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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 2-Jan. 17:	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 9-Mar. 3:	ACCESS for ELLs Rosters Open in SDRR
Jan. 1-Feb. 14:	ACCESS for ELLs Test Window
Jan. 14:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort (Registration Required)
Jan. 15:	KOSSA Test Data Deadline in TEDS
Feb. 1-Mar. 31:	KOSSA Testing Window




QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will the 2015 ACT test dates be released?

A:	The 2015 ACT test dates have been confirmed. The test will take place on the following dates:

Tuesday, March 3—Initial Test Date;
Tuesday, March 17—Make-up Test Date; and 
Tuesday, March 3 through 17—Accommodation Window (ACT-Approved and State-Allowed) 


FINAL 2012-13 NONACADEMIC DATA (No Action Required)
The review period for the 2012-13 Nonacademic Data ended on December 20. The final 2012-13 Nonacademic files (all five) have been posted and can be downloaded from the KDE secure web applications site (http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/). Choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to access the student level data. If you are unable to access the KDE secure web applications site, check with your WAAPOC and/or the KDE Help Desk. The KDE Help Desk can be reached at (502) 564-2002 or via ketshelp@education.ky.gov.

The two district rate file names are:  (DDD is your district number.)
SD13_DDD_DAR_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Dropout, Attendance, and Retention Rates with counts used for calculation)
SD13_DDD_Transition_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Transition to Adult Life Rates with counts used for calculation)

The final three student level file names are: (DDD is your district number.)
SD13_DDD_DROP_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls 
SD13_DDD_RETENTION_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls 
SD13_DDD_Transition_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) at (502) 564-9853 (ext. 4470 for Tina and 4474 for David).


WORKKEYS COMMUNICATION
The attached testing notification was sent to WorkKeys Test Supervisors last week.




ACCESS FOR ELLS® TEST ADMINISTRATOR SURVEY
WIDA is interested in collecting data about this year's ACCESS for ELLs® administration and would like to hear from test administrators. The information provided will be important as it will inform future test administration guidelines for the technology- based ACCESS for ELLs® 2.0 assessment.

After having finished administering ACCESS for ELLs®, please take a couple of minutes to respond to this survey http://www.wida.us/ACCESSsurvey.

WIDA thanks the districts for their continued support.



ALTERNATE K-PREP MAKE-UP TESTING FOR WINDOW 1
The first Alternate K-PREP test window has officially ended; now comes the time for districts to identify any students who need a make-up test administered. Any student who does not complete a test during the first window and does not have an approved non-participation request at the end of the year will receive a 0 for the window missed. 

Schools/districts should consider a make-up test for the following reasons:

1. Newly placed- Student placed in Alternate Assessment after the first window has occurred (no work samples required for window 1, but still need to be tested);
1. Transfer- A new student enters your district (Contact Kevin O’Hair or the former district to determine if a test was administered before a make-up test is given since the student will be accountable to someone and should have a test score);
1. Absence- Student was absent due to illness and has medically improved since the first testing window; and
1. Other- Reason is not mentioned above.

To initiate a make-up test, the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC), Director of Special Education (DoSE), District Alternate Assessment Consultant or Building Assessment Coordinator (BAC) must make the request by completing and submitting the following information to Kevin O’Hair:

	Planned Date of Administration (Start to Finish);
	Reason for Make-Up Test; and
	Previous District Enrollment (if this applies)


ALTERNATE K-PREP NON-PARTICIPATION
Non-participation requests (medical or extraordinary circumstance) will not be filed until the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application opens in mid to late April. All requests will be filed in SDRR and will follow the same process for students participating in the general K-PREP. Begin collecting data now, then when the state test rosters open for all students in April, the process may proceed.

Once the non-participation requests are filed in April, a response should be provided back to the district in a timely manner. If, for some reason the request is denied and you would like to make-up the assessment from the missed testing window, contact Kevin O’Hair to work out those details.

All students should remain on the roster in the Student Registration Database (SRD) even if they do not test and plans are to file a non-participation request this spring.

For additional questions about make-up testing or non-participation requests, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.


REMINDER TO DESTROY SCHOOL LEVEL ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT ATTAINMENT TASKS
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is requesting each district to confirm via e-mail to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov  that you have received and destroyed all school level materials for the first Alternate K-PREP testing window by January 17. If you have already confirmed your materials, please disregard this e-mail.


INFINITE CAMPUS UPDATE FOR END-OF-COURSE SPRING TESTING (repeat from Special DAC E-mail Jan. 10, 2014)
ACT, Inc. and KDE have established a schedule for the third round of student record updates in the ACT QualityCore online system, Vantage. This effort will ensure that all appropriate student records are created/updated prior to the established deadlines for the spring EOC test windows. To ensure student records are correctly created or updated in Vantage, it is important that student demographic information is updated in Infinite Campus no later than January 14. ACT expects the updates to be completed in Vantage by late January. For more details, please view the ACT QualityCore EOC Update Training (December), at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/EOC.aspx. If you have questions, please contact ACT Customer Services at (866) 764-7228.


PUBLIC HEARING SET (repeat)
A public hearing for the revised Inclusion of Special Populations (703 KAR 5:070) and Administration Code (703 KAR 5:080) regulations has been set for January 23, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. ET in the State Board Room of the Capital Plaza Tower. Comments from the public may be made in person the day of the hearing or in written form through January 31. Those wishing to speak at the hearing need to notify the agency in advance of the intent to speak. Written comments are to be directed to KDE’s general counsel. Directions for appearing in person, submitting written comments and the regulations (with revisions) can be found on KDE’s website at the link below.

http://education.ky.gov/districts/legal/Pages/KDE-Public-Hearing-Information.aspx

The regulations will not have an impact on schools until the 2014-15 school year. 

General questions about the Inclusion of Special Populations regulation should be directed to Cindy.Greer@education.ky.gov and for the Administration Code regulation to Kathy.Moore@education.ky.gov.


CAREER READINESS CRITICAL DEADLINES (repeat)
A message from Pam Moore:
Please be aware of the following deadlines relative to KOSSA testing. Failure to provide the following information will have an impact on career readiness opportunities for students. Deadlines will not be extended due to inclement weather.
· January 6 – KOSSA Testing Accommodations Requests due.  
· January 15 – All Preparatory Students must be identified in TEDS to be eligible to test. Confirm with your local TEDS Coordinator that this work has been completed prior to the deadline. No students can be added for KOSSA testing in 2014 following this date.
· January 15 – Building level KOSSA Test Coordinator must be identified. https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KOSSAContacts1314   
· February 1 – March 31 – KOSSA Testing Window


KOSSA DEADLINE IN TEDS (repeat)
A message from Kiley Whitaker:
KOSSA test data is due in TEDS by January 15. If students are not marked preparatory in TEDS by the 15th, they will not be able to take KOSSA. This means that if your data has not been uploaded to TEDS, your students will be unable to take KOSSA this year. Please ensure that you have completed this work. Attached is a guide for running the new KOSSA test ticket report and the link to a KOSSA data training video. If you are also the KOSSA coordinator, please make sure you have visited the KOSSA page on the KDE website to ensure you have completed all required processes.

Please use this video to help verify your data in TEDS before January 15th. This is the last date that changes can be made in TEDS for KOSSA testing.

KOSSA page http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx. 

Training Video: http://media.education.ky.gov/video1/Web1/KOSSATestTicket.mp4 





KENTUCKY ACT QUALITYCORE® EDUCATOR RESOURCES ONLINE TRAINING (repeat)
ACT has created training for Kentucky on the QualityCore® Educator Resources. The objectives of the training include:
1. Describe the goals of QualityCore;
1. Access the QualityCore Educator Resources on the QualityCore website; and
1. Use the Educator Resources to strengthen curriculum, instruction and assessment.

This online training is located on Kentucky’s state services website, http://www.act.org/stateservices/kentucky/onlinetraining.html.  


ACT QUALITYCORE® END-OF-COURSE TRAININGS (repeat)
ACT QualityCore End-of-Course trainings are now available through the KDE media portal. The 2014 ACT QualityCore Winter/Spring EOC Training and the 2013-14 ACT QualityCore EOC Computer-Based Testing Administration Training links with accompanying PowerPoints are available on the right-hand side of the End-of-Course page.

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/EOC.aspx 


ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAINING (repeat)
An Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations three-hour training session will be held by OAA in Frankfort at the CPT, 1st floor conference room. Enter at the lobby-level security desk and bring photo identification. To register, contact Teresa King by e-mail at Teresa.king@education.ky.gov. 

Date		Time
January 14:	12:30-3:30 p.m. ET
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