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IMPORTANT DATES 
July 29-Aug. 20:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Ordering Application Open
Aug. 1-Sept. 12:	EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 15:	Safety Tab Under the Learning Environment Tab Closes in School Report Card (SRC)
Aug. 15:	SDRR Data Review Training at 11:30 a.m. EDT
Aug. 18: TENTATIVE SDRR Opens at 9 a.m. EDT for Data Review
Sept. 2:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Materials Arrive in Districts
Sept. 5:	SRC Profile, Remaining Tabs Under Learning Environment and Finance Tabs Close
Sept. 15-26:	Fall Testing Window




QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Q:	Does OAA have a TENTATIVE schedule for fall data review activities including training on use of the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application?

A:	A pre-public release data review is scheduled tentatively to open on August 18. This data review is the final opportunity for school and district staff to request changes to individual student information (i.e., accountability status, non-participation, demographic data or College/Career Readiness scores) before the 2013-14 data are finalized and made public. The data review is scheduled tentatively to close on August 27 for new requests and August 28 for resolution of pending requests. With the focus this year on “getting the rosters right”, OAA anticipates a smaller number of data review change requests.

Training for SDRR Data Review will be via Lync session on Friday, August 15 at 11:30 a.m. EDT. This session is designed to assist districts and schools with the Data Review process in SDRR for K-PREP, EOC and College/Career Readiness (CCR). KDE will be online by 11:15 a.m. to allow participants to test for sound and video connections. The PowerPoint and SDRR User Guide will be available to download within the training session and from the SDRR web page.

.........................................................................................................................................
Join online meeting
https://meet.lync.com/staffkyschools-education/pamela.powers/JPLZD267   

First online meeting? 
[! OC ([1033])!]
.........................................................................................................................................

OAA will offer in mid-September a Quality Control (QC) Day for DACs to conduct final checks before public release of data in the School Report Card system. QC Day will be conducted remotely using webcast and online interaction. It will be important for DACs to participate in this last step to identify possible systemic data issues. Three possible dates are currently being held (September 17, 19 and 23) for QC Day. The final date and details for QC Day will be shared when available. DACs are encouraged to place a hold on their calendars for the three dates. Most districts need to plan for a full morning on QC Day to complete training and the data check tasks.


NEW ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAINING MATERIALS
Attached are the draft versions of the new Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations Trainings. The materials are still under review and will have final changes made prior to filming later this week. Please review the materials and send any questions or concerns prior to Wednesday, August 13 at noon. 

Share comments or concerns regarding the Administration Code with Kathy.Moore@education.ky.gov. 

Comments and concerns regarding Inclusion of Special Populations please forward to Cindy.Warren@education.ky.gov. 

The updated regulations can be found at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/AdminCode.aspx. 




 

KYOTE WRITING EXAM SCORERS (DAC Action Required)
Any high school wishing to administer the KYOTE Writing Exam must have at least one trained scorer on staff. This individual will score exams administered at other schools. Please make certain that your school has a trained scorer, otherwise KYOTE Writing exams administered at the school will not be scored.

The message below from Kathy Williams, the KYOTE Scoring Coordinator, was sent last week to currently trained KYOTE Writing exam scorers. 

Greetings, KYOTE Scorers!

The new school year is upon us, or almost upon us, and schools have begun administering the KYOTE English Writing exam. I began making scoring assignments today so please be certain to keep an eye on your email inbox. 

I am also writing to share some basic reminders/info with you:
1. Essays assigned to you need to be scored as quickly as possible but definitely within 10 school days of the date they are assigned to you. I think that it is easy to lose track of when you need to have your essays completed, so I will be sending out more reminders. I will also be keeping track of turn-around times so that the folks at the Kentucky Department of Education and the Council on Postsecondary Education may use that information for data analysis and programmatic review. 
1. Remember to limit the number of students who test during any one testing session to 15. 
1. If you are assigned more than one testing session at a time, please know that I have probably assigned you small batches of essays to score. So, if I assign you to six sessions you may only have six exams to score. I will always try to make certain that you are not scoring more than 10-15 at a time. 
1. I am the person who will set up scoring for teachers this year instead of Kathy Garrett. If you have colleagues who would like to undertake the online KYOTE English Scorer training, please send them my way. New scorers are always welcome! 

Welcome to the new school year. I look forward to working with each of you! – Kathy 

Kathy A. Williams 
KYOTE Scoring Coordinator
Phone: 859-622-2306


ACT WORKKEYS INFORMATION
The following information along with the Checklist of Dates and FAQ were sent to ACT WorkKeys test coordinators last week. If DACs wish to be added to the ACT WorkKeys distribution list, please e-mail Angie Fischer at Angie.Fischer@education.ky.gov.




KDE CALCULATOR POLICY (repeat)
KDE has updated its calculator policy to prohibit computer algebra systems, software programs or applications on tests administered as part of Kentucky’s assessment and accountability system. Please refer to the new KDE Calculator Policy attached for details.




SDRR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTING—2014 FOUR-YEAR AND 2013 FIVE-YEAR (repeat)
Cohort listings for 2014 four-year and 2013 five-year have been viewable through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application since early May. The data displayed in SDRR is just for viewing purposes only until the data review period in mid-August. At that point, a ticket can be submitted for any student with incorrect data.

There is a data issue that has affected some students in the cohort report. After researching the issue, KDE will soon correct and load a new data file. The Data Last Updated displayed on the SDRR Cohort menu will indicate when the data was most recently updated.

[image: ]


For cohort specific questions, send an e-mail to the KDE Assessment mailbox at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. Or to contact via phone, call Tina Logan at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4740, David Curd at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4744, or Joy Barr at (502) 564-4394, ext. 4748.
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