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IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 1- Jan. 16: 	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 9:	ACT Test Administration Q&A Session
Dec.11:	Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Dec. 12:	Alternate K-PREP Attainment Task Window #1 Ends
Dec. 19:	Deadline to Enter Scores in the Student Registration Database for Window #1



 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Rosters be available in SDRR?

A:	The ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs rosters were scheduled to be available today in SDRR. However, the SDRR application is closed for emergency maintenance. OAA will notify DACs when SDRR is available again. When it reopens, SDRR will have two processes open—EOC Non-Participation and ACCESS Rosters. 


UPDATED SCHOOL REPORT CARDS (SRC) AVAILABLE MONDAY (repeat from Special DAC E-mail)
Staff in the Office of Assessment and Accountability has completed the data review process that follows public reporting. After this regulatory 10-day window, OAA applied any necessary changes to student level data and regenerated all data files. On December 8, the final 2014 data will be visible in SRCs on the public KDE website here.

Additionally, Advanced Placement (AP) data will be available Monday in the SRCs. To access the AP data, click on the follow SRC tabs: Assessment, Other Tests, and Advanced Placement. See the example screen shot from the SRC below.
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Spreadsheets and ZIP files with final 2014 data will be placed on the KDE secure web applications site by Monday afternoon. Look for more information and directions in the Monday DAC E-Mail for December 8. DACs are encouraged to download these final data files.

DACs with accountability impact changes (i.e., Classification, Rewards/Assistance labels) received individual e-mails from Rhonda Sims Friday evening (December 5).

Next Steps for the Final 2014 Data
Later this month, the final 2014 data for Next-Generation Learners and Program Review data will be used to produce the Annual Measurable Objectives (AMO) for 2015. To create the AMOs for 2015, OAA will remove science data at grades 4 and 7 and add the K-3 Program Review data.

If you have questions, please e-mail me at rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov or contact the Division of Support and Research by phone at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 


FINAL PUBLIC RELEASE SPREADSHEETS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD
Final public release spreadsheets are available for download from the KDE secure web application. These are updated versions of the spreadsheets DACs received on Quality Control Day.

Also, a spreadsheet is provided that provides a summary and details on your district/school data changes after QC Day. It is posted under the Summary of Change folder (see information below) and is titled SD14_001_Summary of Changes_District Name_Pub Rel_20141001.XLS.

DACs received a courtesy e-mail (from Rhonda Sims) if their district or schools had a change of Classification or Rewards/Assistance labels. The 1 district and 1 school with a negative classification change received a phone call from OAA.  Because a district or school may have a change in numbers (i.e. overall score or components) without changing Classifications or Labels, it is important for DACs to access and view the QC Change spreadsheet. If your district had no changes, then a spreadsheet was NOT generated and a folder is NOT included in your zip file.

The secure School Report Card and updated spreadsheets will be accessible through the Web Applications login. When in the site, select School Report Card (SECURE) or Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF). 

Choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to access the student level data. 

Each district ZIP contains school and district files using this folder structure.
[image: ]

If your district does not have associated files for the folder, then the folder is not included or the folder is empty.

If you are unable to access the KDE secure web application site, check with your WAAPOC and/or the KDE Service Desk. The KDE Service Desk can be reached at (866) 538-7435 or (502) 564-2002 or via ketshelp@education.ky.gov.


FIRST ALTERNATE K-PREP TESTING WINDOW TO END (December 12)
The first Alternate K-PREP testing window to administer Attainment Tasks will end Friday, December 12. This is the first of two windows set to assess content standards for reading, mathematics, social studies and writing. No tasks may be administered after December 12 without prior approval by the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE). 

SCORE ENTRY IN STUDENT REGISTRATION DATABASE TO CLOSE (December 19)
All scores for the first Alternate Assessment test window must be submitted in the Student Registration Database (SRD) by Friday, December 19. The system is designed to automatically shut off at this point. Please make sure that all scores have been entered by this date. 

The Transition Attainment Record (TAR) and Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI) will remain open until the close of administration for test window 2 in May.

If there are additional questions or concerns, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov, or by phone at (502) 564-4394.


ACCESS FOR ELLS® 2.0 FIELD TEST ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Online Test Administration Manual (O-TAM) 
This is accessed by logging on to eDIRECT (http://wida.drcedirect.com) and clicking General Information-Documents-Show Documents button. 

Alternatively, the O-TAM can also be accessed from the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Field Test website (www.wida.us/2.0/FT) on the “Preparation Resources” tab.

The O-TAM provides guidance on the procedures for preparing for and administering the Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking Field Tests. If clarification is needed beyond the manual, please contact the WIDA Client Services Center at help@wida.us.

Video Tutorials
These helpful and short videos can be used to provide test administrators and students an overview of how to access and navigate through the online field test system. The videos can be accessed by going to eDIRECT (http://wida.drcedirect.com) and clicking Test Setup-General Information-Test Tutorials tab. You do not need to have an account to access the Video Tutorials.

Student Directions and Practice Items:
The Student Directions and Practice Items are a hands-on opportunity for students to practice and become familiar with the online field test system prior to the field test. These are accessed by double-clicking the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 FT Online Assessments desktop shortcut on a computer that has had the INSIGHT test system installed. If you do not have the icon on your desktop, please check with your school or district Field Test Technology Coordinator.
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Once the test system opens, click on the Student Directions and Practice Items link and select the appropriate domain and grade cluster, as desired, and login with the User Name and Password provided on the login screen. This will begin the Student Directions and Practice Items for the student.  **Please note there is no limit to the number of times a student can access any Student Directions and Practice Items.

Please do not hesitate to contact WIDA Customer Support with any questions. 
WIDA Customer Support
Data Recognition Corporation (DRC)
855-787-9615
WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com


COLLEGE READY STATUS FILE NOW AVAILABLE
On the KDE secure website (https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/default.aspx), DACs will find the district’s students who are deemed college ready. When developing the College Ready Status file, KDE used the Statewide ACT administration test data, which most students took as a junior, National ACT test data from 2008 through May 2014 and Compass scores from Kentucky’s Community Colleges. Scores from students testing after May 2014 are not included in this file; please read Cover Sheet for details and precautions.

There is one zip file per school. Each file contains: 
1. Cover Sheet—This tab contains critical information about the use and limitations of this data file.
1. College Ready—Students on this list have met the college benchmarks and are NOT eligible for ACT Compass or KYOTE.
1. NOT College Ready—Students on this list have not met the college benchmarks in the content area with an “X” and may be eligible for Compass or KYOTE.
1. Unknown—Students on this list are Kentucky students for whom OAA does not have linked assessment data. 

The purpose of this file is to assist schools/districts in determining which students are eligible for ACT Compass or KYOTE testing. If the school has a record of a student meeting the benchmark that is not reflected in this file, please hold this information until the College/Career Readiness (CCR) data review process begins in late summer for graduates.

Note: Career readiness may be obtained in the TEDS system.


KOSSA
1. January 15 is a critical deadline for KOSSA registration.  Only those students marked Preparatory in TEDS by January 15 will be eligible to test.  Confirm that all students are marked correctly by running the KOSSA Test Ticket Report in TEDS.
1. KOSSA information will be sent to DACs and posted on the KDE KOSSA webpage (http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx) by December 10, 2014.  
1. The KOSSA testing window will run February 2 – March 31, 2015.  Schools will identify dates for testing within this two-month window.  More information will be posted on the KDE KOSSA webpage under Resources.
1. There will be no paper/pencil version of the KOSSA in 2015.  Accommodations for readers, large print, and extended time can be met through the online system.  
1. Make sure that the IEP tab in Infinite Campus documents what accommodations are required for students.  This is the authoritative source for accommodations and we will be pulling those accommodations requests from IC this year.  Schools will not be required to submit a written request for accommodations.  If a Braille version is required, please contact Pamela Moore at (502) 564-4286.

For questions about KOSSA contact Pamela Moore by phone (502) 564-4286 or e-mail pamela.moore@education.ky.gov


WORKKEYS PAPER AND ACCOMODATED FORM TESTING: CRITICAL ACTION REQUIRED THIS WEEK
December 8-12, 2014 is the only opportunity to order WorkKeys test booklets and answer documents for standard time or accommodated testing materials for the February 16-27, 2015 testing window offered this year.  Each school should place only one order. If the ACT WorkKeys test coordinator is not available to place the order during this week, the back-up ACT WorkKeys test coordinator should do so. The online order link will be available Dec 8-12 on the informational website at http://act.org/aap/kentucky/workkeys.html. 

For questions about WorkKeys contact Angie Fischer by phone (502) 564-4286 or by email angie.fischer@education.ky.gov


2016 ACT STATE TESTING DATES (repeat)
The 2016 ACT state testing dates are:
1. March 1 - ACT Administration
1. March 15 - ACT Administration Make-up Day
1. March 1 - 15 - ACT Administration window for students with accommodations


NEW WEEKLY ADDITION (repeat)
District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) can use the new Testing Reminder/Tip of the Week to introduce or reinforce the new Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Population regulations to test administrators before spring testing. 

Beginning with the November 24 edition of the DAC Monday E-Mail, OAA included a reminder or tip related to each regulation.  A reminder/tip will be included every week through mid-April. The regulations have been broken down in small parts so there is less to focus on at one time. The information will be listed as the last article each week for easy reference. DACs can create a mini lesson by cutting and pasting the article into a new e-mail and forwarding to all school staff that have the potential to be involved with testing. Our hope is that by having a smaller portion to focus on at one time staff will have better retention which will lead to fewer allegations.


ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS REGULATIONS
In an effort to help school level test administrators, both certified and classified staff, (i.e. BACs, teachers and accommodation providers) avoid testing allegations. OAA will be including a reminder or tip related to the testing regulations in the DAC Monday E-Mails. The intent is to break down the regulations into smaller parts to reinforce training already provided or as an introduction to training that will be provided in the spring. The information will be placed at the end of the e-mail so that it will be easy to find each week. DACs are encouraged to establish a method to disseminate the information in a timely manner to school level staff, especially teachers, as they are the front line of test administration. 

TESTING REMINDER/TIP OF THE WEEK
Administration Code
Test materials shall never be left unattended in any unsecure areas.

Alternate Assessment materials are considered secure and shall be treated as such.

Test materials stored in classrooms require a double lock—a closet, desk, cabinet, etc. and the classroom door. 

Students are never to be left alone with test materials whether in a school or a home/hospital setting.

Inclusion of Special Populations
Students in hospital or homebound settings who are physically able to test without endangering health are to participate in the assessment.
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