[bookmark: _MailOriginal]Division of Support and Research
DAC Monday E-Mail
August 19, 2013

IMPORTANT DATES 
Aug.1-Sept.13:	EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 14-27:	K-PREP Data Cleanup in SDRR
Aug. 19:	Alternate K-PREP Combined Overview/Attainment Tasks (AT) Training Opens
Aug. 30:	Deadline to Upload Spreadsheets for Obtaining ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators’ Passwords
Sept. 12:	Quality Control Day in Frankfort for DACs
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	What is the QualityCore® Online Stress Test and how does it apply to my school?

A:	KDE is requiring ACT, Inc. to provide a test of the online system. The purpose of this assessment is to provide Kentucky educators assurance the online system will work with a large number of students in the system at once. Schools wishing to test online in spring 2014 are expected to join the online stress test. Please see the attached PDF for details.

Two content tests are being offered on Wednesday, November 20 – Algebra I and English 9. DACs will be sent an electronic survey at the end of August to inform KDE of their interest in participating. 

Participation is limited to 20,000 students from across the state. If more than 20,000 students are interested, then schools will be notified of the level of participation. 




DATA REVIEW RECORDED TRAINING
Last week three live Lync sessions were offered concerning how to conduct the Data Review in the updated Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) system. A recorded session is available from the SDRR web page and is accompanied by the PowerPoint, the SDRR User Manual and the Data Review Checklist.

The SDRR page is available here: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx. 


ALTERNATE K-PREP COMBINED OVERVIEW/ATTAINMENT TASKS (AT) TRAINING (Teacher participation required)
The 2013-14 Alternate K-PREP combined Overview Training/AT training and online quiz will be available on the afternoon of Monday, August 19. The training will consist of five sections; the Alternate K-PREP Overview/AT sections 1.1 and 1.2 will focus primarily on material from the overview. Sections 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 will provide material specific to the AT administration. An online quiz will be provided following the completion of training section 2.3. Once the quiz has been completed, confirm by printing then keep the certificate showing completion in the Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder (AAAF). This certificate should also be provided to the district administrator before the Attainment Tasks are handed over. The Administration Guide for the Alternate K-PREP Overview/AT is provided below along with a direct link to access the training.



http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx


ACT DAC/BAC MANUAL TO ARRIVE THIS WEEK
The ACT DAC/BAC Manual is due to arrive in districts this week. The manual includes guidance on ACT Explore, ACT Plan, The ACT, QualityCore (end-of-course), Compass, and Test Security.


ACCESS FOR ELLS® LYNC TRAININGS
The ACCESS for ELLs chart below provides dates, times and targeted audience these trainings will serve. Register for the specific session by e-mailing Maranda Perkins at Maranda.perkins@education.ky.gov. If the session is full, Maranda will direct to another opening.

	ACCESS for ELLs®
	Nov. 1 :	2-3:30 ET

Nov. 4 :	9-10:30 ET and
	2- 3:30 ET

Nov. 6:	1-2:30 ET

Nov. 8:	9-10:30 ET and 
1-2:30 ET
	Audience: ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators, New DACs and Title III Coordinators, anyone needing a refresher

	Purpose: Procedures and processes for administering ACCESS for ELLs® 





ACT DUPLICATES IN INFINITE CAMPUS – NEXT STEPS
KDE pushed 2013 ACT scores to all districts on July 31. This unintentionally created duplicate ACT records for districts that had previously loaded their 2013 ACT scores. These scores were pushed-out to districts in the template marked as ACT (KDE). District Assessment Coordinators were notified of this on August 13 through the Monday E-Mail. 

Infinite Campus removed the 3-1-13 scores last week. This completed the first step in the clean-up process. Next steps are:
1. Districts that want the ACT (KDE) template deleted can make the request through Infinite Campus support by August 26. Requests submitted through Campus Community should include a subject line labeled, “Request to Delete ACT (KDE) template.” IC Customer Support will complete all requests by Friday, August 30.
1. Districts that may have duplicates from prior years in the ACT (KDE) template should notify Raymond Carter at KDE to coordinate additional cleanup. It’s been determined that there are only a limited number of districts in this group. 

Districts THAT DO want KDE to publish ACT scores to the ACT (KDE) template can send a request to Raymond Carter, raymond.carter@education.ky.gov. KDE will publish scores to ACT (KDE) template only by request. 

Going forward, KDE plans to create a “KY OFFICIAL” ACT template. Only KDE will have access to push scores into this template. A locked ACT template is needed to maintain data integrity of state reportable data. This “KY OFFICIAL” template is what KDE would use for data requests and what we would recommend for use with eTranscripts. Districts will still have access to use the current ACT (KDE) template to upload ACT scores.

The plan is to republish the 2013 scores in the new “KY OFFICIAL” template and then as time allows, publish prior years and national scores. We need to know from you if you feel this would cause any problem at your district. We do understand there would be two templates but it’s necessary to have a locked ACT (KDE) template to ensure data integrity.

We apologize for any issue this may have caused your district.


ACT’S NATIONAL REPORTS: 2013 GRADUATING CLASS REPORTS
ACT, Inc. is sending all high schools their 2013 Graduating Class ACT Profile Report. This report is sent to every high school in the nation with at least one student graduating who has taken the ACT. This report is not part of the state contract. Automatically sent from ACT, Inc. are:

1. High School Profile reports mailed to the Principal. 
1. Readiness Letters for High School (sent to “Principal”) and Districts (sent to “Superintendent”) also arriving in same timeframe as profile reports; see attached sample. 


Note: Districts have the option of ordering reports. If ordered, reports will be mailed to the individual who placed the order.

Changes in Report Composition – Trend Data Affected by ACT, Inc. Changes – Comparisons difficult to make

The profile report and readiness letter include some changes that affect the ability to make direct comparisons in some areas, particularly in the trend charts. These changes are as follows:

1. ACT updated the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks this year to ensure that they remain reflective of college success. These updates were based on gradual changes identified through ACT’s routine practice of monitoring the predictive validity of the ACT. As a result, two benchmark scores were adjusted:  The benchmark score in reading went up by 1 point (from 21 to 22) on the 1 to 36 scoring scale; the score in science went down by 1 point (24 to 23). The English (18) and mathematics (22) benchmarks remained the same.
1. In addition, college-reportable scores for all ACT approved accommodated students were included in the ACT report this year for the first time. In prior years, scores for students receiving time-extended accommodations were not included in the summary reporting. Two new tables on page 10 of the HS Profile Report (Tables 1.7 and 1.8) provide some perspective on the impact of inclusion of extended time students in the reports.

More detail on each of these changes can be found at www.act.org/announce/improvements/

Please contact ACT Customer Service at (319) 337-1309 or customerservices@act.org with questions.


SPECIAL DAC E-MAILS
OAA and DACs are in the midst of data quality control and deadlines to order fall test materials, several Special DAC E-Mails have been sent recently and more will be coming. Please be attentive to the timely information these messages share. The availability of College/Career Readiness (CCR) and Cohort Graduation Rate data for review was sent earlier today from Rhonda Sims. To minimize the size of the DAC Monday E-Mail, the message was not repeated here.


SDRR UPDATE (Repeat from Special DAC E-Mail)
End of Course. As OAA has processed change requests regarding End of Course tests during the SDRR data review, it has become necessary to add a new choice under the Non-Participation area. OAA needed a way to identify students included on the spring roster, but NOT tested. Many of these students should have been removed from the spring roster, but were not. The new Non-Participation choice “Instruction continuing, student will take EOC in future” is abbreviated in the student listing view of SDRR as “INCO.” Although the new choice does NOT capture all descriptions for why a student did not take the EOC test, it does remind schools that KDE expects each student to take each EOC test one time for state accountability.

Students marked “INCO” will be removed from the accountability system at the close of data review and before September 12 Quality Control Day. School or district staff may need to request a change to the “INCO” code.

1. If the student should be removed from the accountability system, but for a different reason, please choose the appropriate reason in the Non-Participation drop-down menu.

1. If the student should NOT be removed from accountability, choose the “Remove Non-Participation” from the Non-Participation drop-down menu and the student will be included in accountability. 

Sandbox. As communicated in earlier DAC Monday E-Mails, OAA has established a Sandbox area for SDRR. The area is loaded with “fake” data to use for training. The URL for the sandbox is https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/Sandbox (notice Sandbox at the end of the address). Now when users log in to the Sandbox site, they’ll get this pop-up splash screen:
[image: ]

Be sure as you conduct your data review that you are looking at your school and/or district, not the Sandbox data. The direct URL for the SDRR site with school and district data is https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov.



EOC WINDOW 2 (OCTOBER 1-NOVEMBER 15) TARGET DATES and DEADLINES (repeat)
Schools wishing to give the QualityCore® end-of-course exams have upcoming target dates and deadlines. Please refer to the table below (and attached) for workload management.

	
	Deadlines for October 1 – November 15

	
	End-of-Course Testing

	Begin Testing the Week of:
	Oct 1
	Oct 7
	Oct 14
	Oct 21
	Oct 28
	Nov 4
	Nov 11

	Confirm Unit Usage
	Aug 6
	Aug 12
	Aug 19
	Aug 26
	Sept 2
	Sept 9
	Sep 16

	Create/Upload Users & Teachers
	Should be Complete

	Create/Upload Students
	Aug 20
	Aug 26
	Sept 2
	Sept 9
	Sept 16
	Sept 23
	Sept 30

	Create Class Test Rosters
	Aug 27
	Sept 2
	Sept 9
	Sept 16
	Sept 23
	Sept 30
	Oct 7

	*Finalize Class Rosters
	Sept 2
	Sept 8
	Sept 15
	Sept 22
	Sept 29
	Oct 6
	Oct 13



*Finalize Class Rosters must be completed four (4) weeks and one day prior to testing. Other dates are targets for workload management.



ACCESS FOR ELLS® TESTING WINDOW (repeat)
The 2013-14 testing window for ACCESS for ELLs® will occur January 1-February 14, 2013. For more information, see attached schedule.
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