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IMPORTANT DATES 
July 29-Aug. 16:	EXPLORE/PLAN Materials Online Ordering Application Open
Aug.1:	New DAC Training Sponsored by KAAC, Louisville
Aug.1:	ACT COMPASS® Available
Aug.1-Sept.15:	EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 2:	K-PREP Individual Student Data Released in PearsonAccess from Spring 2013 Test Administration
Aug. 30:	Deadline to Upload Spreadsheets for Obtaining ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators’ Passwords


[bookmark: _GoBack]
QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	How many more times will the ACT EXPLORE and PLAN assessments be administered statewide?

A:	Kentucky will administer the EXPLORE and PLAN assessments two more times as mandatory state assessments, September 2013 and September 2014. ACT, Inc. will no longer develop these two products. Instead, they are developing ACT Aspire. More information on Aspire can be found at www.discoveractaspire.org.

Kentucky has been well served by EXPLORE and PLAN over the years. Individual districts that purchase the assessments will have the option of administering EXPLORE and PLAN through the end of the 2014-15 academic year—specifically through June 2015.

State statute requires a high school readiness assessment at Grade 8 and a college readiness assessment at Grade 10. KDE will follow the procurement process to seek assessments to meet the legislative requirement. Stakeholders will be sought to assist with the selection process.


ACT PRINCIPAL VERIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENT PACKETS
ACT testing for spring 2014 is scheduled for Tuesday, March 4, as the Initial Test Date, Tuesday, March 18, as the Makeup Test Date, and the Accommodation Window (ACT-Approved and State-Allowed) March 4 through 18. To begin the process, principals will receive a Principal Verification Letter (and e-mail) the week of July 22. It is important for schools needing to edit their principal’s contact information to respond promptly so that ACT has the correct contact information.

The week of September 2, high school principals will receive Test Center Establishment Packets. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be provided with a link to the KDE site that allows them to access PDF copies of these materials. Included in the packets will be instructions to appoint a Test Supervisor, Back-up Test Supervisor, and Test Accommodations Coordinator. Information for each person appointed and registration information for each person appointed will be provided. Registration information for Test Administration Training Sessions will be included. 

ACCESS FOR ELLS® TEST ADMINISTRATOR PASSWORDS (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) (updated)
The upload URL has been updated below. Annually, DACs work with Chris Williams in OAA to update the listing of ACCESS test administrators and secure passwords for ACCESS. In order for ACCESS for ELLs® test administrators to receive their passwords, DACs will need to go to the KDE secure site (http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login). Contact your district WAAPOC for ID and password, if you need help with the KDE secure site. Then select the “Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF)” entry. When the list of files is displayed, download the “SD14_ [your district number] _ [district name] _accesspasswords.xls” to a secure site on your PC. Open the file with Excel and download the attached EXCEL spreadsheet of all ACCESS for ELLs® test administrators from last year. 

The DAC will need to do the following:
1. Send Chris Williams an e-mail with the test administrators who are no longer giving ACCESS for ELLs® so the names can be deleted.
1. Add new 2013-14 ACCESS test administrators in the district to the bottom of the spreadsheet. 
1. Highlight the spreadsheet in yellow if DAC made changes to the test administrator’s information (name change, e-mail change, changed district, etc.). 

Once the spreadsheet is completed, upload the changed file. An XLS extension is the preferred file type. URL is https://applications.education.ky.gov/WebUpload/login.aspx 
User ID:	KCCTFILE (all capital letters)
Password:	UPLOAD (all capital letters)
Note: Do not check the box to notify the Commissioner.

Please upload the EXCEL spreadsheet by August 30 to receive ACCESS for ELLs® passwords for each of your new test administrators this year. If districts have new personnel hired after the deadline, please e-mail the additional staff information to chris.williams@education.ky.gov to enroll and receive ACCESS for ELLs® passwords. (See attachments below for downloading the file and uploading your EXCEL spreadsheet changes.)





After passwords are received, follow instructions below for having the test administrators update their information on the WIDA website, www.wida.us. First, the test administrator will need to login with ACCESS username and password. Once logged in, the test administrator will update the information on the right. (See attachment for the screenshot to update test administrator information.)


DATA RELEASE TENTATIVE TIMELINE AND KASA POWERPOINT PRESENTATION (repeat from July 18 Special DAC E-Mail)
Ken Draut and Rhonda Sims presented an Assessment and Accountability Update at the Kentucky Association of School Administrators (KASA) conference on July 18. Attached is the PowerPoint presentation. An electronic training will be scheduled to walk interested DACs through this presentation. 

An important item shared is the tentative schedule for data release. It is slide #3 in the presentation.

While the dates are tentative and depend on the receipt of data from vendors, OAA asks DACs to place these dates on your calendar. 

Individual student data released first in PearsonAccess

August 2 	K-PREP individual test scores (NAPD) (all subjects grades 3-8, writing at grades 10-11)
August 16	Individual student reports with student growth percentile

Note: EOC individual scores already reported.

Schools and districts will have opportunity to review student data for accountability and demographics before public reporting. 
August 14-27	Data review and cleanup in SDRR
September 12	DAC training and Quality Control day for system issues


Public Reporting (tentative)
Week of September 23-27	Public release of accountability reports via the School Report Card





ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLS® REPORTS (repeat)
Please see the attached memo with information regarding the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Parent/Guardian and Teacher Score Reports that were sent before June 25. It also includes a copy of the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Performance Definitions referenced within the memo.

If you have any questions, please contact the WIDA Help Desk at help@wida.us or 1-866-276-7735.
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