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IMPORTANT DATES 
Nov. 19:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Nov. 4-Dec. 13:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window 1 
Nov. 28 & 29:	State Offices Closed for Thanksgiving 
Dec. 2-Jan. 17:	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 5 & 11:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
[bookmark: _GoBack]



QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Has OAA completed the data review process that followed the public release?

A:	Yes, staff in the Office of Assessment and Accountability has completed the data review process that follows public reporting. After this regulatory data review, OAA has applied any necessary changes to student level data and regenerated all data files. The final 2013 data is available for download.

Spreadsheets and ZIP files with final 2013 data (College/Career Readiness (CCR), Cohort, Student Listings and Accountability Summary) have been placed on the KDE secure web applications site. 

DACs with accountability impact changes (i.e., Rewards/Assistance labels, Classification, Overall Score, Annual Measurable Objective, or Graduation Rate) received individual e-mails from Rhonda Sims on Friday afternoon. 

All DACs are encouraged to download final 2013 district and school data at http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/. 

Choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to access the student level data. 

There are three Zip files posted. Each ZIP contains school and district files.
1. SD13_Dist#_CCR_DistrictName_Public_DR_20131107.ZIP (File name includes the file creation date [11/07/2013].)

Inside the Zip File:
1. SD13_Dist#_CohortStudentData_DistrictName_ Public_DR_20131107.ZlP. (One district Excel file contains all students in the 2013 Cohort).
1. SD13_Dist#_Student_Listings_DistrictName_ Public_DR_20131107.ZIP

Note: The five P-8 districts will not have CCR and Cohort files.

There is one Excel file that is an accountability summary posted.
1. SD13_Dist#_Accountability Summary_DistrictName_ Public_DR_20131107.XLS

An Additional File Is Posted
Along with managing data review requests made by districts and schools in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application, OAA identified several students that were included in reporting that had not attempted the assessment. Most of these students had not been reflected appropriately in the rosters and may have received a student report from Pearson. These students were removed from the accountability data files and system by OAA prior to the public release of the School Report Card.

Sixty (60) districts had at least one not attempted student removed; a spreadsheet identifying each student removed is available for download on the KDE secure web applications site. The spreadsheet is named SD13_Dist#_Dropped No Attempt_DistrictName. 

KDE has received one or two parent calls asking why a student that did not test received a Pearson report. DACs and BACs may experience similar questions. The not attempted students were included in the file provided to Pearson, so a report was automatically generated. A report for these students was not needed. If asked, please confirm for parents that the student did not test and the report should be ignored. 

If you are unable to access the KDE secure application site, check with your WAAPOC and/or the KDE Service Desk. The KDE Service Desk can be reached at (866) 538-7435 or (502) 564-2002 or via ketshelp@education.ky.gov.

Next Steps for the Final 2013 Data
Later this week, the final 2013 data will be loaded into the School Report Cards for each school and district and will be available to the public.

Later this month, the final 2013 data for Next-Generation Learners will be combined with Program Review data to produce AMOs for 2014.

Questions: Please contact the Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.


ASSESSMENT REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) RELEASED
Due to ACT’s planned termination of the ACT Explore and ACT Plan, now is a good time for KDE to review assessments that are currently on the market and allow vendors to introduce assessments in development. Before moving forward with new assessments, KDE wishes to gather information, through a Request for Information (RFI) process, about available assessments of student achievement and capabilities of vendors. The RFI attached below is now public. Vendors have been asked to provide responses by January 15. KDE plans to carefully review the responses to the RFI as part of the information-gathering process. This information will also be used to assist KDE in making informed decisions about any future Request for Proposals (RFPs) for assessments and related products and services to be used in Kentucky schools. KDE may follow with the issuance of an RFP to secure replacements (through the procurement process) for ACT Explore and ACT Plan at a minimum, and possibly other components of the assessment system.



ACT-APPROVED TEST ACCOMMODATIONS APPLICATION DEADLINE (repeat)
The deadline for ACT to receive Applications for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations with accompanying documentation for students enrolled at the school is Friday, November 22. ACT encourages the Test Accommodations Coordinator (TAC) to submit applications and documentation early.

ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION TRAINING ONLINE LINK (repeat)
The Spring 2014 ACT Test Administration Training is now available on the KDE website. The link to the Test Administration Online training is here: Link to Training. 

Test administrators who had infractions in 2013 that resulted in cancelled scores are required to attend the ACT Test Administration Training (either face-to-face or online). If participating in the online training, the ACT test administrator must log in individually to confirm attendance. Those with infractions not attending will be unable to serve as test administrators. DACs will be contacted prior to the March statewide administration for replacements, if needed.

COLLEGE READY STATUS FILE (repeat)
The College Ready Status File has been uploaded to the KDE Secure Website in a Zip file format. Inside this Zip file are individual Excel workbooks for each high school in the district and a district spreadsheet with all of the students in the district. The DAC may download and disseminate these files at any time. The data used to identify students are the State and ACT National Test data, ACT Compass, KYOTE and Alternate Assessment data prior to June 2013. Note: The file was created based on a November 1 grade 12 enrollment in Infinite Campus (IC) including alternate assessment students.

Each school file contains four tabs:
1. Cover Sheet—The cover sheet has critical information about the use and limitations of the file. Please read carefully.
1. College Ready—Students on this list have met the college benchmarks and are NOT eligible for ACT Compass or KYOTE.
1. NOT College Ready—Students on this list have not met the college benchmarks and may be eligible for ACT Compass or KYOTE.
1. Unknown—Students on this list are Kentucky students for whom OAA does not have linked assessment data. They may be eligible for ACT Compass or KYOTE. Please see the limitations listed below for more information.

Note: Career Readiness Data can be located in the TEDs system.

The complete district list file provides one list of all students in the district with the same tabs each school file contains. For districts with one high school, it contains the same names as the school file. For districts with multiple high schools, the district file contains names from each high school.

To access the Zip file, go to the KDE Secure Website (https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/) and choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF). Choose the District ZIP file from other file formats: SD13_ddd (Your District Number) _College Ready Status_Distname.zip.

ACT COMPASS UPDATE TRAINING AVAILABLE (repeat)
An ACT Compass Update Training is now available for previously trained staff. Important policies were reviewed and new components of ACT Compass for the 2013-14 school year were discussed.

The approximately 30-minute session was recorded and is available on the KDE website. The COMPASS Update Training 2013-14 may be accessed through the KDE Media Portal. The attached PowerPoint presentation was used during the presentation.




ACT EXPLORE® AND ACT PLAN® STATE CONTRACT (repeat)
Kentucky will administer the ACT Explore and ACT Plan assessments once more in fall 2014. ACT, Inc. recently sent a letter to all schools in the nation entitled, “Exciting Changes in College Readiness Assessment for ACT Explore® and ACT Plan® Users.” The letter indicated the “adoption of ACT Aspire…” to replace ACT Explore and ACT Plan and was mistakenly mailed to Kentucky schools.  

Before moving forward with new assessments, KDE wishes to gather information, through a Request for Information (RFI) process, about available assessments of student achievement and capabilities of vendors. KDE plans to carefully review the responses to the RFI as part of the information-gathering process. This information will also be used to assist KDE in making any informed decisions about any future Request for Proposals (RFPs) for assessments and related products and services to be used in Kentucky schools.

END-OF-COURSE EXAM ROSTERS (repeat)
Rosters opened on November 5 for schools and districts to request non-participation for End-of-Course exams. This should be completed for any student enrolled in an eligible course (Algebra II, Biology, English II, and/or U.S. History) but not completing the assessment. It is only necessary to add students to the roster if non-participation needs to be requested. Schools and districts will have an opportunity to review accountability later in the spring, but OAA wanted to offer the opportunity to request non-participation for students earlier in the year. It is anticipated that Non-Participation EOC Rosters will remain open all year.

KENTUCKY NAEP RESULTS TO BE RELEASED (repeat)
The Nation’s Report Card: Mathematics and Reading 2013 was released on November 7. These results showed the performance of Kentucky's 4th and 8th grade students in mathematics and reading on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 

NAEP SCORES ARE NOT REPORTED FOR DISTRICTS, SCHOOLS OR STUDENTS. 
STATE LEVEL SCORES ARE PROVIDED TO ALL STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS IN THE NATION.

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), first administered in 1969, is the largest continuing and nationally representative assessment of what our nation’s students know and can do in subjects such as mathematics, reading, science, and writing. Teachers, principals, parents, policymakers, and researchers all use NAEP results to assess progress and develop ways to improve education in the United States. The results of NAEP are released as The Nation’s Report Card, and are available for the nation, states, and in some cases, urban districts. NAEP is a congressionally mandated project administered by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), within the U.S. Department of Education and the Institute of Education Sciences (IES). 

Please see http://nationsreportcard.gov/ for additional information.

2013 HIGH SCHOOL FEEDBACK REPORT (repeat)
Commissioner Terry Holliday’s Fast Five on Friday, Week of October 28, 2013 contains a piece about the 2013 High School Feedback Report that may be of interest to DACs.

The Kentucky Center for Education Workforce Statistics (KCEWS) has released, for district review, the 2013 High School Feedback Report on College Going and Success. These reports are produced for all public high schools that graduated at least 10 students in the 2011-12 school year. KCEWS is providing access to an advanced copy for you to review, but the information remains under embargo until its public release on November 12.

These reports provide the most complete and accurate information about college going and success that are available. Some of the information may differ slightly from previous versions as more complete information has become available. Information in these reports is from the Kentucky Longitudinal Data System (KLDS), which includes data from the Kentucky Department of Education, the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE), and the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA).

All college-readiness information in the report refers to a student’s statewide junior year ACT assessment, and does not include additional college- and career- readiness measures. All high school GPA information, by subject area, includes only those mathematics, English and science courses taken during the senior year of high school for students graduating and enrolling in Kentucky public colleges and universities. Financial aid information includes data from KHEAA and CPE for students enrolled at Kentucky’s public colleges and universities.

Superintendents and/or District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) are encouraged to follow the instructions below to download their individual district report for review prior to public release on November 12. Access district reports at https://applications.education.ky.gov/login and click on "High School Feedback Reports” (secure). Only Superintendents and DACs will see this option.
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For any questions about your district’s report, please contact Barrett Ross at BarrettM.Ross@ky.gov. Previous reports may be accessed at www.kcews.ky.gov.


WORKKEYS FOR PREPARATORY STUDENTS (DAC Action Required) (repeat)
We are pleased to announce that for 2013-14, funding will be provided for preparatory seniors in Career and Technical Education programs to take WorkKeys Assessments (Applied Mathematics, Reading for Information and Locating Information). The definition of a preparatory student is a student who has completed two credits in a career pathway and is enrolled in the third credit in the same pathway. Funding will not be provided for testing outside the testing window, retesting/shipping charges for retesting, additional setup fees, testing other assessments besides Applied Mathematics, Locating Information, and Reading for Information, or professional printing of certificates. The testing window for WorkKeys is February 1 - March 31, 2014. However, if you are planning to retest, you will want to test early in the testing window so that you can get the results back and work on remediation.

Schools may test either paper/pencil or online. However, if testing online, schools must meet the minimum technical requirements. The link to the Technical Checklist is located at http://www.act.org/workkeys/tech/index.html. (*To test online, there is a one-time setup fee of $105.00. The district/school is responsible for this cost).

In preparing for WorkKeys testing, preliminary information is needed. Please complete the attached Excel spreadsheet directions as soon as possible or by November 20.



Column A:	Approximate number of preparatory seniors at school who will test for WorkKeys
Column B:	Will you test paper/pencil or online? *There is a setup fee of $105.00 for online. Schools are responsible for this cost.
Column C:	District
Column D:	Legal Name of School (example, Larry A. Ryle High School)
Column E:	“Ship to” Address – (location needs to be at school where materials are not being transported to different locations)
Column F:	“Ship to” City – (location needs to be at school where materials are not being transported to different locations)
Column G:	“Ship to” Zip code – (location needs to be at school where materials are not being transported to different locations)
Column H:	WorkKeys Testing Coordinator contact name
Column I:	Title of contact person
Column J:	E-mail address of contact person
Column K:	Phone number of contact person
Column L:	Fax number of contact person
Column M:	Approximate date for distributing NCRC certificates (awards night date, graduation date, etc.)
Column N:	Any additional information you would like to add

Schools will be billed for testing outside the testing window, retesting/shipping charges for retesting, additional setup fees, testing other assessments besides Applied Mathematics, Locating Information, and Reading for Information, or professional printing of certificates.

Thank you for your time in completing this spreadsheet. Please e-mail the spreadsheet to angie.fischer@education.ky.gov.

Additional information and PowerPoint trainings will be e-mailed and posted soon on KDE WorkKeys site, located at: http://education.ky.gov/CTE/Pages/ACT-WorkKeys.aspx 


KOSSA AND WORKKEYS (E-MAIL FROM THE OFFICE OF CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION) (repeat)
The letter below is from Dale Winkler, OCTE Associate Commissioner.

As many of you are aware, the Kentucky Occupational Skill Standards Assessments (KOSSA) will be delivered online this year and the WorkKeys assessments will be available for all CTE preparatory seniors. The testing window for both exams is February 1- March 31, 2014. 

In preparation for the administration of these career ready assessments, it is very important that this e-mail be shared with all staff who administer, proctor or work with testing. A series of PowerPoint trainings have been created for those involved in any capacity of the testing process.

The first in the series of PowerPoint presentations can be found on the KDE website. Click on the links below to access the presentations.

KOSSA – http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx 

WorkKeys – http://education.ky.gov/CTE/Pages/ACT-WorkKeys.aspx 

If you have questions regarding KOSSA or WorkKeys, please send your questions to this address: kdecareerready@education.ky.gov. Your questions will be reviewed and answered by an OCTE consultant. Commonly asked questions will be answered through a frequently asked question (FAQ) document. This document will be distributed later in the semester, and it will also be posted on the KDE website.

The Office of Career and Technical Education has found through its research that students are more likely to achieve a passing score on the KOSSA assessment if the curriculum throughout the program of study has been aligned to the standards. Also, students that have completed the third or fourth credit within a sequence do better than those that have just entered the third credit course. In regard to the WorkKeys, students tend to do better if their daily assignments include mathematics, reading and locating information activities.

OCTE wishes you the best as you prepare students pursuing a technical pathway for the career ready assessments.

Dale Winkler, Ed.D.
Associate Commissioner
Kentucky Department of Education
Office of Career & Technical Education
20th Floor, Capital Plaza Tower
500 Mero Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
502-564-4286 

PROGRAM REVIEW DATA AVAILABLE ON WEB (repeat)
The Program Review data spreadsheets and Briefing Packet are available now in Open House on the KDE website at http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Data (Other Data Section). 
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