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IMPORTANT DATES 
Apr. 8-May 24:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #2
Apr. 15-June 15:	EOC Test Window #5
May 31:	Alternate K-PREP Student Registration Database Closes
June 5: 	Deadline to Enter Additional Orders for K-PREP Regular and Accommodated Testing Materials in PearsonAccess

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Are there any clarifications for the 2013 K-PREP Testing?

A: 	On-Demand Writing—For On-Demand Writing at grades 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11, test administrators should emphasize to students prior to the onset of testing, that when turning the page to begin Writing Part B, start the essay on the left side of the folded 11x17 paper. Should a student start on the right side leaving a blank page in the on-demand writing space, scorers are trained to begin scoring on the second page. Students or proctors can add a note to the first page (blank) indicating that the answer begins on page 2.

Grade 5 Test Booklets—A small error has been noted in Forms 5 and 9 of the K-PREP Grade 5 Test Booklets. In Social Studies Part C, the directions say to enter your responses in the Student Response Booklet, Part B. Most students will have already completed Part B before hearing the direction. Teachers/proctors may correct this statement. Students will answer in the Student Response Booklet, Part C.

Testing Accommodations Noted—For students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and Program Services Plans (PSPs), any accommodations USED during testing should be marked in the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application. No 504 Plan accommodations are entered in SDRR.


PROGRAM REVIEW SUBMISSION DEADLINE REMINDER
District-approved Program Review scores must be submitted into ASSIST by June 1. These scores will be publicly reported this fall and will be used in the calculation which sets goals for the 2013-14 school year. The Office of Next-Generation Learners is now monitoring the ASSIST system. As of May 1, 478 schools have not entered scores.

District staff assigned to work with Program Reviews should follow up with schools to ensure that their work is done in a timeframe that allows district staff to approve and enter the scores before the deadline. Please be aware that in order for schools to submit Program Reviews, they must first click the “Start a New Diagnostic” button to create a new file for the 2012-13 school year.

Attached is the list of schools that, as of May 1, have not started to submit Program Review scores into ASSIST. The list includes alternative program (non-A1) schools since some districts have chosen to have these schools complete the Program Reviews.

Additional information on the program reviews is located at: http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/pgmrev/Pages/default.aspx 

For questions about Program Review content or submission, contact Robert Duncan at (502) 564-2106 or Robert.duncan@education.ky.gov or Todd Davis at (502) 564-2706 or Todd.davis@education.ky.gov. For questions about Program Reviews in accountability, contact Kathy Moore at (502) 564-4394 or Kathy.Moore@education.ky.gov. For technical questions related to ASSIST, please call AdvancEd at (888) 413-3669.




KINDERGARTEN ACCESS FOR ELLS® SCORE REPORTS
WIDA has identified an issue with the Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs® reports after the reports were shipped to the districts. WIDA is shipping replacement reports--one copy of the LEA memo to every district and school, and one copy of the parent/guardian letter with every Kindergarten score report free of charge to all districts in Kentucky. Attached are the sample materials the district will receive soon. Once the district receives the new reports, please destroy the old ones. This will not impact any exit criteria decisions for the district since Kindergarten students cannot exit until after taking first grade ACCESS for ELLs.






SDRR TROUBLESHOOTING PROCEDURES (repeat)
Should an error occur in the Student Data Review and Reporting (SDRR) application when trying to update demographic or accountability information, follow the troubleshooting steps outlined below to assist OAA in more quickly fixing any issue. 

Troubleshooting Steps 
1. Determine if the issue is with this computer
0. Try another browser 
0. Try a different computer 
1. Determine if the issue is with access for this UserID
1. Ask another user to make the change

If the issue is not resolved by changing/updating the browser or computer, please report it to KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov with the following information:

0. Student SSID and Name 
0. School(s) or District Name 
0. Problem or error
0. Browser name and version
0. Username(s) and password(s)

KAAC DAC AND BAC OF THE YEAR AWARDS (repeat)
The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) is now accepting nominations for the 2013 District (DAC) and Building Assessment Coordinators (BAC) of the year awards. To submit nominations, please complete the online nomination form by the end of the day on May 31. Winners will be recognized at the annual conference in October. The form will ask for your contact information and that of two additional people in support of this nomination. If you have questions, please contact KAAC at: kaac@kaac.org.





FREE SUMMER MATHEMATICS PROGRAM (repeat)
MetaMetrics® is offering the Summer Math Challenge, a free six-week, e-mail-based, mathematics skills program based on Common Core State Standards for students who have finished second through fifth grade. The program runs June 24 - August 2. Teachers may find this a beneficial resource to share with parents for use in conjunction with the student’s individual Quantile® measure. To get more information and/or enroll their child, parents can visit quantiles.com/summer-math. Enrollment opens May 1. 

CHANGE TO SCHOOL SERVICE AREA (RECONFIGURATION) REQUESTS (repeat)
The Office of Assessment and Accountability asks that District Assessment Coordinators submit information on schools with service area changes for the 2013-14 school year by June 30. Change to school service area (reconfiguration) requests need to be made if:
1. the grade range in a school changes,
1. a new school is opened,
1. a school is closed, 
1. a school boundary changes, or 
1. a shift in student population of more than 40% occurs (regulation changed stability from 80% to 60%)*.
* 703 KAR 5:240, Accountability administrative procedures and guidelines, provides the stable population definition as follows: “A school shall be considered to have a stable population, if as a result of a change in service area boundaries or local board of education policies affecting student population served by a school, the population of the school remains at sixty (60) percent or higher of its original students from the previous year in the accountability grades.” 

It is important to understand the impact of reconfiguration is different under the new Unbridled Learning accountability system than it was in No Child Left Behind (NCLB) days. Under the new system, KDE will hold all reconfigured schools accountable each year; there is no delay or waiver in accountability when reconfiguration occurs. Two steps are followed:  (1) the new system uses one year’s data to place the school on the Overall Score and Percentile scale; therefore, a reconfigured school stays in the accountability system with its scores from the current year, and (2) KDE will re-compute a school’s AMO goals using the student scores from the schools affected by the reconfiguration; therefore, reconfigured schools will have annual AMO goals to meet. Due to the changes in the accountability system, reconfigured schools are held accountable. 

For any school that falls into one of the five categories bulleted above, complete the attached spreadsheet and e-mail to Tina Logan at tina.logan@education.ky.gov by June 30. If a school is closed or a new school is opened, the numbers lost or gained from other schools in the district that are affected by this change should be entered into the spreadsheet. For reconfiguration questions, contact Tina Logan at e-mail address above or contact our office at (502) 564-9853. 



LITHOCODE/SERIAL NUMBER (repeat)
Lithocode/serial number is an optional field in SDRR. OAA suggests that the Litho field be completed, when a replacement K-PREP Student Response Booklet (SRB) has been issued, due to bodily fluids, torn booklet, etc. Enter the serial number from the replacement SRB into the Litho field on the Student Roster.

KYOTE WRITING EXAM AVAILABILITY (repeat with updated attachment)
The following updated information is from KYOTE representatives. The updated attachment includes the process scorers will use to score the KYOTE exams.

The KYOTE Writing Exam for students will be available for scheduling beginning May 1. If you were not able to attend the scoring session, the online Writing Exam Scorer Training and Scorer Certifying Exam will also be available on May 1. To take the certification exam, please contact Kathy Garrett (kathy.garrett@ky.gov ) to get information about the Practice Exam and to schedule the exam to be a certified scorer. Remember that someone from your school must be certified as a scorer to schedule the exam for students at your school. If you were certified at the training but have not yet created a KYOTE Teacher Account you need to do so before scheduling students at your school for the exam.

Following is additional information about the exam that may be helpful to you.

1. In order to administer the KYOTE Writing Exam at your school or postsecondary institution you need to have at least one certified writing exam scorer. Certified scorers from each postsecondary institution will score the placement exams for their students. Certified scorers from high schools will score exams from other high schools outside their school district.  

1. If you choose to be a scorer for the KYOTE Writing Exam you are agreeing to use the Kentucky College Readiness Writing Rubric and related information provided at the KYOTE website in the professional manner outlined in the KYOTE Users Guide and in the Kentucky Department of Education and/or your college and university faculty handbook. Scoring the KYOTE Writing Exam means scoring student exams to determine readiness for college credit-bearing courses (scores of 6 or higher) or for placement in courses built to support students in developing foundational writing skills (5 or below).

1. Once you are a certified scorer, you will receive an e-mail from Kathy Williams (kathy.williams@eku.edu) when you have been given responsibility for scoring a set of student exams. Student exams should be scored within a week of that notification. When high school students take the KYOTE Writing Exam, each exam will be scored by two scorers who are not in that school district. Student scores should be posted within two weeks after exam administration.

1. The scoring process is very important. Following the time line for scoring (within one week of the time the exams are assigned to you for scoring) is critical for students and schools to receive exam results within two weeks. A Writing Exam Administrator will review scores, assign additional scorers as needed, and enter student scores into the KYOTE system for all high school, college and university exam administrations. When two individuals score a high school exam and both score at or above the readiness benchmark score (6), a readiness score of 6 or higher will be entered; when both scores are below the college readiness benchmark score (5 or less), a whole number score of 5 or less will be entered; when one scorer scores a student’s paper less than 6 and one scorer scores the same paper 6 or higher, then a third scorer will score the exam and the student score will be based on the readiness level of the two scores that agree on readiness levels (college ready or not college ready). 

1. Once student scores are assigned, students and KYOTE test administrators can login to the KYOTE system and see student scores. 

1. There will be an expert scorer reviewing scored writing exams on an ongoing basis to ensure scoring of exams is consistent with the scoring of expert scorers. This individual will also be conducting an inter-rater reliability study of scored student exams.

Attached is a set of e-mails and processes Kathy Garrett and Kathy Williams will be sending to individuals who want to become certified scorers of the KYOTE Writing Exam. The Writing Exam is scheduled in the same manner as the KYOTE Reading and Mathematics Exam. K-12 schools need to use the KYOTE Writing:  KDE/Readiness link for scheduling exams and colleges and universities need to use the KYOTE Writing:  College Use Only exam. The reason for the two exams is the differences in the scoring processes; two individuals from outside the school district will score the high school exams and college and university faculty at the same institution will be scoring their own placement exams.

Contact Kathy Garrett (kathy.garrett@ky.gov ) or Sue Cain (Sue.Cain@ky.gov) at (502) 573-1555 ext. 254 with questions.




ANNUAL SENIOR TRANSITION SURVEY (repeat)
Each spring, schools have seniors complete the Annual Senior Transition Survey prior to the end of their senior year. The information collected on this survey is used to validate post-graduation information for the Nonacademic Transition data submitted each fall. If you have any questions regarding this, contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) via e-mail or phone at (502)-564-9853.

http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/Nonacademic-Data.aspx 
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