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IMPORTANT DATES 
Aug. 1-Sept. 12:	EOC Test Window #1
Sept. 2:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Materials Arrive in Districts
Sept. 5:	SRC Profile, Remaining Tabs Under Learning Environment and Finance Tabs Close
Sept. 8:	SDRR Opens for ACT Explore and ACT Plan Rosters
Sept. 15-26:	Fall Testing Window 
Sept. 17:	Online Quality Control Day (tentative)





QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Q:	Has OAA determined the date for the online Quality Control Day and are there other topics about which DACs should know?

A:	KDE has tentatively established September 17 for the online QC Day. The activities will be managed via webcast and online. More details for the day will be shared in a future e-mail.

In anticipation of the QC review of the Assessment, Accountability and Delivery tabs of the 2013-14 School Report Card (SRC), there are two topics of which DACS should be aware:

1. New Baselines – a new set of 2012-13 baseline Overall Scores and 2013-14 AMO goals was sent to DACs in December 2013. The spreadsheet was also posted on the KDE Open House website, under the Supplemental Data section and Accountability tab at: http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Data. The new baselines took the 2012-13 scores from Next-Generation Learners and added the Program Review scores (i.e., Arts and Humanities, Practical Living/Career Studies and Writing). By adding the Program Review Scores, the Overall Scores, AMO targets and the percentile distribution did change; Program Reviews add up to 23 points to the accountability model. The spreadsheet is also attached.



The new 2013-14 SRC will ONLY include 2012-13 and 2013-14 Overall Scores, AMO targets and Percentiles based on the new combined scores of Next-Generation Learners and the Program Reviews. Since the new SRC will not show trend data back to only the Next-Generation Learners scores (i.e., September 2013 SRC release) it should help with explaining the scores to the public. Below are the locked Overall Accountability Cut Scores that were provided in December 2013 and located on the third tab of the spreadsheet. The cut scores were set after combining Next-Generation Learners and Program Reviews and using the percentile cuts (i.e. 70th percentile equals Proficient). The baseline scores set in the fall 2013 using the 2012-13 data reset all schools to a normal distribution; however the Cut Scores are locked at that point and any gains made in the 2013-14 school year will allow all schools that reach the Cut Score to be proficient or distinguished. Theoretically, as in the past, 100% of schools could achieve the proficient/distinguished Cut Score due to the locked score.
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When you make your charts and graphs just be sure to use the data in the new 2013-14 School Report Card. It provides an “apples to apples” comparison. Districts should not compare your new 2013-14 scores back to scores generated from the Next Generation Learners component only – this is a new baseline. Attached is a SRC sample showing the 2013 Accountability Profile page and the new 2014 Accountability Profile, so DACs can see the change. 




2.	New Suppression Rules – the United States Department of Education (USED) has directed KDE to make adjustments to the SRC in order to suppress data that might inadvertently release an individual student score to the public. In order to comply with FERPA and the USED direction, this year’s SRC will show all n-counts (number of students), but may have to suppress the Novice, Apprentice, Proficient and Distinguished (NAPD) distributions associated with some scores. This will mainly impact small school’s disaggregated data. See attached for a sample of suppressed NAPD scores. 





NEW TRAINING NOW AVAILABLE FOR COLLEGE PLACEMENT EXAMS
Trainings are now available on Kentucky’s college placement exams, ACT Compass and KYOTE. The trainings available include:

Compass
· Compass Update Training—This training is available for all previously trained Compass administration staff.

· Compass On-Demand Training Series—These PowerPoint presentations with voiceover are available for all new personnel to Compass administration. The Introduction to Compass On Demand Trainings Series and Administering Compass On Demand Training are mandatory prior to any test administration.

These Compass trainings and other resources are available at, http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/Pages/COMPASS.aspx.  

KYOTE
· KYOTE Training: The People—This presentation includes information on staff roles during KYOTE administration.
· KYOTE Training: The Policies—This presentation includes an overview of the KYOTE policies in place for KYOTE administration.
· KYOTE Training: The Writing Exam—New this year is a presentation specifically for schools that wish to administer the KYOTE Writing Exam.

The newest version of the KYOTE User Guide is also available. 

These KYOTE trainings and other resources are available at, http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/Pages/KYOTE.aspx.


COHORT GRADUATION RATE
OAA staff are currently processing approved SDRR cohort data change review requests. Updated cohort lists and adjusted cohort graduation rates for 2013 5-year and 2014 4-year will be available on QC day that is tentatively scheduled for September 17th. This day will be the last review before final 2013 5-year and 2014 4-year and adjusted cohort graduation rates will be created and released.


UPCOMING KAAC CONFERENCE
Register Now! The 2014 Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment is almost here. Join us in Louisville at the Galt House on October 20th and 21st. The theme this year is "Bridging the Achievement Gap: College and Career Readiness for All"

This workshop is designed for teachers, building assessment coordinators, district assessment coordinators, school and district administrators and higher education personnel. Please make plans to attend.

REGISTRATION FEES
1. Early Registration - $175 through September 20, 2014 
1. Regular Registration - $200 September 21- October 8, 2014 
1. Pre-Workshop Sessions - $75 
2. Pre-Workshop Sessions - 8 a.m. - 10:45 a.m., Monday, October 20
Hotel reservations may be made at https://resweb.passkey.com/go/KAAC14


DROPOUT GUIDELINES (update)
OAA is currently updating the Dropout Guidelines that replaced the Nonacademic Guidelines, and will notify districts through the Monday DAC E-mail when it is available for download from our web page. The Retention and Transition data is now maintained by other offices and will not be included in the Dropout Guidelines. The Dropout Report is now under the KY State Reporting list in the local district edition of Infinite Campus, but there are a few issues that IC will be resolving. If you run the report before those are resolved, you will need to leave both Year set to 14-15 and calendar year set to active (14-15). If you have questions, contact David Curd at david.curd@education.ky.gov or Tina Logan at tina.logan@education.ky.gov, by e-mail, phone (502) 564-9853 (ext. 4744 for David and 4740 for Tina) or via Lync.


ACCESS FOR ELLs®/ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLs® TESTING SCHEDULE (repeat)
The 2014-15 ACCESS for ELLs® /Alternate ACCESS for ELLs testing window will occur January 1-February 13, 2015. For more information, see the attached schedule.



2015 NAEP ADMINISTRATION (repeat)
An e-mail was sent Friday, August 29, from Kathy Moore reminding DACs to check to see that their National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) selected school principals received an information packet sent earlier last week. If principals did not receive the packet or have questions, contact Mark DeCandia, NAEP Coordinator, at (502) 564-2256 or Mark.DeCandia@education.ky.gov.

ADMINISTRATION CODE TRAINING MATERIALS (repeat)
A slight change has been made to the training materials to more accurately reflect the revised regulations. The words “or network servers” was removed from slide 13 of the PowerPoint, and from the Acceptable Yes or No handout.

The regulation on page 5 under Test Security, Acceptable column states, “Students using technology to respond to test items are allowed to save responses to CDs or portable drives, but not to drives or servers.” If you have already conducted your training, there is no need or expectation to retrain staff. Corrected materials are posted to the KDE website.

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT STUDENTS MARKED BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED (VI) OR DEAF-BLIND ON IEP (DAC Action Required) (repeat)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will provide tactically-enhanced supplemental materials (e.g., maps, graphs) for the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks for students who have visual impairments. KDE must verify that the student has VI or deaf-blind marked on their Individualized Education Program (IEP). If a student in your district would qualify for these materials, please complete the following tasks:

1. Verify in the IEP that VI or deaf-blind has been clearly marked in a current IEP and the student is identified as participating in Kentucky’s Alternate Assessment.
1. Submit the student’s first and last name, SSID, grade, school and district to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 

	NAME (first and last)
	SSID
	Grade
	School
	District

	
	
	
	
	




All submissions must be made to Kevin O’Hair no later than Wednesday, September 24 in order to receive these tactically-enhanced materials for the first Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks window. Late submissions will not receive these materials for test window 1.

PLANNED CHANGES FOR ACT ESTABLISHMENT PROCESS IN 2014-15 (repeat)
ACT is changing the way they will be collecting testing staff and school information for test site establishment. In an effort to align processes more consistently across ACT products, schools will be asked to provide one primary contact, the Test Coordinator (TC) for the 2015 ACT Spring testing. The Test Coordinator will be the only staff person who will complete a Staff Profile Form and will also submit school information. Back-up coordinators and test accommodations coordinators will no longer be submitting profiles, but will need to be identified to assist the TC with testing activities.

In late September, the designated contact (the principal) will receive a link with an invitation to establish their school as a test site. To do this, he or she will provide school information, including the estimated total number of students expected to test, and will agree to serve as the test coordinator or appoint a qualified individual to serve in this role. A Checklist of Dates will be sent to the test coordinator with deadlines to prepare for testing. Back-up test coordinators and test accommodations coordinators may download test administration materials and training resources from a link ACT will provide the test coordinator. Links will also be posted on the KDE website. The TC will be the person responsible for coordinating all test administration activities, including the receipt and secure storage of all test materials (standard time and accommodations), and making sure all information provided by ACT is shared with the appropriate testing staff at the school.

For accommodations, the TAC at the school will be responsible for requesting ACT-Approved Accommodations or assisting the TC with completing applications and submitting required documentation. To order State-Allowed Accommodations materials, the TC will receive information with instructions on how to submit needed quantities of State-Allowed materials online. All key testing staff are still expected to either attend one of the in-person test administration training sessions scheduled in November, or access the webcast, provided as a link to the TC and posted to the ACT page of the KDE website.

Please refer to the Back to School Fall training on College and Career Readiness for more information.

UPDATED ACT COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS STANDARDS (repeat)
The following e-mail was sent from ACT’s president last week. For questions on the updated standards, please call 800.553.6244, ext. 2800.

Dear Colleague,
The ACT College and Career Readiness Standards (CCRS) are the backbone of ACT assessments. We review the Standards regularly as part of our ongoing validity process. That process revealed a need to reformat our Standards to better align with the language of the many sets of standards being used by states (including the Common Core State Standards). These updates to the ACT College and Career Readiness Standards will: 
	
1. Make it easier to compare ACT Standards with the other college and career standards used by states;
1. Provide a clear, longitudinal connection to the reporting categories featured in our ACT lower-grade assessments; 
1. Aid in identifying and referring to specific Standards through the introduction of a new numbering system; and
1. Include updated Ideas for Progress. 

Several CCRS update resources are available, including a “view changes” tool, supplemental explanatory notes, printable pdfs, and more, all located at www.act.org/standard. 

The ACT College and Career Readiness Standards give clear meaning to test scores and serve as a link between what students have learned and what they are ready to learn next. As you head into the 2014–15 school year, we hope you will find the updates and the corresponding resources helpful. 

Kind regards,

Jon Erickson
President 
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Unbridled Learning: College and/or Career.Ready for All
2014 Locked Overall Accountability Cut Scores

School of
Type _|Level Proficient | Distinguished' | Distinction”
[School _|Elementary (ES) Overall Score 694 751 779
[School _|Middle (MS) Overall Score 668 719 735
[School_[High (HS) Overall Score 70 775
[District _[District (AL) Overall Score 675 737

1A Distinguished SchooVDistrict can also be considered igh Performing, but must alsomeet ts current
Year AMO, student particpation rate and the graduaton rate must be above 0. h addton, the
‘schooldistit cannot be abeled s Priorey or Focus.

2 SchoolDistictof Distnction must aiso meet s current year AO, student patcpation rate and the.
‘graduation rate must be above 60. In addton, the schooldistrict cannot be labeled as Priorty or Focus.





image4.wmf

oleObject3.bin

image5.wmf

oleObject4.bin

image6.wmf

oleObject5.bin

image1.wmf

oleObject1.bin

