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IMPORTANT DATES 
Aug. 1-Sept. 12:	EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 27:	SDRR Closes for Data Review (new requests) at 5 p.m. ET (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
Aug. 28:	SDRR Closes for Data Review (final) at 5 p.m. ET (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
Sept. 2:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Materials Arrive in Districts
Sept. 5:	SRC Profile, Remaining Tabs Under Learning Environment and Finance Tabs Close
Sept. 15-26:	Fall Testing Window
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Q: 	Does OAA have an update on science assessments for the 2014-15 school year? 

A:	Dr. Holliday’s Fast Five on Friday E-Mail for August 22 has the most recent information on science testing for 2014-15.

Clarification on Science Testing in 2015
With the adoption of the new Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) incorporated in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS) in June 2013, all Kentucky schools are required to implement the new science standards in each grade K-12 beginning in the fall of 2014. (Note:  With the incorporation of NGSS into KCAS, the former standards including Core Content 4.1 for Assessment were completely eliminated.) 
 
Kentucky will embark on the development of a new science assessment system to match the standards. The new system will take time to build. Staff of the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) proposed to the Kentucky Board of Education in June 2014 to suspend the K-PREP science testing at grades 4 and 7 in the spring of 2015 since the only test available measures out-of-date standards. However, the United States Department of Education (USED), during the review of Kentucky’s ESEA waiver extension submission, made it clear that there must be a science test at these levels administered in Kentucky in 2015. In order to meet USED requirements, the following will occur:

1. Elementary and middle schools will administer at grades 4 and 7 a science norm referenced test (NRT). The Stanford NRT has been given for the last three years as Part A of the K-PREP science test. The NRT is 30 questions and takes 40 minutes of testing time. National percentile results will be reported, but scores will not be used in the state accountability system. 
1. The high school end-of-course model has not changed and will continue. In high school, the end-of-course science test (Biology) will be administered in 2015 and its scores will be reported and used in the accountability model. 
1. Alternate Assessment students will be tested in science in spring 2015 at grades 4, 7 and 11. Grades 4 and 7 will not be used in state accountability. The process for Alternate Assessment for grade 11 science is still under development.
1. Science tests will continue to be part of the ACT EXPLORE (grade 8), ACT PLAN (grade 10) and the ACT (grade 11). For Alternate Assessment students, the Transition Attainment Record will continue. Results for all will be reported and used in accountability.

As the new science assessment system develops, educators will be kept informed of timelines and other important information. 

If you have questions on this matter, contact Associate Commissioner Ken Draut at (502) 564-2256, ext. 4728 or via e-mail at ken.draut@education.ky.gov. 

Click here to access KDE Press Release--Kentucky ESEA Waiver Extension Approved.



NEW TRAININGS NOW AVAILABLE
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has completed the recording of several trainings, which are now available for use. 

1. The new Assessment Regulations trainings and materials are available on the Assessment Regulations page. These videos are available through the KDE Media Portal, while the supporting documents and PowerPoints are on the Assessments page. 
0. Administration Code Training (regulation revised February 2014) 
0. Inclusion of Special Populations (regulation revised February 2014)

1. The Back-to-School Fall Trainings are recorded Lync sessions and are available on the Meetings and Trainings page accessible at: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx. These videos and PowerPoints have been separated into approximately 30 minutes or shorter videos to make it easier to work into a training schedule. 
0. ACT Explore and Plan
0. Alternate K-PREP
0. Regulations Update
0. English Learners (W-APT and ACCESS for ELLs)
0. College/Career Readiness
1. ACT QualityCore EOC trainings have been recorded for New DACs/BACs and a shorter Returning DAC/BAC training. These videos are found on the KDE Media Portal while the PowerPoints are accessible from either the Meetings and Trainings or the EOC web page. 
1. The Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) resources (manuals, recorded trainings and PowerPoints) remain available on the SDRR web page. The SDRR training is divided into three sections on the SDRR web page. Links to the manuals are also available within SDRR. 
2. The Cohort manual was updated 8/18/2014.


SDRR RESOURCES AND CLARIFICATIONS (repeat) (#3 updated)
SDRR resources (manuals and recorded training with PowerPoints) are available on the SDRR web page here. The SDRR training is divided into three sections on the SDRR web page. Links to the manuals are also available within SDRR. The Special DAC E-Mail for August 18 that announced the opening of QC Data Review is available here.

Based on questions received, OAA has four clarifications. 
1. Student Grade. Grade 9 EOC students are incorrectly listed as grade 12. This does NOT impact accountability, but will be corrected in SDRR and updated by tomorrow at 8:00 a.m. ET. 

1. Non-participation Types. There has been some confusion about when to use different non-participation types in SDRR for Data Review. OAA would like to help clarify when each type is appropriate to request. For EOC exams, "Additional Instruction Required" would be selected if a student did not complete the course and was not tested. While "Student should not have been assessed in the 2014 administration" would be selected as the non-participation reason if a student should have been deleted from the roster (for instance, if he/she withdrew or was expelled before the testing window) but was actually not deleted from the spring roster. Extraordinary Circumstance would be used in the case of extreme trauma, parental kidnapping, etc. Absence is generally not an adequate reason to request this type of non-participation. This information is also included on page 13 of the SDRR QC Data Review User Manual.

1. Cohort Graduation Rates Now Available. Data review continues for Cohort data in SDRR (2013 - 5 year and 2014 - 4 year) - (UPDATED)
Cohort data has been available in SDRR for data review since August 17 and closes this Wednesday, August 27 at 5:00 P.M. EDT. At that point, cohort data for the 2013-5 year and 2014-4 year will be locked and final graduation rates will be calculated. Preliminary rates based upon data loaded into SDRR are now available through the KDE secure web applications site. Instructions for access are below. These rates were calculated based upon data loaded into SDRR as of August 11. Changes made during data review will not be reflected in these preliminary rates. All changes approved by OAA or changes made in IC will be reflected in the final graduation rate calculated after the end of data review.

For accountability purposes, the 5-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate will be used in 2014 Unbridled Learning accountability calculations (20% of the Next-Generation Learners total score at the high school level) and the 4-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate will be used to compare to the 2014 graduation rate goal that was released with the 4-year rates reported in the 2013 School Report Card. Therefore, it is very important that cohort data in SDRR is reviewed prior to the close of the data review period.


ACCESSING THE COHORT RATE SPREADSHEETS
The preliminary cohort rates are now available. 

DACs must download district and school data from the KDE secure web applications site at http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/. Choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to access the student level data.


For 4-yr Cohort data, download the Zip file. 

1. SD14_Dist#_2014_4yr_CohortStudentData_DistrictName_Prelim_DR_20140818.ZIP (File name includes date 8/18/2014 file was generated.)
Inside the Zip File:
0. One Excel file for district (SD14_Dist#_2014_4yr_CohortStudentData_DistrictName_Prelim_DR_20140818.XLS)
0. One Excel file for EACH school (SD14_Sch#_2014_4yr_CohortStudentData_SchoolName_Prelim_DR_20140818.XLS)

For 5-yr Cohort data, download the Zip file. 
1. SD14_Dist#_2014_5yr_CohortStudentData_DistrictName_Prelim_DR_20140818.ZIP (File name includes date 8/18/2014 file was generated.)
Inside the Zip File:
0. One Excel file for district (SD14_Dist#_2014_5yr_CohortStudentData_DistrictName_Prelim_DR_20140818.XLS)
0. One Excel file for EACH school (SD14_Sch#_2014_5yr_CohortStudentData_SchoolName_Prelim_DR_20140818.XLS)

If you are unable to access the KDE secure application site, check with your WAAPOC and/or the KDE Help Desk. The KDE Help Desk can be reached at (502) 564-2002 or via ketshelp@education.ky.gov

For specific assistance with Cohort, see the Cohort SDRR manual and training here. For specific cohort data questions, contact Tina Logan at 502-564-9853 extension 4740 or David Curd at 502-564-9853, extension 4744, or e-mail kdeassessment@education.ky.gov.

1. Data Review Caution. As OAA processes data change requests, there will be impact to final district and school data files. Please use caution when sharing and summarizing data during this review period.


ACT EXPLORE AND PLAN OFF-GRADE TESTING (repeat)
Schools may order ACT Explore and ACT Plan for off-grade testing. It must be done through ACT’s national ordering system and at the national price. For additional details regarding Explore and Plan off-grade testing, please contact ACT Customer Services at 877-789-2925.


ACT SCORES AVAILABLE IN INFINITE CAMPUS (IC) (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) (UPDATE) (repeat)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) loads ACT Junior and National scores each year but only publishes scores out to districts upon request. Scores were made available to districts beginning July 14.

A survey monkey link has been created to collect requests for KDE to load ACT scores into IC. KDE has scores available from National testing (ACT national test dates), State testing (March testing for juniors), or both. Please use the link below to request the National scores, Junior scores, or both scores. This link is being sent to DACs for response. If someone other than the DAC should answer this survey, please forward the link to the survey to that person. Make sure someone from the district replies to the survey even if scores are not being requested by no later than August 29. KDE needs an answer from each district. Please click the link below to respond. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BJRC3C6 

National ACT scores will be labeled ACT (KDE_Reported_NATL). The Junior ACT scores will be labeled ACT (KY_Official_Jr). If you have any questions, please contact Raymond Carter at raymond.carter@education.ky.gov.


ALTERNATE K-PREP COMBINED OVERVIEW/ATTAINMENT TASKS (AT) TRAINING (teacher participation required) (repeat)
The 2014-15 Alternate K-PREP combined Overview Training/AT training and online quiz is now available. The training consists of five sections; the Alternate K-PREP Overview/AT sections 1.1 and 1.2 will focus primarily on material from the overview. Sections 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 will provide material specific to the AT administration. An online quiz will be provided following the completion of training section 2.3. Once the quiz has been completed, confirm by printing, then keep the certificate showing completion in the Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folder (AAAF). This certificate should also be provided to the district administrator before the Attainment Tasks are handed over. The Administration Guide for the Alternate K-PREP Overview/AT is provided below along with a direct link to access the training.



http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx
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