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IMPORTANT DATES 
Aug.1-Sept.13:	EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 14-27:	K-PREP Data Cleanup in SDRR
Aug. 30:	Deadline to Upload Spreadsheets for Obtaining ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators’ Passwords
Sept. 3-6:	High School Principals to Receive ACT Test Center Establishment Packets
Sept. 12:	Quality Control Day in Frankfort for DACs
Oct. 4:	Deadline for Schools to Provide Online ACT Establishment Information
Oct. 4:	Deadline for ACT Test Supervisors, Back-Up Supervisors and TAC to Complete Online Establishment Profiles

QUESTION OF THE WEEK (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
Q:	What steps should DACs follow in order to make sure everything has been complete before SDRR closes this week?

A:	Complete the following steps to make sure that all work in SDRR has been completed by this Tuesday’s deadline:

1. Student changes can be requested in SDRR through 5:00 p.m. ET Tuesday, August 27. Districts should review their updated and denied changes to see if further action is required for those students. All change requests must be resolved by 5:00 p.m. ET Thursday, August 29. Currently there are over 100 changes waiting to be updated.

1. Before SDRR closes, make sure to export the student listing, transfers listing and change request listing to a PDF and/or Excel spreadsheet. Make sure no filters are set when exporting the data. Bring a copy of these spreadsheets to the Quality Control Day Thursday, September 12.

1. A survey link is provided below to share with OAA your feedback regarding the new changes to SDRR and how effective it has been to this point. The survey will not take long to complete and will serve very helpful as we continue to improve our data review efforts.

http://goo.gl/5C1zAa



K-PREP AND CCR CUT SCORES
The attached files provide the cut scores for K-PREP Novice, Apprentice, Proficient and Distinguished and the benchmarks for the assessments included in College and Career Readiness (CCR).





CCR IMPORTANT REMINDERS
College: 
Districts DO NOT need to upload their CCR spreadsheet if they have no changes. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) only expects spreadsheets with changes and will check to verify that the "Student Change Flag" has been set.

 Any changes for college scores (ACT, Compass or KYOTE) MUST indicate that the student record in the CCR spreadsheet is "Updated" using the dropdown in the "Student Change Flag" column before OAA will update the college data. 

Requested changes to individual student college data must be made directly in the "Report Data" tab and each change must be indicated by setting the "Updated" flag in the "Student Change Flag" Column for OAA to process the change.
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If the “Student Change Flag” has not been set, OAA will respond via e-mail to let you know that it must be set for any changes to college data. 

All career data changes should be made in TEDS.

Career:
If there is missing data on the CCR spreadsheet, please ensure changes are made in TEDS. If the data is in TEDS and is not showing on the report, please send an e-mail to Kiley Whitaker Kiley.whitaker@education.ky.gov with the exact information, including student name and SSID, so that he can research the problem.

If the student is not marked preparatory in TEDS, the data will not be on the CCR spreadsheet as only report data is provided on Preparatory CTE students. This also means that if the student is not a CTE student, they will not have career readiness information on the spreadsheet. Students must be preparatory CTE students to have Career Readiness data.

Students must have completed two credits in a CTE Career Pathway and be enrolled in the third credit course(s) in the same pathway, to meet the requirements for preparatory status.

Remember...Career Readiness data must be updated in TEDS and not on the CCR spreadsheet that DACs will have. If it is not correct in TEDS, it will not be correct when we report the data.


QUALITY CONTROL (QC) DAY REGISTRATION (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
The QC Day is scheduled for Thursday, September 12. This day is designed as a work session for DACs. For material preparation and space limitation, KDE must know who is attending the QC Day. Maranda Perkins will send an e-mail out this afternoon, August 26 requesting an attendance verification by checking (yes) and replying to the e-mail provided. All attendees should respond back to Maranda no later than Wednesday, September 4. For anyone with special circumstances, please contact Rhonda Sims at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 2013 DAC TRAININGS NOW AVAILABLE
The Office of Assessment and Accountability has completed the filming of Back-to-School Fall trainings, which are now available for DACs to use. These short videos are organized by topic and may be viewed individually. The Agenda for the training is below.

AGENDA—Back-to-School Fall Training 
Hot Topics for the Fall 
Key Assessment Themes 
Fall Training on Administration Code and Inclusion 
Reporting 2013 (School Report Card and PearsonAccess) 
CIITS 
Fall Testing Activities 
Special Population Testing 
WIDA-ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) ™, ACCESS for ELLs® and Alternate ACCESS 
Alternate K-PREP 
ACT Explore/ ACT Plan 
College/Career Readiness
ACT QualityCore EOC Update

Two PowerPoint presentations are also available to supplement the videos. The videos and PowerPoint can be accessed at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx.

ACT EXPLORE AND PLAN CONTENT PACK
The content delivery pack from ACT found at this link  includes PDF files of all non-secure materials that will be provided to schools for the fall 2013 Kentucky statewide administration of ACT Explore and ACT Plan. The testing window is Monday, September 16 – Friday, September 27. Please see the attached Cover Letter for more details.




QUALITYCORE ONLINE STRESS TEST (repeat)
KDE is requiring ACT, Inc. to provide a test of the online system. The purpose of this assessment is to provide Kentucky educators assurance the online system will work with a large number of students in the system at once. Schools wishing to test online in spring 2014 are expected to join the online stress test. Please see the attached PDF for details.

Two content tests are being offered on Wednesday, November 20 – Algebra I and English 9. DACs will be sent an electronic survey at the end of August to inform KDE of their interest in participating. 

Participation is limited to 20,000 students from across the state. If more than 20,000 students are interested, then schools will be notified of the level of participation. 




DATA REVIEW RECORDED TRAINING (repeat)
Last week three live Lync sessions were offered concerning how to conduct the Data Review in the updated Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) system. A recorded session is available from the SDRR web page and is accompanied by the PowerPoint, the SDRR User Manual and the Data Review Checklist.

The SDRR page is available here: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx. 

ACCESS FOR ELLS® LYNC TRAININGS (repeat)
The ACCESS for ELLs chart below provides dates, times and targeted audience these trainings will serve. Register for the specific session by e-mailing Maranda Perkins at Maranda.perkins@education.ky.gov. If the session is full, Maranda will direct to another opening.

	ACCESS for ELLs®
	Nov. 1 :	2-3:30 ET

Nov. 4 :	9-10:30 ET and
	2- 3:30 ET

Nov. 6:	1-2:30 ET

Nov. 8:	9-10:30 ET and 
1-2:30 ET
	Audience: ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators, New DACs and Title III Coordinators, anyone needing a refresher

	Purpose: Procedures and processes for administering ACCESS for ELLs® 





ACT DUPLICATES IN INFINITE CAMPUS – NEXT STEPS (repeat)
KDE pushed 2013 ACT scores to all districts on July 31. This unintentionally created duplicate ACT records for districts that had previously loaded their 2013 ACT scores. These scores were pushed-out to districts in the template marked as ACT (KDE). District Assessment Coordinators were notified of this on August 13 through the Monday E-Mail. 

Infinite Campus removed the 3-1-13 scores last week. This completed the first step in the clean-up process. Next steps are:
1. Districts that want the ACT (KDE) template deleted can make the request through Infinite Campus support by August 26. Requests submitted through Campus Community should include a subject line labeled, “Request to Delete ACT (KDE) template.” IC Customer Support will complete all requests by Friday, August 30.
1. Districts that may have duplicates from prior years in the ACT (KDE) template should notify Raymond Carter at KDE to coordinate additional cleanup. It’s been determined that there are only a limited number of districts in this group. 

Districts THAT DO want KDE to publish ACT scores to the ACT (KDE) template can send a request to Raymond Carter, raymond.carter@education.ky.gov. KDE will publish scores to ACT (KDE) template only by request. 

Going forward, KDE plans to create a “KY OFFICIAL” ACT template. Only KDE will have access to push scores into this template. A locked ACT template is needed to maintain data integrity of state reportable data. This “KY OFFICIAL” template is what KDE would use for data requests and what we would recommend for use with eTranscripts. Districts will still have access to use the current ACT (KDE) template to upload ACT scores.

The plan is to republish the 2013 scores in the new “KY OFFICIAL” template and then as time allows, publish prior years and national scores. We need to know from you if you feel this would cause any problem at your district. We do understand there would be two templates but it’s necessary to have a locked ACT (KDE) template to ensure data integrity.

We apologize for any issue this may have caused your district.


ACT’S NATIONAL REPORTS: 2013 GRADUATING CLASS REPORTS (repeat)
ACT, Inc. is sending all high schools their 2013 Graduating Class ACT Profile Report. This report is sent to every high school in the nation with at least one student graduating who has taken the ACT. This report is not part of the state contract. Automatically sent from ACT, Inc. are:

1. High School Profile reports mailed to the Principal. 
1. Readiness Letters for High School (sent to “Principal”) and Districts (sent to “Superintendent”) also arriving in same timeframe as profile reports; see attached sample. 

Note: Districts have the option of ordering reports. If ordered, reports will be mailed to the individual who placed the order.

Changes in Report Composition – Trend Data Affected by ACT, Inc. Changes – Comparisons difficult to make

The profile report and readiness letter include some changes that affect the ability to make direct comparisons in some areas, particularly in the trend charts. These changes are as follows:

1. ACT updated the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks this year to ensure that they remain reflective of college success. These updates were based on gradual changes identified through ACT’s routine practice of monitoring the predictive validity of the ACT. As a result, two benchmark scores were adjusted:  The benchmark score in reading went up by 1 point (from 21 to 22) on the 1 to 36 scoring scale; the score in science went down by 1 point (24 to 23). The English (18) and mathematics (22) benchmarks remained the same.
1. In addition, college-reportable scores for all ACT approved accommodated students were included in the ACT report this year for the first time. In prior years, scores for students receiving time-extended accommodations were not included in the summary reporting. Two new tables on page 10 of the HS Profile Report (Tables 1.7 and 1.8) provide some perspective on the impact of inclusion of extended time students in the reports.

More detail on each of these changes can be found at www.act.org/announce/improvements/

Please contact ACT Customer Service at (319) 337-1309 or customerservices@act.org with questions.




SPECIAL DAC E-MAILS (repeat)
OAA and DACs are in the midst of data quality control and deadlines to order fall test materials, several Special DAC E-Mails have been sent recently and more will be coming. Please be attentive to the timely information these messages share. The availability of College/Career Readiness (CCR) and Cohort Graduation Rate data for review was sent earlier from Rhonda Sims. To minimize the size of the DAC Monday E-Mail, the message was not repeated here.


SDRR UPDATE (Repeat from Special DAC E-Mail) (repeat)
End of Course. As OAA has processed change requests regarding End of Course tests during the SDRR data review, it has become necessary to add a new choice under the Non-Participation area. OAA needed a way to identify students included on the spring roster, but NOT tested. Many of these students should have been removed from the spring roster, but were not. The new Non-Participation choice “Instruction continuing, student will take EOC in future” is abbreviated in the student listing view of SDRR as “INCO.” Although the new choice does NOT capture all descriptions for why a student did not take the EOC test, it does remind schools that KDE expects each student to take each EOC test one time for state accountability.

Students marked “INCO” will be removed from the accountability system at the close of data review and before September 12 Quality Control Day. School or district staff may need to request a change to the “INCO” code.

1. If the student should be removed from the accountability system, but for a different reason, please choose the appropriate reason in the Non-Participation drop-down menu.

1. If the student should NOT be removed from accountability, choose the “Remove Non-Participation” from the Non-Participation drop-down menu and the student will be included in accountability. 

Sandbox. As communicated in earlier DAC Monday E-Mails, OAA has established a Sandbox area for SDRR. The area is loaded with “fake” data to use for training. The URL for the sandbox is https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/Sandbox (notice Sandbox at the end of the address). Now when users log in to the Sandbox site, they’ll get this pop-up splash screen:
[image: ]

Be sure as you conduct your data review that you are looking at your school and/or district, not the Sandbox data. The direct URL for the SDRR site with school and district data is https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov.
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NOTE: This is the SANDBOX VERSION of this site. This is
meant for training and practice purposes only. If you want to
use the real SDRR, please click here.
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