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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 9-Mar. 3:	ACCESS for ELLs Rosters Open in SDRR
Jan. 27-Feb. 21:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Data Review from September 2013 Testing Extended
Feb. 1-Mar. 31:	ACT WorkKeys Testing Window
Feb. 1-Mar. 31:	KOSSA Testing Window
Feb. 3-Mar. 14: 	EOC Test Window #4
Feb. 19:	DAC Meeting at Camp Ernst, Boone County
Feb. 21:	DAC Meeting at Russell Springs Natatorium




QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When is the Scheduling Tool for QualityCore end-of-course computer based testing scheduled to open?
	
A:	ACT, Inc. plans to send an e-mail communication this week to QualityCore users announcing the tentative date to open the new Scheduling Tool for computer based testing (CBT). The tentative opening date is Tuesday, February 25. Schools planning to test students online during the timeframe of April 14-June 27, are required to schedule testing. Step-by-step instructions will be provided in the e-mail. A second e-mail from ACT will provide the live link. Schools planning to test students with paper and pencil will not use this new Scheduling Tool. Whether schools are testing paper/pencil or CBT, the steps: Confirm Unit Usage, Create/Upload Users & Teachers, Create/Upload Students, Create Class Test Rosters, and Finalize Class Rosters within ACT QualityCore system remain the same. The Scheduling Tool is an addition to the normal process.

Please contact ACT Customer Service for any questions, concerns or assistance throughout the scheduling process at 866-764-7228.
 

KOSSA UPDATES
1. At this time, there is no plan to extend the KOSSA window past March 31.

1. Recognizing that many have been out of school due to inclement weather, the option to reschedule the school testing week within the window is available. KOSSA Test Coordinators may submit an adjustment by completing the survey at the following link – https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NewTestDates2014  

1. If there is an interruption in the testing week due to inclement weather, additional days can be added by notifying pamela.moore@education.ky.gov 

1. For those administering the Administrative Support test, the Performance Component must be completed by February 28. Testing materials must be postmarked the day following testing and no later than March 3 in order to be scored.

Questions regarding KOSSA may be addressed to Pamela Moore, Office of Career and Technical Education, (502) 564-4286 or pamela.moore@education.ky.gov.


2014 SPRING DAC MEETINGS (repeat)
Information concerning the February DAC Meetings:
1. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) began the February DAC meetings (in Ashland) on Tuesday, February 11 and will complete them (in Frankfort) on March 5. For all trainings, registration will be held from 8:30 a.m.-9:00 a.m. Meetings will then be held from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (local time at the meeting location).
1. Since Kentucky is experiencing a difficult winter, OAA understands that safety is most important and some may not be able to attend the DAC meetings. For these reasons, OAA is planning to offer a recorded or an electronic version of the training as well.
1. The daily agenda will be structured as follows:
2. General information for ALL grades, SDRR, Pearson grades 3-8 and On-Demand Writing grades 10-11 will be delivered at the beginning of the first half of the day;
2. High School testing (including EOC), and CCR during the afternoon. 
1. Please feel free to bring a USB flash drive if you would like copies of files used during the DAC meetings.
1. Should one of the DAC meetings need to be cancelled, OAA will send an e-mail to all registrants the day before.

DETAILS REGARDING MARCH ACT (repeat from Special E-Mail 2/17)
Last week, the Kentucky Department of Education collected a survey regarding ACT testing for 2014. The Office of Assessment and Accountability staff would like to thank DACs and their designees for the quick response. The response rate was outstanding. The information was valuable in determining options for ACT testing.  

Options
Due to the severe weather in Kentucky this winter, ACT, Inc. is providing the following two options for the 2014 ACT test administration.  

Option 1: March 4 (initial test date), March 18 (make-up) and the accommodations window March 4-18
Option 2: March 18 (initial test date) without a make-up date and the accommodations window March 4-18

Next Steps
Districts must decide which option to choose for ACT testing. The decision, made by the district, will then apply to all schools administering the ACT in that district. Once the decision has been made, follow these guidelines:

Option 1:  For districts that choose Option 1, there is no action needed. Test materials will arrive as scheduled from ACT for testing on March 4 (initial test date). The Test Supervisor will place make-up orders for March 18 according to ACT’s standard procedures. ALL accommodated materials will be shipped to arrive for testing March 4-18. 

Option 2:  For districts that choose Option 2, the DAC must respond, by close of business tomorrow (Tuesday, February 18), to this e-mail with the following information:
District Number (insert district number) and District Name (insert district name) will not test on March 4, but instead will test on March 18 with the accommodations window March 4-18.

For districts that select Option 2, ACT will make an effort not to ship standard time test materials for March 4 for any schools in the district. ACT will print and ship new test forms for standard time testing for March 18. The confirmed enrollment figure provided by participating schools will be used for the quantity shipped for March 18. However, accommodated materials will arrive in order to be utilized March 4-18 as required.   

As a reminder, KRS 158.6453 mandates all juniors take the ACT. Purposeful omission of students from state testing is a violation of statute. DACs are encouraged to review with staff 703 KAR 5:080, the Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Program, http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/AdminCode.aspx. KDE will monitor testing and attendance rates during ACT testing dates.  
 
Note: Responses to the survey last week were for informational purposes only.  

DAC ACTION REQUIRED
To change testing to March 18, respond to this e-mail.

For questions, please contact Jennifer Stafford at Jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-2256.

ACT EXPLORE AND PLAN STATE DATA TO BE RELEASED FEBRUARY 14 (repeat from Special E-Mail 2/13)
On Friday, February 14, at 3:00 p.m. ET, the Kentucky Department of Education will release statewide data from the September 2013 administration of the ACT Explore and ACT Plan assessments. Kentucky continues to use the same benchmarks in accountability as last year. The benchmark scores for ACT Explore are English—13, Mathematics—17 and Reading—15. The benchmark scores for ACT Plan are English—15, Mathematics—19, and Reading—17.  

ACT, Inc., however, has changed benchmarks in Reading and Science content areas for these two assessments. The Explore and Plan reports from ACT include the new benchmarks they adopted in August 2013. This means the percentage meeting benchmark on the ACT reports are not comparable to previous years in Reading and Science when comparing ACT Reports.

The ACT reports will not match the data presented since the benchmarks being used in Reading and Science are different.

A press release will be provided regarding the state results.

Data will be available on the KDE website in the Open House area after 3:00 p.m. ET tomorrow. Until that time, the data are considered embargoed from discussion in public meetings or in media reports.

There are three types of reports for each test (Average Score, Benchmarks and State Trends) that will be posted on the web tomorrow. Please see the following six attachments:

1. Explore Average Score (EXCEL)
1. Explore Benchmarks (EXCEL)
1. Explore State Trends 2014 (PDF)
1. Plan Average Score (EXCEL)
1. Plan Benchmarks (EXCEL)
1. Plan State Trends 2014 (PDF)


Please contact Jennifer Stafford if you should have any questions at jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov or 502-564-2256.









ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN DATA REVIEW EXTENDED (repeat from Special E-Mail 2/13)
Due to inclement weather, the Student Data Review and Rosters application will remain open for ACT Explore/ACT Plan data review until February 21 at 5:00 p.m. Fields for review and/or change include Student Name, SSID, Date of Birth, Gender, Ethnicity, Accountable School, Non-participation, IEP, Title I, LEP, Lunch Status, and Alternate K-PREP. The fields of Grade and Tested School cannot be changed by schools or districts. Should changes be needed, e-mail kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. The SDRR manual for the data review process and other resources are available on the KDE website SDRR page at this link:
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Documents/SDRR%20Data%20Review%20User%20Manual%2020140127.pdf.

This data review provides districts and schools the opportunity to clean up data from ACT Explore/ACT Plan September 2013 testing BEFORE the data are included in accountability reporting in fall 2014. 

MAC ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SAMPLER CD (repeat)
In a Special DAC E-Mail on January 31, OAA informed DACs of technical issues with the MAC Text Reader Sampler CD. All technical issues have been resolved. MAC Assistive Technology Sampler CDs, for use with the 2014 Pearson Text Reader, will be shipped to districts this week that responded to Maranda Perkins by last Friday, February 7. Any MAC Sampler CDs requested this week would ship at a later date.

ACT AND WORKKEYS TESTING PRECAUTIONS (repeat)
Since the WorkKeys testing window is scheduled for February 1-March 31 and the ACT is scheduled to be administered March 4 (initial testing) and March 18 (make-up testing), there is a possibility to overlap testing. Precautions should be taken to ensure both testing administrations are successful. Please be advised:
1. If testing is scheduled on the same day, school staff planning to serve as testing staff for both assessments, cannot be the test supervisor, room supervisor or proctor for both tests.
1. If testing is scheduled on different days, school staff planning to serve as testing staff for both assessments, can be the test supervisor, room supervisor or proctor for both tests.
1. Because these are separate assessments with different test materials, administration procedures and returning separate processes, please keep all materials and testing separate. Standard secure storage requirements apply to both administrations. 
1. Remember to return materials separately, as instructed in the administration manuals and in other training resources provided.
1. Mixing test materials can result in a delay of scoring, reporting and possibly a misadministration.
1. Please contact ACT State Testing at 800/553-6244 x-2800 with any questions on the ACT, and WorkKeys Customer Service at 800/WORKKEY with questions pertaining to ACT WorkKeys testing.  

ACT OFFICES CLOSED (repeat)
ACT offices are closed for President’s Day, Monday, February 17. There will not be Customer Support available that day for any of their programs. If schools are testing online for QualityCore end-of-course, staff may want to consider waiting until Tuesday.

ONLINE EBOOK STUDY AVAILABLE (repeat)
The Office of Next-Generation Learners has scheduled a “book mob” or an online book study about gaining access to Common Core guidance. Information is provided below.

	[bookmark: twitter_com_sinetpd360][bookmark: www_facebook_com_SchoolImprove][bookmark: schoolimprovementnetwork_blogs][bookmark: www_schoolimprovement_com_e_lo][bookmark: email_schoolimprovement_com]

	The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is excited to invite you to join Dr. Heidi Hayes Jacobs and thousands of your colleagues from Kentucky (and around the US) for the largest-ever “book mob,” an unprecedented opportunity to access Common Core guidance from the most renowned experts on the subject. 

 The book mob will be a four-week online study of Dr. Jacobs’ Mapping to the Core LumiBook (eBook), available to all Kentucky educators through CIITS. During the event, educators will read Mapping to the Core, going online to discuss what they’ve learned and to receive feedback and insights from Dr. Jacobs and her co-authors, Dr. Ann Johnson, Dr. Debbie Sullivan and Dr. Marie Alcock. 

 KDE has organized this event especially around the needs and challenges of Kentucky educators. Every Kentucky attendee will have the opportunity to: 
1. Learn from Dr. Jacobs and her team to see how they are solving implementation challenges around the U.S. 
1. Network and get ideas and best practices for Common Core implementation from teachers and leaders all over the U.S. 
1. Get resources for Common Core implementation that can be used immediately in classrooms and front offices. 
Click here to register for the Mapping to the Core Book Mob. 
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