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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 2-Jan. 17:	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 9-Mar. 3:	ACCESS for ELLs Rosters Open in SDRR
Jan. 1-Feb. 14:	ACCESS for ELLs Test Window
Jan. 7 & 14:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort (Registration Required)
Jan. 8:	EOC CBT Survey Sent to DAC
Jan. 10:	ACT Online Enrollment Confirmation Deadline	
Jan. 15:	KOSSA Test Data Deadline in TEDS
Feb. 1-Mar. 31:	KOSSA Testing Window



QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When is the public hearing/public comment period for the Inclusion of Special Populations and Administration Code regulations?

A:	A public hearing for the revised Inclusion of Special Populations (703 KAR 5:070) and Administration Code (703 KAR 5:080) regulations has been set for January 23, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. ET in the State Board Room of the Capital Plaza Tower. Comments from the public may be made in person the day of the hearing or in written form through January 31. Those wishing to speak at the hearing need to notify the agency in advance of the intent to speak. Written comments are to be directed to KDE’s general counsel. Directions for appearing in person, submitting written comments and the regulations (with revisions) can be found on KDE’s website at the link below.  

http://education.ky.gov/districts/legal/Pages/KDE-Public-Hearing-Information.aspx

The regulations will not have an impact on schools until the 2014-15 school year. 

General questions about the Inclusion of Special Populations regulation should be directed to Cindy.Greer@education.ky.gov and for the Administration Code regulation to Kathy.Moore@education.ky.gov.  


CAREER READINESS CRITICAL DEADLINES
A message from Pam Moore:
Please be aware of the following deadlines relative to KOSSA testing. Failure to provide the following information will have an impact on career readiness opportunities for students. Deadlines will not be extended due to inclement weather.
1. January 6 – KOSSA Testing Accommodations Requests due.  
1. January 15 – All Preparatory Students must be identified in TEDS to be eligible to test. Confirm with your local TEDS Coordinator that this work has been completed prior to the deadline. No students can be added for KOSSA testing in 2014 following this date.
1. January 15 – Building level KOSSA Test Coordinator must be identified. https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KOSSAContacts1314   
1. February 1 – March 31 – KOSSA Testing Window

KOSSA DEADLINE IN TEDS
A message from Kiley Whitaker:
KOSSA test data is due in TEDS by January 15. If students are not marked preparatory in TEDS by the 15th, they will not be able to take KOSSA. This means that if your data has not been uploaded to TEDS, your students will be unable to take KOSSA this year. Please ensure that you have completed this work. Attached is a guide for running the new KOSSA test ticket report and the link to a KOSSA data training video. If you are also the KOSSA coordinator, please make sure you have visited the KOSSA page on the KDE website to ensure you have completed all required processes.

Please use this video to help verify your data in TEDS before January 15th. This is the last date that changes can be made in TEDS for KOSSA testing.

KOSSA page http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx. 

Training Video: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/Web1/KOSSATestTicket.mp4 



KENTUCKY ACT QUALITYCORE® EDUCATOR RESOURCES ONLINE TRAINING
ACT has created training for Kentucky on the QualityCore® Educator Resources. The objectives of the training include:
1. Describe the goals of QualityCore;
1. Access the QualityCore Educator Resources on the QualityCore website; and
1. Use the Educator Resources to strengthen curriculum, instruction and assessment.

This online training is located on Kentucky’s state services website, http://www.act.org/stateservices/kentucky/onlinetraining.html.  


ACT QUALITYCORE® END-OF-COURSE TRAININGS 
ACT QualityCore End-of-Course trainings are now available through the KDE media portal. The 2014 ACT QualityCore Winter/Spring EOC Training and the 2013-14 ACT QualityCore EOC Computer-Based Testing Administration Training links with accompanying PowerPoints are available on the right-hand side of the End-of-Course page.
 
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/EOC.aspx 

SURVEY ON COMPUTER BASED TESTING (CBT) OF END-OF-COURSE ARRIVING BY JANUARY 10
The QualityCore End-of-Course online system is the same system used last year. System upgrades for large-scale users were unable to be implemented by spring 2014. ACT confirmed the current system is not designed to support a large number of concurrent users. Since the system was not upgraded, ACT developed a CBT scheduling tool to control the number of online concurrent testers. Please view the QualityCore Update December 2013 Training and QualityCore CBT Training at the KDE website for more detail, http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/EOC.aspx.  

There are advantages to computer based testing (CBT), including quick return of results and minimal materials handling. However, thoughtful planning and caution should go into the decision to continue online testing. When making the decision to administer online, the following aspects should be considered:
1. Minimal changes have been made to the Vantage system;
1. Approval in the CBT scheduling tool will need to be made at least 24 hours prior to testing online;
1. A secondary plan should be in place if the dates the school desires to test are full;
1. Changes to the scheduling tool will need to be made if school(s) change testing days (possible need for changes may include school closure for weather, sickness or other emergencies); and
1. The scheduling effort will not replace any of the work that is currently required in ACTs online QualityCore system.

Due to the additional effort that is required to complete the CBT scheduling effort, ACT has implemented changes to paper based answer document return and processing. Please consider the following when deciding to administer exams utilizing the paper-based format:
1. Expedited return shipping will allow for overnight delivery of answer documents to ACT;
1. Additional envelopes and labels will arrive for multiple return shipments. For quicker return of scores, schools will be able to return answer documents after each content area test. Schools will no longer have to wait for all exams from the four contract course areas to be completed before returning materials for scoring. Schools are encouraged to return all answer documents from a specific course (e.g. Biology) for scoring when testing is complete and not wait for all EOC subject testing to be completed; and
1. Scores for the exams that are returned will be available online within 5 business days of the receipt of the answer documents for scoring. Please note that this expedited scoring will occur only when answer documents are returned per the directions in the test manuals.  

For planning purposes, ACT and KDE would like to know if schools plan to continue online testing. A survey will be sent from Loretta Johnson to all DACs this week. It will contain two questions:
1. Based on the above aspects of consideration, will high school(s) in your district be interested in testing online? Yes/No
1. If so, approximately how many students will be testing online (total number of all four subjects, English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History)? Open field

ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAINING
Two Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations three-hour training sessions will be held by OAA in Frankfort at the CPT, 1st floor conference room. Enter at the lobby-level security desk and bring photo identification. To register, contact Teresa King by e-mail at Teresa.king@education.ky.gov. 

Date		Time
January 7:	9:00-Noon ET
January 14:	12:30-3:30 p.m. ET

SPRING DAC MEETINGS (repeat)
OAA is in the process of setting dates and securing meeting spaces for the Spring DAC Meetings across the state. Dates and locations for the meetings will be shared as soon as the plans are finalized.
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