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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 9-Mar. 3:	ACCESS for ELLs Rosters Open in SDRR
Jan. 1-Feb. 14:	ACCESS for ELLs Test Window
Jan. 27-Feb.14: 	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Data Review from September 2013 Testing
Feb. 1-Mar. 31:	ACT WorkKeys Testing Window
Feb. 1-Mar. 31:	KOSSA Testing Window
Feb. 3-Mar. 14: 	EOC Test Window #4
Feb. 11:	DAC Meeting at KEDC-Ashland
Feb. 11:	Districts Select K-PREP Shipment Option (1, 2 or 3) in PearsonAccess (DEADLIINE TODAY)
Feb. 12:	DAC Meeting at Pike Central High School-Pikeville
Feb. 12:	Complete Survey for 2014 ACT Test Dates (IMPORTANT DEADLINE)
Feb. 12:	Late Application for ACT-Approved and State-Allowed Accommodations Deadline
	State-Allowed Accommodations Online Orders Deadline
Feb. 14:	DAC Meeting at UK Cooperative Extension Building-Richmond
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	What are important things that DACs/BACs need to remember for the upcoming 2014 Spring Meetings?
	
A:	1) The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will begin the February DAC meetings (in Ashland) on Tuesday, February 11 and complete them three weeks later (in Frankfort) on March 5. For all trainings, registration will be held from 8:30 a.m.-9:00 a.m. Meetings will then be held from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (local time at the meeting location).

	2) Since Kentucky is experiencing a difficult winter, OAA understands that safety is most important and some may not be able to attend the DAC meetings. For these reasons, OAA is planning to offer a recorded or an electronic version of the training as well.

3) The daily agenda will be structured as follows:
1. General information for ALL grades, SDRR, Pearson grades 3-8 and On-Demand Writing grades 10-11 will be delivered at the beginning of the first half of the day;
1. High School testing (including EOC), and CCR during the afternoon. 

4) Please feel free to bring a USB flash drive if you would like copies of files used during the DAC meetings.

5) Should one of the DAC meetings need to be cancelled, OAA will send an e-mail to all registrants the day before.


MAC ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SAMPLER CD
In a Special DAC E-Mail on January 31, OAA informed DACs of technical issues with the MAC Text Reader Sampler CD. All technical issues have been resolved. MAC Assistive Technology Sampler CDs, for use with the 2014 Pearson Text Reader, will be shipped to districts this week that responded to Maranda Perkins by last Friday, February 7. Any MAC Sampler CDs requested this week will ship at a later date.


ACCESS FOR ELLS® EXTENSION
The last day for ACCESS testing is scheduled for February 14. If districts need additional days due to weather, DACs may contact Chris Williams, chris.williams@education.ky.gov. OAA will work with DACs to get the ACCESS testing completed and shipped.


SURVEY OPTIONS FOR 2014 ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
DACs will be receiving a survey tomorrow, February 11, from Loretta Johnson-Harvey, requesting assistance in providing options for the 2014 ACT Test Administration. Due to the severe weather in Kentucky this winter, KDE is working with ACT, Inc. on options for the 2014 ACT Test Administration. In order to plan appropriately, information is needed from each district. Please complete this survey by COB Wednesday, February 12. 


ACT AND WORKKEYS TESTING PRECAUTIONS
Since the WorkKeys testing window is scheduled for February 1-March 31 and the ACT is scheduled to be administered March 4 (initial testing) and March 18 (make-up testing), there is a possibility to overlap testing. Precautions should be taken to ensure both testing administrations are successful. Please be advised:
1. If testing is scheduled on the same day, school staff planning to serve as testing staff for both assessments, cannot be the test supervisor, room supervisor or proctor for both tests.
1. If testing is scheduled on different days, school staff planning to serve as testing staff for both assessments, can be the test supervisor, room supervisor or proctor for both tests.
1. Because these are separate assessments with different test materials, administration procedures and returning separate processes, please keep all materials and testing separate. Standard secure storage requirements apply to both administrations. 
1. Remember to return materials separately, as instructed in the administration manuals and in other training resources provided.
1. Mixing test materials can result in a delay of scoring, reporting and possibly a misadministration.
1. Please contact ACT State Testing at 800/553-6244 x-2800 with any questions on the ACT, and WorkKeys Customer Service at 800/WORKKEY with questions pertaining to ACT WorkKeys testing.  

ACT OFFICES CLOSED
ACT offices are closed for President’s Day, Monday, February 17. There will not be Customer Support available that day for any of their programs. If schools are testing online for QualityCore end-of-course, staff may want to consider waiting until Tuesday.


ONLINE EBOOK STUDY AVAILABLE
The Office of Next-Generation Learners has scheduled a “book mob” or an online book study about gaining access to Common Core guidance. Information is provided below.
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	The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is excited to invite you to join Dr. Heidi Hayes Jacobs and thousands of your colleagues from Kentucky (and around the US) for the largest-ever “book mob,” an unprecedented opportunity to access Common Core guidance from the most renowned experts on the subject. 

The book mob will be a four-week online study of Dr. Jacobs’ Mapping to the Core LumiBook (eBook), available to all Kentucky educators through CIITS. During the event, educators will read Mapping to the Core, going online to discuss what they’ve learned and to receive feedback and insights from Dr. Jacobs and her co-authors, Dr. Ann Johnson, Dr. Debbie Sullivan and Dr. Marie Alcock. 

KDE has organized this event especially around the needs and challenges of Kentucky educators. Every Kentucky attendee will have the opportunity to: 
1. Learn from Dr. Jacobs and her team to see how they are solving implementation challenges around the U.S. 
1. Network and get ideas and best practices for Common Core implementation from teachers and leaders all over the U.S. 
1. Get resources for Common Core implementation that can be used immediately in classrooms and front offices. 
Click here to register for the Mapping to the Core Book Mob. 





IMPORTANT ACT WORKKEYS COMMUNICATION (repeat)
Test Supervisors can obtain important information regarding ACT WorkKeys (Test Window February 1-March 31) in the communication below (e-mailed from ACT, Inc. on January 30) to ACT WorkKeys Test Supervisors. 



	
KENTUCKY WITHDRAWS FROM PARCC (repeat)
In a letter from Commissioner Terry Holliday, Governor Steve Beshear and Kentucky Board of Education Chair, Roger Marcum, Kentucky withdrew from the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC). Kentucky has been a participating state in PARCC since 2010. The participating state status allowed Kentucky to monitor the development of the assessment, but Kentucky never committed to administering the PARCC assessments.  
 
As Kentucky moves toward a Request for Proposal (RFP) for different assessments, there cannot be an unfair advantage for any vendor, including PARCC. As the attached letter states, “We want to ensure that PARCC has the opportunity to participate in this process as a potential bidder…” Additional reasons for withdrawing from PARCC include the confusion of participating in the consortia and competing resource priorities on KDE staff. Please see the following attachment.
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