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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 9-Mar. 3:	ACCESS for ELLs Rosters Open in SDRR
Feb. 1-Mar. 31:	ACT WorkKeys Testing Window
Feb. 1-Mar. 31:	KOSSA Testing Window
Feb. 3-Mar. 14: 	EOC Test Window #4
Feb. 24:	ACT Rosters Open in SDRR
Feb. 25:	DAC Meeting at Kentucky Dam Village
Feb. 26:	DAC Meeting at Owensboro Board of Education
Feb. 27: 	DAC Meeting at Hillvue Heights Church, Bowling Green




QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) open for ACT Rosters?
	
A:	ACT rosters opened today at 9:00 a.m. ET in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. The ACT rosters will confirm participation of students who take the ACT in March and indicate the reason for nonparticipation. Students may also be added or deleted from the roster as appropriate. 

The collection of 100-day accountability status for all students in grades 3-12 will occur in SDRR during the K-PREP rosters later this spring.  

The ACT roster will remain open through March 27 for new changes and through April 3 for pending changes.  

The SDRR Spring ACT Roster Manual can be accessed at the following link:
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx.

Assistance
For rosters ONLY, if there are questions or issues related to Infinite Campus data (Name, SSID, Date of Birth, Gender, Race/Ethnicity, IEP, EL/LEP, and Lunch Status), please e-mail the Enterprise Data-KSIS team at kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov, providing detailed information, and they will assist you. 

If there are SDRR login issues, please contact your district WAAPOC. To report SDRR application errors, please e-mail ketshelp@education.ky.gov.  

For questions about assessment policies or procedures, please send e-mail to dacinfo@education.ky.gov.

For other issues not covered above, please e-mail KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov  or call (502) 564-4394.


END-OF-COURSE (EOC) ENROLLMENT DATA AVAILABLE FOR DISTRICT REVIEW
During the February DAC meetings, OAA has emphasized the importance of “getting your rosters right” as part of data quality. To support this work with EOC rosters, OAA has created a two-phase process to identify, by school, which courses are used for the required graduation credit and EOC testing requirement for Algebra II, English II, Biology and U.S. History. 

The goal for the process is to load into the EOC roster, in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application, students enrolled only in the appropriate course codes for a school. The process is discussed specifically during the February DAC meeting.

1. Phase 1: Show enrollment counts by state course code so districts have an opportunity to fix their course codes in Infinite Campus (IC). Phase 1 is scheduled for 2/24-3/7. Changes must be made in IC by 3/7 to be reflected in phase 2 collection process. 

1. Phase 2:  Collect for each school which EOC courses to load to SDRR for rosters. Phase 2 is scheduled for 3/17-3/28. Deadline to return spreadsheets to OAA is 3/28. If we do not receive a district spreadsheet, OAA will load all of the students in the state course codes associated with the four-required courses.  

Phase 1 District Spreadsheet
The big focus for Phase 1 is awareness of how schools are using the state course codes in IC and providing some time to make corrections in IC. DACs or BACs should review each school’s enrollment to verify the enrollment numbers are reasonable. If needed, changes can be made in Infinite Campus by March 7 to correct school level issues.  

The district spreadsheet highlights some areas a DAC or BAC will want to double-check including: 

1. The school has a course code with no students enrolled. A label of “No Students Found” will appear in the spreadsheet when there are zero students in a school using the state course code for that content area. The same label is used for alternative schools to show when there are no students in those courses, but there are cases where alternative schools do have students assigned to the state codes. 

1. The relationship between the course code and grade may be a discrepancy. The spreadsheet reports all students in high schools with a grade of “HS”, but in creating the spreadsheet, some elementary and middle schools are using the HS state course codes. For example, a school may find that students in grade 3 have been coded to a high school U.S. History course.  

1. The school offers a course with a standard code but it is not included in the spreadsheet. Correction to the course codes will need to be made directly in IC.


Accessing the Phase 1 District Spreadsheet
DACs may download the district spreadsheet at https://applications.education.ky.gov/login.

Choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to access the student level data. 

There is a single district Excel file posted. 
SD14_Dist#_EOC_Course_Enrollment _DistrictName_20140220.xls (File name includes the file creation date [2/20/2014].)


The links to several resources regarding Kentucky Course Codes are listed below. 

1. Spreadsheet with Course Codes for EOC as defined by KDE (updated July 2013) is attached.

 
1. Link to the full Infinite Campus (IC) Data Standards:
http://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/sis/pages/ksis-data-standards.aspx

1. Link to the specific IC data standard for course codes (available at the link above):
http://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/sis/Documents/Data_Standard-Course_Codes.pdf

Phase 2 
Details regarding Phase 2 will be shared in March.

The Office of Next-Generation Learners leads the work with state course codes. Questions regarding course codes may be addressed to Robin Chandler at robin.chandler@education.ky.gov. Questions about the two-phase process may be addressed to the Division of Support and Research at 502-564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov.


CELEBRATE PI DAY—LEARN ABOUT QUANTILES 

Happy Pi Day
Learn about a More Effective Quantile Framework!
Webinar: Friday, March 14
3 to 4 p.m. ET
Celebrate Pi Day with MetaMetrics! Join MetaMetrics for an informational webinar about how the Quantile Framework has been enhanced to promote college and career readiness. During the webinar, MetaMetrics will:
1. Unveil the new, redesigned Quantile map
1. Discuss the new alignment of the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics
1. Discuss how the Quantile scale has been extended to facilitate differentiated mathematics instruction and more precise growth measurement at the early grades
1. Provide an update on the popular Summer Math Challenge

Presenters at this webinar include:
Dave Lines, Director of Product Management
Lisa Bickel, Director C&D Quantile Services 

Need another reason to join the webinar? How about free pie? One lucky participant who registers for "Happy Pi Day...Learn about a More Effective Quantile Framework" webinar will receive a gift certificate for a free pie from Porch Pies. For details on the pie giveaway click here.

Webinars are offered by MetaMetrics as part of a series of opportunities to share research and resources with the educational community.

Register now for this free webinar!

ACT STATE ADMINISTRATION AND TORNADO SAFETY DRILL
Governor Steve Beshear has signed a proclamation declaring March 2-8, as Severe Weather Awareness Week, urging all Kentuckians to be prepared for severe weather. The Office of Kentucky Emergency Management (KYEM) has set the statewide 2014 Tornado Safety Drill for Tuesday, March 4 at 10:07 a.m. ET, the same day as the initial ACT state administration. A tornado drill at that time would interrupt ACT testing. KDE requested the drill be scheduled for another date, but KYEM was unable to make the change. [KYEM and KDE suggest that high schools wishing to participate in the tornado drill plan to conduct it on another date in early March.]  

Please take a minute to conduct the drill on an alternate day and review your severe weather safety plan. The National Weather Service Offices serving Kentucky will use a tornado warning TEST MESSAGE to trigger the drill. In the event of pending or inclement weather, the drill will be rescheduled. Schools should complete an online survey after they conduct the tornado drill. The survey can be accessed at http://kyem.ky.gov/preparedness/Pages/default.aspx.   


GUIDELINES FOR ONLINE TESTING
The communication below was sent to KETS Engineers last week. For districts testing online during the spring, DACs are asked to share and discuss this information with their District Technology Coordinators.

Attached is a guideline to share with districts as best practices to employ during online testing sessions.

This needs to be considered during any of the online testing sessions that are high stakes, such as ACT QualityCore End-of-Course, ACT Compass or WorkKeys and VFI/KOSSA certification tests.

The items outlined in the document will give the districts a starting point to best manage bandwidth during scheduled online testing sessions.

For questions, please contact Paul Shoemaker at paul.shoemaker@education.ky.gov or 502-564-2020 x2425. 



CERTIFICATION COURSE FOR KYOTE WRITING EXAM
The Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) is hosting a certification course for educators to be able to score the KYOTE Writing Exam. The trainings will be held on Tuesday, March 18 at the Council on Postsecondary Education. There will be two, three-hour training sessions offered that day. The first session begins at 9:00 a.m. (ET) and the second at 1 p.m. (ET). This training is provided to have scorers trained on the use of the writing scoring rubric and to become certified scorers for the exam. 

Each training session will last approximately three hours and includes the option for participants to take the exam to become a certified scorer. To register, participants must e-mail Sue.Cain@ky.gov the following information: participant name, school or postsecondary institution, e-mail address, and time preference for training for each participant. Each session is limited to 25 participants. The training sessions will take place at the Council on Postsecondary Education, Room A, in Frankfort, KY. Directions to the training can be found at http://cpe.ky.gov/about/directions.htm.

At the postsecondary level, colleges and universities provide scoring for all exams administered. For high schools to administer the KYOTE Writing Exam, the high school must have certified scorers willing to grade KYOTE Writing Exams from schools in different districts. When taken in a high school setting, student essays are scored by two teachers. Teachers do not score exams from their school but are responsible for scoring exams from other schools.

Please make your colleagues and K-12 partners aware of this opportunity. The Council will fund substitute teacher pay for up to two teachers per school. Additional expenses incurred by teachers are the responsibility of the participant, school or district. Postsecondary institutions are responsible for expenses incurred by participants.

OPTIONAL RESOURCE AVAILABLE FOR KYOTE SCORE ENTRY
The Office of Knowledge, Information and Data Services (KIDS) has shared the development of a data entry form to enter KYOTE scores. This optional form is available for districts to add students whose records they want seen in Infinite Campus (IC). The attached form may be modified as needed. KIDS has published the KYOTE scores for 2011-12 and 2012-13 to the extent records were able to be matched to student records in IC. The KYOTE records KDE receives have a limited number of fields available for matching; therefore, there may be records that were not matched and loaded to IC. If there are missing KYOTE records, please identify the missing students by completing the attached spreadsheet and returning to Raymond Carter at Raymond.carter@education.ky.gov. Questions may also be directed to Raymond at (502) 564-2020, ext. 2477.
 


SCHEDULING TOOL FOR QUALITYCORE END-OF-COURSE (updated)
QualityCore users should have received an e-mail announcing the tentative date to open the new Scheduling Tool for computer based testing (CBT). The opening date is Tuesday, February 25. 

Watch your e-mail on Monday, February 24 for detailed information about the URL to access the scheduling tool, FAQs and a tutorial about the new system. 

Schools planning to test students online during the timeframe of April 14-June 27, are required to schedule testing. Step-by-step instructions will be provided in the e-mail. A second e-mail from ACT will provide the live link. Schools planning to test students with paper and pencil will not use this new Scheduling Tool. Whether schools are testing paper/pencil or CBT, the steps: Confirm Unit Usage, Create/Upload Users & Teachers, Create/Upload Students, Create Class Test Rosters, and Finalize Class Rosters within ACT QualityCore system remain the same. The Scheduling Tool is an addition to the normal process.

The FAQ answers some important questions about the new ACT QualityCore scheduling tool. Please contact ACT Customer Service for any questions, concerns or assistance throughout the scheduling process at 866-764-7228.

KOSSA UPDATES (repeat)
1. At this time, there is no plan to extend the KOSSA window past March 31.

1. Recognizing that many have been out of school due to inclement weather, the option to reschedule the school testing week within the window is available. KOSSA Test Coordinators may submit an adjustment by completing the survey at the following link – https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NewTestDates2014  

1. If there is an interruption in the testing week due to inclement weather, additional days can be added by notifying pamela.moore@education.ky.gov 

1. For those administering the Administrative Support test, the Performance Component must be completed by February 28. Testing materials must be postmarked the day following testing and no later than March 3 in order to be scored.

Questions regarding KOSSA may be addressed to Pamela Moore, Office of Career and Technical Education, (502) 564-4286 or pamela.moore@education.ky.gov.
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