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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 1- Jan. 16: 	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 9:	Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Dec. 9:	ACT Test Administration Q&A Session
Dec 11:	Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Dec. 12:	Alternate K-PREP Attainment Task Window #1 Ends
Dec. 19:	Deadline to Enter Scores in the Student Registration Database for Window #1



 
QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Have the dates for 2016 ACT state testing been set?

A:	Yes, the 2016 schedule for state testing has been set. The 2016 ACT testing dates are:

March 1:	ACT Administration
March 15:	ACT Administration Make-up Day
March 1-15:	ACT Administration window for students with accommodations

NEW WEEKLY ADDITION
District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) can use the new Testing Reminder/Tip of the Week to introduce or reinforce the new Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Population regulations to test administrators before spring testing. 

Beginning with the November 24 edition of the DAC Monday E-Mail, OAA included a reminder or tip related to each regulation.  A reminder/tip will be included every week through mid-April. The regulations have been broken down in small parts so there is less to focus on at one time. The information will be listed as the last article each week for easy reference. DACs can create a mini lesson by cutting and pasting the article into a new e-mail and forwarding to all school staff that have the potential to be involved with testing. Our hope is that by having a smaller portion to focus on at one time staff will have better retention which will lead to fewer allegations.

ALTERNATE K-PREP SCIENCE INFORMATION (repeat)
In August, OAA shared the plan for Alternate K-PREP science at grades 4 and 7 for 2014-15. At that time, a final decision regarding high school was still under discussion.

Now, the complete plan for spring 2014-15 Alternate K-PREP assessment is finalized and includes the high school level. The Kentucky Department of Education will apply the same format and rules for inclusion in accountability to ALL Alternate K-PREP Science assessments.

The Alternate K-PREP for 2014-15 will use the new science standards. OAA realizes this focus on the new standards is quicker than some would have liked, but please keep in mind these are low stake assessments. They will be reported for participation only and not included as part of accountability.

This year’s science testing for Alternate K-PREP will serve as a small scale field test. A Kentucky student percentile will be generated for the student scores obtained on the Alternate K-PREP Science assessments for reporting that meet federal mandates. The scores will not be attributed to school or district accountability.


ALTERNATE K-PREP SCIENCE ASSESSMENT PLANS FOR 2014-15 (Contains updated information at high school) (repeat)
For the general education population, the science assessment at grades 4 and 7 will use a Norm Referenced Test (NRT) for the 2014-15 school year.  The NRT at grades 4 and 7 will not be part of accountability. At high school an End of Course (EOC) Biology assessment will continue and be part of accountability.

Since Alternate K-PREP does not use an NRT or EOC assessment, the following assessment plan will be used for Alternate K-PREP in 2014-15.

Grades 4, 7 and 11
0. Administer an attainment task (12 questions total, based on new aligned science standards)
0. Test only during the second testing window (April 20-May 29, 2015)
0. Provide one work sample per standard to be included in the AAAF for the new standards
0. Teach the new science standards in any order this year
0. ASSESSMENT AT GRADES 4 AND 7 WILL BE FOR PARTICIPATION ONLY, NOT PART OF ACCOUNTABILITY.
0. ASSESSMENT AT GRADE 11 WILL BE FOR PARTICIPATION ONLY, NOT PART OF ACCOUNTABILITY. (UPDATED INFORMATION)


ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT ACCOUNTABILITY FOLDER (AAAF) INFORMATION RELEASED (repeat)
Every spring the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) sends out requests for randomly selected schools and districts to submit a small percentage of their students’ AAAFs for students participating in the Kentucky Alternate Assessment. These reviews do not impact accountability (unless concerns from a total score do not match information in the AAAF then additional investigations may be conducted) but these folders do assist KDE in monitoring the level of instruction going on in the Alternate Assessment classrooms.

The AAAF Training PowerPoint has been available for the past two years on the Alternate K-PREP AAAF web page. It focuses on the requirements to be included in the AAAF along with the layout of the folder and also information regarding the work samples being submitted. That training has been modified to now include two parts: Part 1 focuses on the AAAF document with all of the information included over the past two years; and Part 2 has been added to display to districts the AAAF Scoring Rubric used at the state level to review the folders and monitor student instruction. This information is now being shared out with teachers to assist in the development of their folders, along with a way for them to do mock scoring of the folders throughout the year.

The AAAF Scoring Rubric was developed by KDE staff and the regional Low Incidence Consultants (LIC). 

Please note that the score you determined at the district level may be different from the score provided by KDE if the folder is to be selected for an official review.

The updated training and the AAAF Scoring Rubric can be found on the Alternate K-PREP AAAF web page link below:

http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Pages/AltAAAF.aspx

If you have any questions please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by calling (502) 564-4394.

EOC ROSTERS OPEN FOR NON-PARTICIPATION (repeat)
Rosters are open for schools and districts to request non-participation for End-of-Course exams. A non-participation may be requested for any student enrolled in an eligible course (Algebra II, Biology, English II, and/or U.S. History) but not completing the assessment. It is only necessary to add students to the roster if non-participation needs to be requested. Schools and districts will have an opportunity to review accountability later in the spring, but OAA wanted to offer the opportunity to request non-participation for students earlier in the year. It is anticipated that non-participation EOC Rosters will remain open until early April.

ACT WORKKEYS TESTING WINDOWS (repeat)
For the 2014-15 school year, there are two testing windows scheduled for ACT WorkKeys testing in Kentucky. Test administration dates are:
1. WorkKeys Internet Version (WKIV) Testing: December 1, 2014 through March 31, 2015
1. Paper Testing: February 16-27, 2015
Please refer to the attached Testing Notice #3 for additional information regarding ACT WorkKeys.



ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS REGULATIONS
In an effort to help school level test administrators, both certified and classified staff, (i.e. BACs, teachers and accommodation providers) avoid testing allegations. OAA will be including a reminder or tip related to the testing regulations in the DAC Monday E-Mails. The intent is to break down the regulations into smaller parts to reinforce training already provided or as an introduction to training that will be provided in the spring. The information will be placed at the end of the e-mail so that it will be easy to find each week. DACs are encouraged to establish a method to disseminate the information in a timely manner to school level staff, especially teachers, as they are the front line of test administration. 

TESTING REMINDER/TIP OF THE WEEK
Administration Code
Test prep activity results must be used by teachers to improve instruction and provide feedback to students.

Inclusion of Special Populations
Accommodations are meant to be student initiated, not teacher initiated.  This does not apply to alternate assessment students who may have difficulty initiating a request.  Teachers may remind all students, prior to testing, what accommodations they are entitled to use during testing.
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