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IMPORTANT DATES 
July 29-Aug. 16:		EXPLORE/PLAN Materials Online Ordering Application Open
Aug.1-Sept.13:		EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 13:		Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) Trainings (see times below)
Aug. 14-27:		K-PREP Data Cleanup in SDRR
Aug. 30:		Deadline to Upload Spreadsheets for Obtaining ACCESS for ELLs® Test 
Administrators’ Passwords

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Will there be any training this year on the new Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) site?

A:	Yes. There will be two (2) Lync trainings offered on Tuesday, August 13 and one (1) Lync training on Thursday, August 15. Trainings on Tuesday will be offered at 1 and 3 p.m. (ET). Training on Thursday will be offered at 10 a.m. (ET). We apologize for the short notice but we will record one of the sessions for those who are not able to log in and join us for any of the live trainings. The recorded training will be posted to our webpage. DACs will be able to download the PowerPoint, SDRR manual and SDRR checklist during the Lync meeting. 

To join the meeting, go to https://meet.lync.com/staffkyschools-education/pamela.powers/BY03JZNV


STUDENT DATA REVIEW AND ROSTERS (SDRR)
DACs should work with the district WAAPOC to review the people within the district needing access to SDRR. If you have new BACs or have people that left the district, the WAAPOC may need to update their listing. It might also be helpful to remind district folks of their login user names and passwords for those who might have forgotten them.

A sandbox version of SDRR has been set up so that users can practice any time within system. The URL is https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/Sandbox/. It is populated with dummy data and district users can log in with their KDE web application user name and password, as provided by their WAAPOC. The manual for SDRR is attached so districts have the opportunity to play around in the sandbox site before opening the production site for pre-release data cleanup on Wednesday, August 15. 


ACT DUPLICATES IN INFINITE CAMPUS
 
ATTN:  Kentucky Student Information System (KSIS) Point of Contact (POC) and District Assessment Coordinators (DACs):
 
Within Infinite Campus (IC) on July 31, KDE pushed 2013 ACT scores from the statewide administration out to all districts. This unintentionally created duplicate ACT records for districts that had previously loaded their 2013 ACT scores. These scores are located in the template marked as ACT (KDE).  

KDE is working with Infinite Campus to remove the scores that were pushed out to districts on July 31 by KDE. The assessment tab within IC will be refreshed using the July 30 backup in August. We will remove all the ACT scores KDE pushed down at that time. We apologize for any issue this may have caused your district. 
 
The duplicates didn’t necessarily create a problem for districts that either didn’t already load scores or districts that created a unique template. Those districts that used the ACT (KDE) template to load their scores are the ones with true duplicates. Because the scores are within the same template, there is the potential that both sets of scores are appearing on transcripts and other custom reports. We have identified a list of the 55 districts that could be most affected because of existing records in the ACT (KDE) Template (attached).
 
Once this issue is resolved, district staff may request ACT scores be pushed from KDE to each district. KDE will notify districts when that option is available. KDE will publish scores to ACT (KDE) template only by request.  
 
Going forward, KDE plans to create a “KY OFFICIAL” template. Only KDE will have access to this template. The initial thought is to create and push an ACT locked template out to all districts; this is needed to maintain data integrity of state reportable data. This “KY OFFICIAL” template is what KDE would use for data requests and what we would recommend for use with eTranscripts. Districts will still have access to use the current ACT (KDE) template to upload ACT scores.
 
The plan is to republish the 2013 scores in the new template and then as time allows, publish prior years and national scores. We need to know from you if you feel this would cause any problem at your district. We do understand there will be two templates but it’s necessary to have a locked ACT (KDE) template to ensure data integrity.
 
If you have concerns or questions regarding this approach, please contact Raymond Carter  or DeDe Conner. We do want to capture your feedback before making a final decision to push any new templates out to districts.  



ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN MATERIALS ORDER DEADLINE APPROACHING 
The ACT Explore and ACT Plan online ordering system is open through FRIDAY, AUGUST 16. If you have not already placed materials order for your schools, please navigate to https://readiness.act.org. It is important to complete your orders on or prior to Friday. There will be a limited time to place supplemental orders. The online ordering portal will allow you to order materials for your standard time and accommodated testers. Review the attached order instructions for additional details (shared in previous DAC E-Mails). If you have questions please contact ACT Customer Services at (877) 789-2925.



EOC WINDOW 2 (OCTOBER 1-NOVEMBER 15) TARGET DATES and DEADLINES
Schools wishing to give the QualityCore® end-of-course exams have upcoming target dates and deadlines. Please refer to the table below (and attached) for workload management.
  
	
	Deadlines for October 1 – November 15

	
	End-of-Course Testing

	Begin Testing the Week of:
	Oct 1
	Oct 7
	Oct 14
	Oct 21
	Oct 28
	Nov 4
	Nov 11

	Confirm Unit Usage
	Aug 6
	Aug 12
	Aug 19
	Aug 26
	Sept 2
	Sept 9
	Sep 16

	Create/Upload Users & Teachers
	Should be Complete

	Create/Upload Students
	Aug 20
	Aug 26
	Sept 2
	Sept 9
	Sept 16
	Sept 23
	Sept 30

	Create Class Test Rosters
	Aug 27
	Sept 2
	Sept 9
	Sept 16
	Sept 23
	Sept 30
	Oct 7

	*Finalize Class Rosters
	Sept 2
	Sept 8
	Sept 15
	Sept 22
	Sept 29
	Oct 6
	Oct 13



All responses will remain anonymous.
*Finalize Class Rosters must be completed four (4) weeks and one day prior to testing. Other dates are targets for workload management.   




ACCESS FOR ELLS® TESTING WINDOW
The 2013-14 testing window for ACCESS for ELLs® will occur January 1-February 14, 2013. For more information, see attached schedule.




2012-13 END-OF-COURSE CUT SCORES (repeat)
For 2012-13, the end-of-course (EOC) performance level ranges for Novice (N), Apprentice (A), Proficient (P) and Distinguished (D) are now available. The performance level ranges for the state-required tested areas are:
	
	Subject
	D
	P
	A
	N

	English II
	175-162
	161-154
	153-152
	151-125

	Algebra II
	175-153
	152-148
	147-143
	142-125

	Biology
	175-161
	160-154
	153-146
	145-125

	US History
	175-154
	153-147
	146-144
	143-125



The scale scores include two multiple-choice sessions (MC1/MC2). Constructed response scores are not included in scale scores or state accountability. While schools have had suggested cut scores for classroom grades (A-F), this is the first release of cut scores based only on multiple-choice for Novice, Apprentice, Proficient and Distinguished. A full set of all cut scores will be released soon. 
	 
EARLY QUALITY CONTROL FINDS ISSUE WITH K-PREP STUDENT DATA (repeat)
The Office of Assessment and Accountability continues with District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) to be committed to aggressive quality control of test scores and data before public reporting of accountability. After individual student scores became available in PearsonAccess on August 2, quality control efforts have identified an issue with the rounding of cut scores.
 
Cut scores are the selected points along the K-PREP scale scores that identify when a student is Novice, Apprentice, Proficient or Distinguished. In the August 2 student data, the rounding issue impacts some students who scored on the bubble between Novice and Apprentice, and between Proficient and Distinguished. Students scoring Proficient will remain at Proficient; however, schools and districts may see small shifts in performance levels of Novice, Apprentice and Distinguished.  
 
The August 2 data has been removed from PearsonAccess while Pearson is applying the rounding correction to student K-PREP scores. When revisions are complete, OAA will notify DACs that revised listings are again available in PearsonAccess. With the August 2 data, OAA cautioned schools and districts about creating data summaries during the quality control/data review phase. Be aware if summaries were created locally, they will also be impacted with the correction of the cut score rounding.

NEW CAREER PATHWAYS IN TEDS (repeat)
The Office of Career and Technical Education recently announced important information about changes in the career pathway options for schools within the Technical Education Database System (TEDS). These changes include career pathways that are no longer available as well as new career pathways that are being added. Schools will need to determine which career pathway will now be used in place of those that were deleted and will be required to submit a career pathways request form for new pathways. Credits will transfer to the newly approved pathway at the school. In other words, if a student was preparatory in the old pathway, they will be preparatory in the new one. For more information, please contact Kiley Whitaker at kiley.whitaker@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4286. As area technology centers will have slightly different procedures, coordinators will need to contact Sarah Galliher at the same phone number listed above. 





   

LINK TO KASA PRESENTATION (repeat)
Rhonda Sims recorded the Assessment and Accountability Update presentation from the Kentucky Association of School Administrators (KASA) conference. This presentation includes the data release tentative timelines and school report card information.

The Link to the KASA Recording and PowerPoint presentation is at the following link on the right-hand side of the page
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx . 
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