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IMPORTANT DATES 
Oct. 1-Nov. 15:	EOC Test Window #2
Oct. 10-Nov. 7:	ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Test Ordering Window
Oct. 21-22	KAAC Scott Trimble Workshop, Louisville, KY
	Please note that limited DSR staff will be in the office during KAAC. Please e-mail Rhonda Sims (rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov) if you have urgent questions during this time.
Oct. 24:	Program Review Data Issues and Questions Deadline
Oct. 21-25:	Alternate K-PREP Materials Ship for Test Window 1
Nov. 1:	Non-Academic Data Collection Due
Nov. 4 & 19:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Nov. 4-Dec 13:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window 1


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Are ACT Explore/ACT Plan test results embargoed?

A:	No, teachers should share and review test results with students using the test booklets. The test booklets should be sent home with students for use by parents in reviewing their child’s results. 

CLARIFICATION ON SHARING PROGRAM REVIEW (PR) DATA
The Office of Assessment and Accountability provided to schools and districts updated Program Review data on Thursday (October 17). The spreadsheets display ratings on the PR characteristics submitted by schools and apply the cut scores that determine classifications (Needs Improvement, Proficient and Distinguished). 

DACs and other appropriate local staff are asked to look at the PR data and to alert OAA of any issues or questions by Thursday, October 24 at 5:00 p.m. ET by e-mailing Rhonda Sims (rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov). During local review of PR data, DACs may share the PR data with leadership and school faculty/staff. It is important to limit release to a wider audience because data profiles and classifications may change due to DACs identifying issues. 

OAA asks that the data NOT be discussed in public meetings until it is released by KDE in late October. PR data will be provided to media outlets before it is posted to Open House on the KDE website. While DACs may discuss with media their PR data, media are asked not to publish stories until data are released.

Note: Please review the Special DAC E-Mail sent by Rhonda Sims at 2:03 p.m. ET on Thursday, October 17 for more information and to access the PR spreadsheets.


END-OF-COURSE STRESS TEST CANCELLED
KDE asked ACT, Inc. to provide a test of the end-of-course online system. The purpose of this assessment was to provide Kentucky educators assurance the online system would work with a large number of concurrent users. 

Last week, KDE was informed by ACT that system upgrades for large-scale users are impossible by the spring of 2014. ACT confirmed the current system is ultimately not designed to support 20,000 concurrent users. Therefore, the Stress Test scheduled for November 20 would not be a useful activity. 

Plans for the November 20 Stress Test are cancelled. Reasons for the cancellation include, the students would not be able to complete the assessments and summary data could not be provided. Since the Stress Test would not benefit students, schools, districts or the state, the Stress Test is cancelled. 

KDE and ACT would like to thank those who volunteered to assist with the test of the system and hope this will allow a return to normal operations for that day.

What does this mean for online testing this year? 

Currently, students are testing online in the Vantage system and due to the smaller number of test takers everything is working well. Online testing may continue as normal during these windows:
0. October 1-November 15
0. December 2-January 17
0. February 3-March 14
0. June 16-July 15

In the April 1 – June 13 window, problems arise when large amounts of students begin to test at once. KDE is working with ACT to provide a managed process during the April 1-June 13 window to allow online testing to continue on a limited basis that will not overwhelm the system. To help with this situation, ACT is committed to a faster return of scores for students testing with paper. Details will be provided in the ACT QualityCore® Update Training scheduled for December. 
 
Please contact the Office of Assessment and Accountability, Division of Support and Research with any questions, at dacinfo@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4394.


UPDATE ON IMPLEMENTATION
The following message was shared in Dr. Holliday’s Fast Five on Friday for October 4 and contains information of interest to DACs:

Correction to Misconception on the New Science Standards – It was incorrectly reported in the KSBA news clips that KDE is delaying the implementation of the new science standards. This is not correct.
 
The implementation of the standards is continuing to move forward; what KDE is pursuing is a delay of the science assessments and state accountability for the new science standards until at least 2016. This will give science educators a few years to fully transition to the new science standards before being tested and held accountable for these.
 
The correct information for the social studies standards and the World Language Program Review is as follows:
1. KDE is pursuing a delay in the implementation of the World Language Program Review. 
1. KDE is pursuing a slowing down of the progress for the development of the social studies standards.
 
This was stated correctly in the Executive Summary (pages 2 and 6) of the follow-up document from the September 5th Superintendents’ Summit found at the following link:   http://education.ky.gov/CommOfEd/Documents/KDE%20Followup%20Q%20and%20A%20from%20Sept%205%20Supt%20Summit%2093013.pdf


ACT COLLEGE READINESS BENCHMARKS (repeat)
ACT, Inc. has updated its ACT College Readiness Benchmarks. Please see attached 20575 Standards and Benchmarks for details. Benchmarks were affected by decreasing the science benchmark to 23 and increasing the reading benchmark to 22.




		
How does the change in benchmark affect Kentucky accountability?

The Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) has not changed its college ready benchmarks; therefore, there will be no changes in accountability measures in Kentucky. For high school readiness, the ACT Explore benchmarks of reading (15), English (13) and mathematics (17) will continue to be utilized. For the College and Career Readiness Rate, the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) benchmarks of reading (20), English (18) and mathematics (19) will continue to be utilized. Growth from the ACT Plan to The ACT at high school is not dependent on benchmarks.

How will the change in benchmarks affect reports?

The new benchmarks will be reflected on the 2013-14 reports for ACT Explore, ACT Plan, The ACT and ACT QualityCore EOC. On the individual student reports and summary reports in science, a larger percentage of students may meet the benchmark. On the individual student reports and summary reports in reading, a smaller percentage of students may meet the benchmark. However, in either case, the change will be minimal. Additional details describing this entire effort can be found at http://www.act.org/solutions/college-career-readiness/college-readiness-benchmarks/

Which QualityCore reports will be affected?

1. Student reports in Biology (science) and U.S. History (reading) will reflect the changes.  
1. As of 10/11/13, all reports in the affected courses were updated to reflect the new benchmarks. Reports were updated in the ACT QualityCore system to retroactively apply the new benchmarks to test instances prior to the 2013-14 school year. This change is being made in an effort to stay consistent across the platform and eliminate confusion. There is no action required from users, but users who pull old reports will see the new benchmarks implemented.

For additional questions regarding ACT College Readiness Standards and Benchmarks updates and how they impact ACT QualityCore, please contact ACT customer services at (866)764-7228.

ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS REGULATIONS (repeat)
The Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations regulations have been opened for revisions. DAC Advisory, SCAAC, LSAC, KBE and other interested stakeholders have reviewed the revisions. OAA is offering the opportunity for all DACs to review the regulations and welcomes feedback. The changes to these regulations will not impact this school year. The regulation process is planned for implementation in the 2014-15 school year. The attached staff note outlines the changes thus far. Please send comments on the Administration Code regulation to kathy.moore@education.ky.gov; for the Inclusion of Special Populations regulation, please send comments to cindy.greer@education.ky.gov. Please send all comments by October 28.










ACT TEST ACCOMMODATIONS COORDINATORS TRAINING AND Q&A SESSION (repeat)
In preparation for the upcoming administration of ACT State Testing, pre-recorded training for Test Accommodations Coordinators (TACs) is now available online. The training may be viewed at any time as it fits into your schedule. To supplement the training, you are invited to attend a Q&A session to address questions you may have regarding accommodations.

What Does the Training Cover?

The ACT-Approved Accommodations training contains information that will be helpful in submitting accommodations applications and supporting documentation, and determining the status of these requests. The State-Allowed Accommodations training defines State-Allowed Accommodations, and contains information that will be helpful when placing an order for these materials.
All TACs are encouraged to view the accommodations training. Test Administration Training will be made available at a later date.

Pre-recorded Training URL
Go to the URL below to view the accommodations training webcast.

http://www.act.org/aap/video/AA_Accommodations2013-2014.html

http://www.act.org/aap/video/SA_%20Accommodations2014.html


Q&A Session 
The date and time for your question and answer session is provided below. The duration of the session is tentatively scheduled for one hour, or until all questions are answered.

	Date
	Start Time

	October 23, 2013
	10:00 – 11:00 am (CT) or
2:00 – 3:00 pm (CT)




Registration Window and Deadline for Q&A Session 
To participate in the Q& A session you must register. The registration window is now open and closes on October 21, 2013 which is three days prior to the Q&A session.
10:00 AM registration URL: https://act.ilinc.com/register/ptbpbht 
2:00 PM registration URL: https://act.ilinc.com/register/vwrhrzk 

QUALITYCORE® END-OF-COURSE TESTING UNITS (repeat)
ACT, Inc. has now updated the Vantage system to make testing units available for Window 3. District Assessment Coordinators should have received an auto-generated e-mail from QualityCoreCustomerService@act.org on Oct.10. If you have questions please contact ACT Customer Services at (866)764-7228.
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