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IMPORTANT DATES 
July 21:	Deadline to Verify District Shipping Address for Fall Reports
July 29-Aug. 15:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Ordering Application Open
July 29:	Deadline to Submit DAC/BAC of the Year Nominations
July 30:	New DAC Training Sponsored by KAAC, Louisville
July 31:	Deadline to Make Changes to Cohort Graduation Rate
Aug. 15:	Safety Tab Under the Learning Environment Tab Closes in School Report Card (SRC)
 Sept. 5:	SRC Profile, Remaining Tabs Under Learning Environment and Finance Tabs Close




QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Where can I find the ACT Explore and ACT Plan Content Pack for fall testing?

A:	The content delivery pack from ACT found at this link includes PDF files of all non-secure materials that will be provided to schools for the fall 2014 Kentucky statewide administration of ACT Explore and ACT Plan. The testing window is Monday, September 15 – Friday, September 26. Please see the attached Cover Letter for more details.



DISTRICT SHIPPING ADDRESS VERIFICATION FOR FALL REPORTS (DAC ACTION REQUIRED- Deadline today) (repeat)
DACs received an e-mail form last week from Maranda Perkins requesting verification of district shipping addresses. The addresses will be used this fall by Pearson for shipping Individual Student Reports to districts. Please return the e-mail form to Maranda.perkins@education.ky.gov by July 21.


ACT COMPASS SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE
The following e-mail communication attachment was sent from ACT last week to Compass users. Please be advised that ACT eCompass and ACT Compass will be unavailable for a few days due to maintenance and may interfere with testing in your district. 
	



WORKKEYS TESTING WINDOW 2014-15
KDE will be providing funding for all preparatory seniors in Career and Technical Education programs to take ACT WorkKeys (Assessments: Applied Mathematics, Locating Information, and Reading for Information). The definition of a preparatory student is a student who has completed two credits in a career pathway and is enrolled in the third credit in the same pathway. A student must be preparatory at the time of testing. For online testing, the testing window is December 1, 2014 – March 31, 2015 (four-month window). For paper/pencil testing, the testing window is February 16 – 27, 2015 (two-week window). For KDE funding, all testing must occur during these testing windows. Please refer to the attached FAQ document for further information. (This document is in the process of being posted at:  http://education.ky.gov/CTE/Pages/ACT-WorkKeys.aspx).





SRC 2013-14 OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY AND VERIFICATION (repeat from Special DAC E-Mail July 18)
The School Report Card (SECURE) site is NOW open for district and school data entry and verification of non-testing information. Specifically, the Profile, Learning Environment and Finance tabs are available for review. 

The Profile and Learning Environment tabs have been updated with 2013-14 data, the base year of the 2013-14 SRC. The Finance tab is new this year and contains the prior two years of data (i.e., 2011-12 and 2012-13) and 2013-14 submitted data; 2013-14 Revenue and Expenditures (audited) data will NOT be available prior to the public release of the SRC, but will be added to the card later. 

Data entry and verification is required by August 15 for School Safety data. This is the Safety tab under the Learning Environment. The remaining data in Learning Environment, Profile and Finance is required by September 5. 

For the complete e-mail, please see the following link: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Communications.aspx.



ORDERING ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN MATERIALS (repeat)
The ACT Explore/Plan test window for fall 2014 is Monday, September 15 through Friday, September 26. KDE and ACT are working together to provide an online ACT Explore/Plan ordering application. The application will be available for data entry July 29 through August 15. Information and step-by-step directions will be provided at that time.

DACs are encouraged to jump start the data collection process by collecting information now that will be needed for ordering later this summer. DACs usually need the assistance of school-based staff to determine the number of accommodated testing materials (i.e., Braille, large-print and audio CD) needed. Specifically, DACs or their designees will be asked to provide the following data for each school administering ACT Explore at grade 8 or ACT Plan at grade 10. 
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ALTERNATE K-PREP CALENDAR 2014-15 (repeat)
All important dates regarding the 2014-15 Alternate K-PREP administration can be found in the attachment below. The calendar can always be located on the Alternate K-PREP page found on KDE’s website under Alternate K-PREP Resources. As noted in the attachment some dates may be subject to change for reasons beyond the control of KDE.
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