlines for June 17 – July 15
End-of-Course Testing

	
	

	Begin Testing the Week of:
	June 17
	June 24
	July 1
	July 8
	July 15

	Confirm Unit Usage
	April 22
	April 29
	May 6
	May 13
	May 20

	Create/Upload Users & Teachers
	Should be Complete

	Create/Upload Students
	May 6
	May 13
	May 20
	May 27
	June 3

	Create Class Test Rosters
	May 13
	May 20
	May 27
	June 3
	June 10

	*Finalize Class Rosters
	May 17
	May 24
	May 31
	June 7
	June 14




For more detailed information, please refer to the online training (this training was previously released):

Direct video link: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/On-Demand2013/QualityCore_1-28-13.mp4

KDE Media Portal: http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/ 
Most computers and devices including iPads and smartphones can view/download from here.

For questions, please contact the Division of Support and Research in the Office of Assessment and Accountability at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 


VANTAGE BATCH PRINT FUNCTION INFLATED SUB-SCORES
The End-of-Course (EOC) Student Reports printed using the batch print function between February 15 and April 5 contained some inflated sub-scores for students who took all three sections of the test (MC+MC+CR) for each EOC assessment (English II, Algebra II, Biology, U.S. History). 
The reporting issue with sub-scores has been corrected and schools may reprint students’ reports with the batch print function, if they wish.

Please note: During this time, Student Reports printed using the single report print option were correct. The Scale Score (as opposed to sub-scores) on both Student Report versions (single and batch print) were also correct. 

To identify if Student Reports have been printed using the batch print function, look for the following: 1) a scannable Quick Response (QR) code present in the top right quadrant of the report; and 2) a date in the bottom left-hand corner that specifies “Generated on xx/xx/xx.” Additionally, if the date is between February 15 and April 5, the sub-scores could be inflated.


PROGRAM REVIEW UPDATE
An issue with the Practical Living/Career Studies (PLCS) Program Review within ASSIST has surfaced. Due to a glitch that occurred during the last ASSIST tool update, one characteristic was not visible to prompt a response from schools. That characteristic was: 

Curriculum & Instruction
Demonstrator 5 – ILP
Characteristic 
1. At the high school level, all students select and note in their ILP at least 4 courses related to their career major and one of the state’s 14 Career Clusters.
The issue was resolved as of April 9. Please check with your schools to confirm that they are aware of this correction, especially if they have completed the PLCS Program Review.

KDE is continuously working with our vendor to catch issues early to ensure these will not have a negative impact on accountability. Questions about this should be addressed to Todd Davis at todd.davis@education.ky.gov or at (502)564-2706.

Next Steps Diagnostics
The Office of Next-Generation Learners would also like to remind you of the Next Steps Diagnostic. This final step is to analyze the findings from each program review to determine how the school will make recommendations to improve and sustain each program. This diagnostic is narrative in format and is required to be completed as part of the Program Review Report submission.


STUDENT DATA REVIEW AND REPORTING (SDRR) APPLICATION NOW OPEN FOR SPRING TEST ROSTERS (DAC Action Required) (Update)
SDRR opened today at 9:00 a.m. ET for schools and districts to begin work with rosters for spring testing. SDRR rosters communicate to the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) information for students enrolled in grades 3 through 12 including demographic data, test accommodations, nonparticipation, exemptions and accountability changes. Data in SDRR is organized by specific test: K-PREP Pearson 3-8, 10 and 11; K-PREP End-of-Course (Algebra II, Biology, English II and U.S. History); Alternate K-PREP; fall 2013 PLAN (grade 9) and College/Career Readiness (grade12). A SDRR Roster PowerPoint presentation, video training and SDRR Manual are now available. SDRR will close mid-June—an exact date will be shared in a future DAC communication. See the links below for access to PowerPoint, video and manual. 

Manual and PowerPoint
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx       

Video
http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/videos/sddr-spring-2013-rosters/ 



TEST ADMINISTRATOR’S MANUAL/SCRIPTS (TAMs) (repeat)
Two TAMs per grade level are included in the test materials shipment. Pearson will include 1 TAM per 18 students for each grade level in school shipments. The DAC shipment will include an additional 2 TAMs per grade level.


MATRICES ITEMS REMOVED FROM ALGEBRA II SCORES (repeat)
The official Mathematics standards adopted by the Kentucky Board of Education, the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS), include matrices. However, the ACT QualityCore Algebra II Blueprint, as communicated with all Kentucky school districts at the beginning of the 2012-13 school year, did not include matrices as an assessed area. Since the Algebra II assessment is included in both student and school accountability and has the potential to negatively affect both, the Kentucky Department of Education has worked with ACT, Inc. to remove the impact of the matrices items from the student and school scores. 

As a result of the removal of the matrices items, previous student scores from the Algebra II assessment taken this year (2012-13) may have changed. These scores have been updated in the Vantage system and will be used in school accountability. Attached is a list of the school districts that have at least one student whose score has been updated to reflect the change. Some scores were positively affected; some scores were negatively affected. School staff may decide how to utilize the new scores in students’ grades. District Assessment Coordinators may access the student information on the secure web portal at http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/ for those whose scores were impacted. The information will be listed under Student Data Detail, SD13_District Number_EOC_Scale_Score_Change_Agl II_District Name.

Matrices items will be included on the Algebra II assessment, but will not be included in the student and school scores for the 2012-13 school year. In the April/May and June/July window, no scores will include matrices items (there will be no need for updated scores). Beginning with the August 2013 test window, all items (including matrices items) on the Algebra II exam for the 2013-14 school year will be included in the student score and school accountability.




SITE VISITS (update) (repeat)
Staff from the Office of Assessment and Accountability will be conducting assessment site visits to selected schools across Kentucky during the upcoming testing windows. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be contacted approximately 30 minutes before the team arrives at the school to announce the visit. DACs are invited to accompany the OAA team on the visit if they wish. 

During the visit, OAA staff will interview the BAC and/or Principal. Staff will focus particularly on the testing environment and will examine posters/classroom materials, placement of students for overcrowding and student work surfaces. 

The documents used by OAA staff to collect information during the visits are attached below. Staff will ask the school to provide:
0. 1 copy of a Good Faith Effort Checklist (if used)
0. 1 copy of a Seating Chart (any 2 grades)
0. 1 copy of a Testing Schedule
0. 1 copy of a Medical Exemption Form 
0. 1 copy of an Extraordinary Circumstances Form
0. 1 copy of a Program Services Plan (any 2 students)

OAA staff will ask to take a copy with them of Good Faith Effort Checklist, Seating Charts, Testing Schedule, Medical Exemption Form and/or Extraordinary Circumstance forms.

CHANGE FOR 2013
Student Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) will be reviewed through the Infinite Campus student identification system. Program Services Plans (PSPs) will be collected during the visits. No information will be reviewed or collected for 504 Plans.

Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folders (AAAF) will not be requested during these site visits. OAA will contact various districts closer to the end of the school year and request AAAFs be mailed for review.

Please share information about the visits and the updated documents that will be used with your BACs and Principals or other appropriate staff. 





K-PREP ERASURE ANALYSIS – KENTUCKY INCREASES FOCUS ON TEST SECURITY (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) (repeat)
Recently, school districts in Atlanta, Washington, D.C. and Kentucky (in 2010) have had cheating scandals. All states, including Kentucky, are adding forensics to their testing processes. Kentucky currently uses erasure analysis but is adding more forensic procedures to examine test data. The attachment is an important message regarding test security. As you prepare for the spring test windows, please share this message with building assessment coordinators, principals and teachers. 

The bottom line is forensic analysis has arrived in Kentucky with the intent of maintaining the integrity of the state test. Remember, it is very easy to avoid problems: Follow the rules laid out in the Administration Code and Inclusion regulations. Administer the test adhering to the procedures in the test manuals and instructions. Monitor your students closely during testing—good monitoring reduces student cheating. 

The Office of Assessment and Accountability is generating district-specific spreadsheets with erasure analysis data to share with District Assessment Coordinators. OAA will notify DACs when this information is available.
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