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IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 29-Nov. 14:	EOC Test Window #2
Oct. 1-Nov. 1:	Verification of Dropouts and Dropout Data
Oct. 6-17:	ACT Site Establishment Window
Oct. 13:	Data Review for 2014 Public Reporting Closes at 5:00 p.m. ET
Oct. 17: 	Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Arrive in Districts from Pearson
Nov. 3:	Dropout Data Extracted from Infinite Campus
Nov. 6:	ACT Test Administration Training in Bowling Green
Nov. 7:	ACT Test Administration Training in Lexington
Nov. 10 & 14:          Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort





QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q: When will there be opportunities for those required to take the Administration Code/Inclusions of Special Populations Training in Frankfort?	

A:  OAA staff will be offering six, three-hour training sessions in Frankfort covering the Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations regulations.  These trainings are provided for district/school staff who have received notification from KDE recommending additional training related to an allegation.  Registration is required.  Contact Teresa King by e-mail at Teresa.king@education.ky.gov  and provide the following information found in the spreadsheet below for the attendee(s):



Each meeting will be held at the Capital Plaza Tower in the 1st floor conference room from 12:30 – 3:30 p.m. ET. Enter the building at the lobby-level on the east side of the tower.  Photo identification will be requested at the lobby desk. 

Dates              
November 10
November 14            
December   9
December 11
     January 8
     January 13


DATA REVIEW CLOSES AT 5:00 P.M. ET TODAY
The 2014 public reporting data review closes today at 5:00 p.m. ET.  Changes can be made in SDRR following the same process that was used for the Quality Control (QC) data review. Please refer to the SDRR Data Review Manual at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx.


INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORTS FROM PEARSON
Individual Student Reports (ISRs) will arrive in districts from Pearson no later than October 17. Districts will receive two copies of the ISRs, one for the school and one for the student.


ACT TEST ACCOMMODATIONS 
As ACT Test Sites are established (deadline October 17), the Test Coordinators will be e-mailed important information on ACT Test Accommodations (see attached details).  The e-mail will include information on training, an upcoming Question and Answer Session (October 20), and deadline for requesting ACT-Approved Accommodations (November 21).  Please see attachment




STATE PLACED STUDENT INDICATOR 
A new Kentucky Educational Collaborative for State Agency Children (KECSAC) tab has been released in Infinite Campus (IC) for the 2014-15 school year.  Any students being served by the local school district who have been placed by a state agency and are receiving KECSAC funds should have data entered on the KESCAC tab in the school in which the services are given beginning with the current school year. The KECSAC tab is new for the 2014-15 school year. Completing the data on the KECSAC tab will be used to determine accountability for these students and will be provided to KECSAC for data analysis and public reporting.  Questions regarding this tab can be answered by Windy Newton with the Division of Student Success in the Office of Next Generation Schools and Districts at (502) 564-4772 or windy.newton@education.ky.gov


ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION TRAINING- INTERCHANGE DECEMBER 8 
David Curd and Tina Logan with the Office of Assessment & Accountability’s Division of Assessment Design and Implementation will have a session at the Infinite Campus Interchange on December 8 that will review the adjusted cohort graduation student listings in SDRR, importance of correct data in IC and the four-five-six year cohort graduation rate.  Registration information will be sent to all KSIS contacts soon.  Questions can be sent to Becky Jenkins, KSIS Service Manager with the Office of Knowledge, Information & Data Services (KIDS) at (502)564-2020 Ext. 2475 or becky.jenkins@education.ky.gov.


RETENTION AND TRANSITION DATA 
Retention data reporting is now maintained by the Division of Student Success in the Office of Next Generation Schools and Districts at (502) 564-4772 or windy.newton@education.ky.gov.  She has sent out report guidance.  If you are responsible for this data collection, you can contact Windy for more information.

Transition Data reporting is now maintained by the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Office’s Division of Technical Schools and Federal Programs at (502) 564-3472. The contact is Kiley Whitaker at (502) 564-3472.  That office is not providing documentation for this report because they only need the transition status on the graduation tab to be completed for each graduating senior.  The data will be extracted after November 1. 

COMPASS MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE
The next three Compass maintenance dates occur on weekends, which will not affect most schools. 

From ACT Compass Team:
As a reminder, there will be a system-wide maintenance for ACT Compass scheduled for October 18–19, 2014; Saturday, 5 p.m. CT through Sunday, 5 p.m. CT. No testing or reporting with ACT Compass will be possible during the following Saturday night/Sunday periods. Please plan accordingly. 

Other upcoming maintenance periods that will affect testing include:
1. November 22–23, 2014; Saturday, 5 p.m. CT through Sunday, 5 p.m. CT
1. December 20–21, 2014; Saturday, 5 p.m. CT through Sunday, 5 p.m. CT

If you have any questions about the maintenance periods, please contact ACT Compass Customer Service at 800.645.1992, or e-mail compass@act.org.


ACT SITE ESTABLISHMENT AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES (repeat)
ACT Site Establishment 
Schools planning to administer the ACT in March 2015 will begin the test site establishment process this week. The establishment window is set for October 6-17. The week of September 29, ACT sent establishment packets to eligible schools.  ACT is scheduled to send e-mails to each principal or acting principals today, October 6 with the link to establish as a testing site.  Principals are instructed to either establish themselves as the test coordinator (TC), by providing required staff and school information, or to appoint a new TC online.  Deadline for all schools to submit their online establishment information is October 17. Please note, ACT will no longer collect staff information for the TAC or Back-Up Test Coordinator.  However, schools will want to identify a backup coordinator, and many will still have their own test accommodations coordinator (TAC) (if not the TC). 

Test Administration Training Registration
An e-mail invitation is being sent to register online to attend one of the in-person training sessions offered by ACT and KDE. Trainings will be conducted in Bowling Green on Thursday, November 6 and in Lexington on Friday, November 7. Both sessions are scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. local time, and will run approximately 3 hours, including Q&A time at the end. All appointed test coordinators and their primary staff (Back-Up Coordinator, Test Accommodations Coordinator) are strongly encouraged to attend one of these sessions, or view the recorded webcast modules, which can be accessed through a link provided by ACT and will also be available on the ACT page of the KDE website.  Any newly appointed staff or staff from a school that had a misadministration in the Spring 2014 are required to attend a scheduled session, or view the full test administration webcast. These sessions have limited seating capacity and the deadline to register is Friday, October 17, so early registration is encouraged. For more information, refer to the training memo provided with the establishment materials, or in the e-mail sent to principals on October 6. The webcast will be available and can be accessed this week.
Test Accommodations Webcast and Question and Answer (Q&A) Session
Test Coordinators and Test Accommodations Coordinators requesting ACT-Approved Accommodations for students needing accommodations for testing, will have an opportunity to view an accommodations webcast.  The accommodation webcast will cover the application process, including how to complete the form, what type of documentation is required and how to submit all requests with documentation to ACT for consideration. 

A Q&A session is also scheduled for Wednesday, October 22. A registration link to that session will be provided in an e-mail to the test coordinator, once he or she has submitted their online establishment form. Two sessions are scheduled on the 22nd, one in the morning and another in the afternoon. For times, please refer to the e-mail. If school officials or appointed test coordinators have questions, they can contact ACT at StateTesting@act.org or call 800-553-6244 x-2800 or x-1788 (Accoms).

CLARIFICATION ON FOCUS AND HIGH PROGRESS LABELS (repeat)
Provided in the attachment below is information regarding the Focus and High Progress labels released with the 2013-14 School Report Card.


KENTUCKY’S SCHOOL REPORT CARD AND SPREADSHEETS 2014 WORKBOOK (repeat)
The 2014 Workbook, a condensed PowerPoint explanation of the School Report Card, is available for schools/districts to use. This resource can be useful to schools/districts as they study their 2014 data. Click for the 2014 Workbook. 

COHORT GRADUATION RATE WEB PAGE (repeat)
We have updated our Graduation Web page with the most current information.  For questions regarding formulas, cohort definition, and cohort frequently asked questions, visit this link: http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/Graduation-Rate-Data.aspx

ALTERNATE K-PREP COMBINED OVERVIEW/ATTAINMENT TASKS (AT) TRAINING CLOSING OCTOBER 17 (repeat)
The 2014-15 Alternate K-PREP combined Overview Training/AT training and online quiz that opened on August 18 will close October 17. This training is a requirement for anyone who plans to administer an Alternate K-PREP Attainment Task in November or April.  No tasks should be administered until the training and quiz have been completed. For any questions regarding the training, contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.

ACT COMPASS 5.0 PILOT – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED (repeat)
ACT, Inc. released a new version of ACT Compass (ACT Compass 5.0). The current version of ACT Compass will be supported by ACT throughout the 2014–15 school year. However, it will not be available after August 2015. Kentucky schools will move to ACT Compass 5.0 by the end of next summer. Kentucky will continue with the current ACT Compass system this school year (2014-15). We will make the switch to the ACT Compass 5.0 over the summer.  
 
To support the transition to the new system, the Office of Assessment and Accountability is searching for volunteers to pilot the new ACT Compass 5.0.  Because of the changes made to the end user experience and preparation for administration, we want to verify all the components function in the KETS environment and document the steps needed for statewide implementation.  School staff that volunteer for the pilot will assist with development of training and support materials in order to support testing beginning August 2015.
 
If you have a school that would like to volunteer to participate, please have the CIO/DTC send a request to Paul.Shoemaker@education.ky.gov .  DACs can volunteer their schools by contacting Jennifer.Stafford@education.ky.gov or Pamela.Powers@education.ky.gov.   KDE will collect volunteers through Friday, October 17.  We will select a range of district technology environments to best reflect the various networks and student devices used across the state.  We will be in contact, once we have 10-15 schools selected and that reflect the variety of environments we are requiring for the pilot.  We are looking for Windows (7 & 8) environments, including SurfacePro devices, and Apple/Mac OSX 10.6 and higher devices.

RETENTION DATA COLLECTION (repeat)
Instructions for Retention Data Collection has been sent to district Directors of Pupil Personnel (DPPs).The 2013-14 retention data collection timeline is as follows:
1. October 3 – October 31: District data validation window (see attached instructions)         
1. October 31: District data validation window closes
1. On or before October 31: Data Verification Survey must be completed by district representative
1. November 15: Retention data will be extracted from Infinite Campus State by KDE
This data will be used for 2013-14 federal reporting and will be publically reported via the School Report Card.  

The Retention Report only includes those students retained in Grades 4-12.  Please contact Windy Newton at Windy.Newton@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4772. 




DROPOUT GUIDELINES – NOW AVAILABLE (repeat)
NOTE: When running the Dropout report and producing a list for the 2012-13 school year, go back and make certain the report is set to the Active Year (2014-15). Even though the Dropout report shows 2014-15 under Active Year, it is pulling data from the 2013-14 school year.

The 2014-15 Dropout Guidelines (2013-14 school year) is now available for download from the KDE web page: http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/DropoutData.aspx. Detailed instructions for running the report and reviewing the dropout data can be found in Appendix A of the guidelines. The Dropout Report is under the KY State Reporting list in the local district edition of Infinite Campus. There is one issue with the report that does not affect the data as long as the calendar is left defaulted to active year 2014-15 (see picture below). Infinite Campus is aware of the issue and at this time we are not sure, when they will resolve this. In the meantime, leave the Active Year set to 2014-15 on the screen and the report pulls data correctly from the 2013-14 school year. Make sure the file that you export contains only 2013-14 dropouts. 

If you have questions, contact David Curd at david.curd@education.ky.gov or Tina Logan at tina.logan@education.ky.gov, by e-mail, phone (502) 564-9853 (ext. 4744 for David and 4740 for Tina) or via Lync.
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