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IMPORTANT DATES 
June 23:	SDRR Closes for Rosters at 5 p.m. EDT
June 30:	Deadline to Submit Reconfiguration Requests
July 3:	Deadline to Notify KDE of Destruction of Alternate Assessment Materials
July 31:	Deadline to Make Changes to Cohort Graduation Rate


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Does NAEP still have part-time jobs available for the 2015 NAEP Assessments?

A:	NAEP (Westat) is currently seeking part-time job applicants for NAEP 2015 Assessment Administrators. 

Please share the attached flyer with schools in the following districts that might be interested in this part-time opportunity to administer NAEP in 2015. Retired teachers are excellent candidates!

NAEP is fully staffed in the western side of Kentucky. We really need staff in the following eastern Kentucky counties only:

	District Names

	Wayne
	
	Pulaski

	Laurel
	
	Knox

	Whitley
	
	Bell

	Harlan
	
	Letcher

	Knott 
	
	Perry

	Leslie
	
	Breathitt

	Pike
	
	Floyd

	Johnson
	
	Magoffin

	Lawrence
	
	Elliot



Please see attached for further information and go to www.westat.com. Thanks!




ACT, INC. RECRUITING SCHOOLS FOR ACT ASPIRE FIELD TEST
ACT, Inc. is preparing an e-mail to be sent to Kentucky principals. This communication will include an invitation to participate in a field test for ACT Aspire. It is the school or district’s decision to participate or not participate in the field test opportunity. The Kentucky Department of Education takes a neutral position on field testing. The local education agency may or may not decide to work with vendors.

The Office of Assessment and Accountability believes it is important to share this information in order for school and district staff to be fully informed when they receive the ACT e-mail. Please contact OAA at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov with questions related to Kentucky state testing.

DACs, please feel free to forward this message to others in your district.


ACT QUALITYCORE SCHEDULING TOOL OFF
The Scheduling Tool for QualityCore end-of-course computer based testing has been turned off. Originally, schools planning to test students online during the timeframe of April 14-June 27 were required to register. Due to low numbers of students currently testing, staff no longer must take the additional step in the scheduling tool.

OAA will share more information about the use of the Scheduling Tool for the 2014-15 school year in future DAC e-mails.


UPDATED ACOUNTABILITY CALCULATOR
An updated accountability calculator that includes Program Review Scores is available from the KDE website on the K-PREP and the Data Release Resources pages.


KAAC DAC/BAC OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS
Boxes have shipped out, SDRR is closed…..now that you can breathe again it’s time to start thinking about our DAC and BAC of the year awards for 2014. The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) is now accepting nominations for the 2014 Building Assessment Coordinator (BAC) and the 2014 District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) of the year awards. To submit a nomination, please complete the nomination form by the end of the day on July 29. Winners will be recognized at the annual conference in October. The form will ask for your contact information and that of two additional people in support of this nomination. If you have questions, please contact KAAC at bjones@kaac.org. 

BAC of the Year Nomination Form
DAC of the Year Nomination Form



STATE TESTING WINDOWS FOR ACT, EXPLORE, PLAN, AND END-OF-COURSE (repeat)
ACT Explore/Plan state testing windows are:
1. Monday, September 15 through Friday, September 26, 2014

The ACT state testing windows are:
1. Tuesday, March 3, 2015—Initial Test Date;
1. Tuesday, March 17, 2015—Make-up Test Date; and 
1. Tuesday, March 3 through 17, 2015—Accommodations Test Window (ACT-Approved and State-Allowed) 

The K-PREP End-of-Course ACT QualityCore® state testing windows are:
1. August 1–September 12, 2014
1. September 29–November 14, 2014
1. December 1, 2014–January 16, 2015
1. February 2–March 13, 2015
1. March 30–June 12, 2015
1. June 15–July 17, 2015

Within each window, traditional schools choose a 10-day window (consecutive days) to complete the four tests, including make-up sessions. Non-traditional schools may choose one day per student(s) to complete each content area test session.

ACT STATE REPORTS DELIVERY DATES (repeat)
Delivery dates of the ACT school, district and state reports will be later than usual. Due to the weather and the additional testing date in April, ACT school and district reports can be expected according to the chart below. ACT state reports will be delivered in time for scores to be included in state accountability. 

	Date
	Report
	Receiver

	School Reports
	
	

	No later than July 25
	ACT State-Allowed Score Notification Letter
	Principal

	No later than August 8
	ACT Profile Report – High School
	Principal

	District Reports
	
	

	No later than August 8
	ACT State-Allowed Score Notification Letter
	DAC

	No later than August 8
	ACT Profile Report – High School
	DAC

	No later than August 8
	ACT Profile Report – District 
	DAC

	No later than August 8
	ACT Student Level Data File – District
	DAC



NEW VERSION OF ACT COMPASS COMING IN 2015 (repeat)
In May 2014, ACT, Inc. released a new version of ACT Compass (Compass 5.0). The current version of ACT Compass (eCompass) will be supported by ACT throughout the 2014-15 school year. eCompass will not be available after August 2015. 

Kentucky schools will move to Compass 5.0 by the end of next summer. In preparing for the eventual move to this new system, the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) would like some districts to pilot ACT Compass 5.0 production system in the fall of 2014. OAA will communicate more details as they become available. Look for more information about this volunteer pilot of ACT Compass 5.0, in a future DAC communication. 

ALTERNATE K-PREP ATTAINMENT TASKS TO BE DESTROYED (updated) (repeat) 
The last Alternate K-PREP testing window officially ended Friday, June 6. All Attainment Tasks should be returned to the DAC, BAC, DoSE or district level personnel who provided the tasks to teachers for the assessment. Once the tasks are in the hands of the district level personnel in charge of the Attainment Tasks they should be destroyed. This should also include any copies of the tasks made and shared out to teachers. This message applies to all school and district level materials. 

The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is requesting each district to confirm via e-mail to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov  that you have received and destroyed all materials for the Alternate K-PREP testing windows by July 3.

4- AND 5- YEAR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTINGS- DATA LAST UPDATED (repeat)
The update for the cohort data is dependent on the district to state backups to the state warehouse that occurs every weekend. There have been issues with this backup multiple times over the last month. Therefore, we have added a Data Last Updated to the top of the menu to show the last date the data has been updated for these reports. As soon as the backups are complete, we will update the date and this data. If you have made a change and do not see it in your list, refer to the Data Last Updated date. Any changes made in the local district IC database will not be reflected in the SDRR Cohort until the following week. The deadline to make changes is July 31.
[image: ]

4- AND 5- YEAR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTINGS (repeat)
The 5-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate will be used in 2014 Unbridled Learning accountability calculations (20% of the Next-Generation Learners total score at the high school level). The 4-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate will be used to compare to the 2014 graduation rate goal that was released with the 4-year rates reported in the 2013 School Report Card. If a school makes its annual measurable objectives (AMO), but misses its graduation rate goal, it will be considered to have missed its AMO. Kentucky is applying for a one-year extension of its Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) waiver as offered by the United States Department of Education (USED) and has included this change for 2014 (page 55 and 86). The state's red-lined extension request (as required by USED) was submitted May 1, 2014 and can be found here.

When reviewing the 4-year rate, check to see which students did or did not graduate on time in four years with a regular high school diploma. Students who graduated on time with the regular diploma would count positively for the 4-year rate. For the 5-year rate (same cohort), please review the students that did not graduate on time for the 4-year cohort and ensure that all students who graduated during the fifth year with a regular high school diploma are listed correctly. These students would count as on time for 5-year cohort and would count positively for the 5-year rate. 

For cohort specific questions, send an e-mail to the KDE Assessment mailbox at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. Or to contact via phone, call Tina Logan at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4740, David Curd at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4744, or Joy Barr at (502) 564-4394, ext. 4748.
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