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August 5, 2013

IMPORTANT DATES 
July 29-Aug. 16:		EXPLORE/PLAN Materials Online Ordering Application Open
Aug.1-Sept.13:		EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 14-27:		K-PREP Data Cleanup in SDRR
Aug. 30:		Deadline to Upload Spreadsheets for Obtaining ACCESS for ELLs® Test 
Administrators’ Passwords
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will 2012-13 cut scores be released?

A:	For 2012-13, the end-of-course (EOC) performance level ranges for Novice (N), Apprentice (A), Proficient (P) and Distinguished (D) are now available. The performance level ranges for the state-required tested areas are:
	
	Subject
	D
	P
	A
	N

	English II
	175-162
	161-154
	153-152
	151-125

	Algebra II
	175-153
	152-148
	147-143
	142-125

	Biology
	175-161
	160-154
	153-146
	145-125

	US History
	175-154
	153-147
	146-144
	143-125



The scale scores include two multiple-choice sessions (MC1/MC2). Constructed response scores are not included in scale scores or state accountability. While schools have had suggested cut scores for classroom grades (A-F), this is the first release of cut scores based only on multiple-choice for Novice, Apprentice, Proficient and Distinguished. A full set of all cut scores will be released soon. 

EARLY QUALITY CONTROL FINDS ISSUE WITH K-PREP STUDENT DATA
The Office of Assessment and Accountability continues with District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) to be committed to aggressive quality control of test scores and data before public reporting of accountability. After individual student scores became available in PearsonAccess on August 2, quality control efforts have identified an issue with the rounding of cut scores.

Cut scores are the selected points along the K-PREP scale scores that identify when a student is Novice, Apprentice, Proficient or Distinguished. In the August 2 student data, the rounding issue impacts some students who scored on the bubble between Novice and Apprentice, and between Proficient and Distinguished. Students scoring Proficient will remain at Proficient; however, schools and districts may see small shifts in performance levels of Novice, Apprentice and Distinguished. 

The August 2 data has been removed from PearsonAccess while Pearson is applying the rounding correction to student K-PREP scores. When revisions are complete, OAA will notify DACs that revised listings are again available in PearsonAccess. With the August 2 data, OAA cautioned schools and districts about creating data summaries during the quality control/data review phase. Be aware if summaries were created locally, they will also be impacted with the correction of the cut score rounding.

NEW CAREER PATHWAYS IN TEDS
The Office of Career and Technical Education recently announced important information about changes in the career pathway options for schools within the Technical Education Database System (TEDS). These changes include career pathways that are no longer available as well as new career pathways that are being added. Schools will need to determine which career pathway will now be used in place of those that were deleted and will be required to submit a career pathways request form for new pathways. Credits will transfer to the newly approved pathway at the school. In other words, if a student was preparatory in the old pathway, they will be preparatory in the new one. For more information, please contact Kiley Whitaker at kiley.whitaker@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4286. As area technology centers will have slightly different procedures, coordinators will need to contact Sarah Galliher at the same phone number listed above. 





   

LINK TO KASA PRESENTATION
Rhonda Sims recorded the Assessment and Accountability Update presentation from the Kentucky Association of School Administrators (KASA) conference. This presentation includes the data release tentative timelines and school report card information.

The Link to the KASA Recording and PowerPoint presentation is at the following link on the right-hand side of the page http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx . 


ALTERNATE K-PREP UPDATES (repeat from the August 1 Alternate Assessment E-Mail)
1. Test Windows
Kentucky will continue to administer Alternate Assessments in two testing windows as we have previously. However, due to feedback from teachers and administrators regarding the amount of time needed for quality instruction, the first testing window will not be held the last week of January to the first week of February as it has in the past. Starting this fall, we will move our first testing window to November and December, wrapping up before the Christmas break. This change allows teachers to offer the same amount of instructional time for standards represented in each window. Below are the two Attainment Task (AT) windows:

Window 1: November 4-December 13 (Student Registration Database will open November 4 and close December 20 for window 1).

Window 2: April 14-May 23 (Student Registration Database will open April 14 and close May 30 for window 2 and the TAR). No change to window 2 was made.

1. Transition Attainment Record (TAR) Window
Another area of concern that was expressed to OAA was the time frame for the TAR to be administered. Many felt that minimizing the window to 2 months (March through May) did not allow schools/districts adequate opportunities to complete the assessment during the students’ Admissions/Release Committee (ARC) or Transition Team meetings as suggested by OAA. Therefore, the testing window for the TAR will begin in mid-September and continue through the end of the school year. Below is the TAR window for 2013-14:

TAR Window: September 16-May 23 (Student Registration Database to enter TAR scores will begin November 4 and remain open until May 30.)

1. Alternate K-PREP Calendar 2013-14
All important dates regarding the 2013-14 Alternate K-PREP can be found in the attachment below. The calendar can always be found at the link located below the “Important Dates” heading at the top of this e-mail. 



1. Overview and AT Trainings Combined
Annual completion of all trainings/quizzes for the Alternate K-PREP are required by any teacher planning to administer the AT or TAR. The trainings are spread throughout the year making it difficult at times to keep track of when the trainings begin or end and if the quiz has already been completed. On August 19 the Overview and AT trainings will be combined and offered to teachers with students completing the Alternate K-PREP. This change reduces the trainings/quizzes by one and allows for more focus on instructional time (instead of additional time spent with trainings). This training will close October 18, before the first AT window begins. Only teachers with students in grades 8, 10 and 11 will have to complete a second training, which will be provided in September (TAR).


ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN ONLINE ORDERING APPLICATION OPEN (repeat)
The ACT EXPLORE and ACT PLAN ordering application is now open. The online order application hosted by ACT, Inc., the same application used for ordering last year, can be accessed at https://readiness.act.org. Information and directions in the PowerPoint attachment are provided so DACs or their designee may guide input of the needed information. The application will serve as your district’s order entry for ACT EXPLORE and ACT PLAN materials for the fall 2013 administration. Districts must order both standard and extended time materials using this process. The test window for the upcoming school year will be Monday, September 16 through Friday, September 27, 2013. Please complete the online ordering application by Monday, August 16.
Access to the System 
Users who created accounts last year may use the same username and passwords. New users to the system will need to create a new user account. New accounts or forgotten passwords may be obtained by following the on-screen directions.

Order Quantities 
In prior years, reporting challenges and delays have occurred when test materials were provided by a district to a school for which there was no initial materials order. Therefore, KDE and ACT recommend that DACs order a minimum quantity (1-5) of test booklets for every school (including A5 and A6) in their district that might potentially have students testing in the fall. This will ensure that ACT will print pre-coded headers for all schools and enable faster processing should a supplemental materials order be required at the start of the school year. 

Overages 
Do not be concerned if there is no site code for one of your schools. Once you enter order quantities for that school and KDE returns it to ACT, a site code will be established. ACT will automatically provide overages for standard time testing on the following scale: 

1-10 tests=1 extra test 
11-50 tests=3 extra tests 
51-200 tests=5 extra tests 
201-500 tests=10 extra tests 
501-1000 tests=15 extra tests 
1001+=20 extra tests 

Accommodated Testing 
The audiocassette format is no longer available for EXPLORE or PLAN testing. Audio DVDs are still available. 

Materials Shipments and Supplemental Ordering 
Test materials will be shipped directly to the DAC’s materials shipping address. The date materials are delivered will be determined by the delivery date selected when the order is placed. Please plan to review quantities immediately upon receipt and ensure you have sufficient materials for each school. You will have the opportunity to order supplemental materials directly with ACT through Monday, September 16. For supplemental materials order, please plan, at minimum, 3-5 days for delivery. 
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