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IMPORTANT DATES 
July 29-Aug. 16:	EXPLORE/PLAN Materials Online Ordering Application Open
July 31:	KASA Presentation in Online Sessions
Aug.1:	New DAC Training Sponsored by KAAC, Louisville
Aug.1:	ACT COMPASS® Available
Aug.1-Sept.15:	EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 2:	K-PREP Individual Student Data Released in PearsonAccess from Spring 2013 Test Administration
Aug. 30:	Deadline to Upload Spreadsheets for Obtaining ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators’ Passwords



QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will the ACT EXPLORE and PLAN online ordering application open?


A:	The ACT EXPLORE and PLAN ordering application is now open. The online order application hosted by ACT, Inc., the same application used for ordering last year, can be accessed at https://readiness.act.org. Information and directions in the PowerPoint attachment are provided so DACs or their designee may guide input of the needed information. The application will serve as your district’s order entry for ACT EXPLORE and ACT PLAN materials for the fall 2013 administration. Districts must order both standard and extended time materials using this process. The test window for the upcoming school year will be Monday, September 16 through Friday, September 27, 2013. Please complete the online ordering application by Monday, August 16.

Access to the System 
Users who created accounts last year may use the same username and passwords. New users to the system will need to create a new user account. New accounts or forgotten passwords may be obtained by following the on-screen directions.

Order Quantities 
In prior years, reporting challenges and delays have occurred when test materials were provided by a district to a school for which there was no initial materials order. Therefore, KDE and ACT recommend that DACs order a minimum quantity (1-5) of test booklets for every school (including A5 and A6) in their district that might potentially have students testing in the fall. This will ensure that ACT will print pre-coded headers for all schools and enable faster processing should a supplemental materials order be required at the start of the school year. 

Overages 
Do not be concerned if there is no site code for one of your schools. Once you enter order quantities for that school and KDE returns it to ACT, a site code will be established. ACT will automatically provide overages for standard time testing on the following scale: 
1-10 tests=1 extra test 
11-50 tests=3 extra tests 
51-200 tests=5 extra tests 
201-500 tests=10 extra tests 
501-1000 tests=15 extra tests 
1001+=20 extra tests 

Accommodated Testing 
The audiocassette format is no longer available for EXPLORE or PLAN testing. Audio DVDs are still available. 

Materials Shipments and Supplemental Ordering 
Test materials will be shipped directly to the DAC’s materials shipping address. The date materials are delivered will be determined by the delivery date selected when the order is placed. Please plan to review quantities immediately upon receipt and ensure you have sufficient materials for each school. You will have the opportunity to order supplemental materials directly with ACT through Monday, September 16. For supplemental materials order, please plan, at minimum, 3-5 days for delivery. 
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REPEAT OF KASA PRESENTATION IN ONLINE SESSION
Rhonda Sims will repeat the Assessment and Accountability Update presentation from the Kentucky Association of School Administrators (KASA) conference, twice, on July 31 via Lync. This presentation includes the data release tentative time lines and school report card information. Questions about this topic will be taken using the chat area. Please review the PowerPoint prior to the session. A preliminary Lync session will be held to allow participants to test the connections on July 30 at 2 p.m. ET for those new to using Lync.

Audience: DACs
There is only one connection per district for each Lync training.

Please choose one session to attend by clicking on the link below. Registration is not necessary for these sessions.

July 31	8:30-10:00	Presentation from KASA 

July 31	1:00-2:30	Presentation from KASA 

Link to the KASA PowerPoint presentation is at the following link on the right-hand side of the page http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx

Those unable to attend either session will be able to view the recorded session next week.


Lync Connections Testing Session
Attached is a document detailing how to install Lync and who to contact for assistance. The testing session will be used to test audio and video capabilities and to assist the user in how to use chat and download files. 
July 30	2:00-2:30	Testing session for those new to Lync.





ACT EXPLORE AND PLAN ASSESSMENTS (repeat)
Kentucky will administer the EXPLORE and PLAN assessments two more times as mandatory state assessments, September 2013 and September 2014. ACT, Inc. will no longer develop these two products. Instead, they are developing ACT Aspire. More information on Aspire can be found at www.discoveractaspire.org.

Kentucky has been well served by EXPLORE and PLAN over the years. Individual districts that purchase the assessments will have the option of administering EXPLORE and PLAN through the end of the 2014-15 academic year—specifically through June 2015.

State statute requires a high school readiness assessment at Grade 8 and a college readiness assessment at Grade 10. KDE will follow the procurement process to seek assessments to meet the legislative requirement. Stakeholders will be sought to assist with the selection process.


ACT PRINCIPAL VERIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENT PACKETS (repeat)
ACT testing for spring 2014 is scheduled for Tuesday, March 4, as the Initial Test Date, Tuesday, March 18, as the Makeup Test Date, and the Accommodation Window (ACT-Approved and State-Allowed) March 4 through 18. To begin the process, principals will receive a Principal Verification Letter (and e-mail) the week of July 22. It is important for schools needing to edit their principal’s contact information to respond promptly so that ACT has the correct contact information.

The week of September 2, high school principals will receive Test Center Establishment Packets. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be provided with a link to the KDE site that allows them to access PDF copies of these materials. Included in the packets will be instructions to appoint a Test Supervisor, Back-up Test Supervisor, and Test Accommodations Coordinator. Information for each person appointed and registration information for each person appointed will be provided. Registration information for Test Administration Training Sessions will be included. 
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