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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to All!

IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 1-Jan. 16: 	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 25-26:	State Offices Closed for Christmas Holiday
Jan. 1-2:	State Offices Closed for New Year’s Holiday
Jan. 6-13:	ACT Enrollment Confirmation Window
Jan. 8:	Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Jan. 9:	ACT Off-Site Testing Proposal Due
Jan. 13:	Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Jan. 15:	Deadline for KOSSA Registration




QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Are the dates and locations set for the 2015 February/March District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) meetings?
	
A:	Yes. Below is the list of the February/March DAC trainings scheduled around the state for the upcoming spring assessments. Registration information will be forthcoming. 

February 10, KEDC in Ashland
February 11, Pike County Central High School in Pikeville
February 13, Madison County Extension Office in Richmond
February 18, Ralph Rush Professional Building in Florence
February 20, Russell County Natatorium in Russell Springs
February 24, KY Dam Village in Gilbertsville
February 25, Owensboro Board of Education in Owensboro
February 26, GRREC in Bowling Green
March 5, KY Transportation Building in Frankfort

LISTING OF ACCESS FOR ELLS® TEST ADMINISTRATORS AND TRAINING QUIZ SCORES 
DACs may now download the list from the KDE secure web applications site; the list contain ACCESS for ELLs® test administrators’ names as well as their ACCESS training quiz scores. To locate the Excel file containing the ACCESS test administrators and quiz scores, DACs may follow these steps:

1. Click on this link: http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/
1. Choose Student Data Detail to access the file. 
1. The ACCESS file for each district is named SD16__your district number _ district name_ACCESSTESTADMINISTRATORS.xls 

If you do not have a username or password to access the KDE secure web applications site, or need assistance accessing the secure web applications site, please contact your district Web Application Administrator Point of Contact (WAAPOC).

In order for test administrators to give ACCESS for ELLs® beginning in January, the score on each of the three training quizzes has to be an 80% or higher.

For questions concerning the ACCESS quiz scores, please contact Chris Williams through e-mail, chris.williams@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.


END-OF-COURSE EARLY WARNING REPORT UPDATE (see EOC EARLY WARNING REPORT repeated below)
Since releasing the EOC Early Warning Report last week, several questions have been raised. 

1. Will the EOC Early Warning Report be used for accountability?
No. This report is meant to be a tool, NOT final authority for accountability.
1. Students transferred into a district with credit for an EOC course. Will they be required to take an EOC exam if they did not take the course in Kentucky? 
No. A student, who transfers from a private, out-of-state (or country) school with credit in the course, does not take the EOC assessment in that content area(s). 
1. When will school/district staff be able to apply for non-participation (exemption) status for students who were not tested in prior years? 
In the spring, there will be a non-participation (exemption) in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. OAA plans to add students without EOC scores to accountability rosters in SDRR and include additional non-participation reasons (i.e., took course out-of-state). Specific details are under review and will be provided in spring DAC trainings. Please do not try to enter into SDRR at this time.
1. When was staff made aware of seniors being included in accountability that haven’t taken an EOC?
Beginning in the first year of end-of-course in Kentucky, 2011-12, it has been announced. Below is the Frequently Asked Questions in 2011 and it has been in every ACT DAC/BAC Manual since.
 
FAQ EOC Edition 2, Revised 9/26/2011:
Will KDE be able to track students across cohorts? Yes. A roster will be collected annually through the SDRR application for accountability. Beginning with the 2011-12 freshman cohort, every student should have an EOC score for English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History. At the end of the 2014-15 school year, students graduating without an EOC score or approved exemption in each of these courses will be included in the school and district accountability calculations. 


DESTROY ALTERNATE K-PREP WINDOW 1 SCHOOL LEVEL MATERIALS (IMPORTANT TEACHER INFORMATION) 
The first Alternate K-PREP testing window officially ended Friday, December 12. All school level Attainment Tasks should be returned to the DAC, BAC, DoSE or district level personnel who provided the tasks for assessment. Once the school level tasks are in the hands of the district level personnel in charge of the Attainment Tasks they should be destroyed. This should also include any copies of the tasks made and shared out to teachers. Binders should be kept; however, all school level materials inside those binders will need to be destroyed.


RETAIN ALTERNATE K-PREP WINDOW 1 DISTRICT LEVEL MATERIALS (IMPORTANT DAC/DISTRICT LEVEL INFORMATION)
District level Attainment Tasks for window 1 should be kept at the district office. These materials will be required if a make-up test is administered. No district level materials should be destroyed until test window 2 has been completed in the spring.

The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is requesting each district to confirm via e-mail to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov that you have received and destroyed all school level materials for the first Alternate K-PREP testing window by January 23.


ANNUAL MEASURABLE OBJECTIVES (AMOs) ANTICIPATED SOON (repeat)
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is currently working on the next steps for the final 2014 data. The process is taking slightly longer than first anticipated. DACs should expect to see the AMOs for a quality control step in the first week of January, with a public release on the KDE website planned for mid-month. 

The final 2014 data for Next-Generation Learners and Program Review will be used to generate new 2014 Overall Scores and Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) for 2015. DACs will receive more detailed information by special e-mail before the initial draft release.

END-OF-COURSE (EOC) EARLY WARNING REPORT (repeat)
Since end-of-course testing was first implemented in 2011-12, it has been announced that beginning with the 2011-12 freshman cohort, every student should have an EOC score for English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History. As has been stated over the last three years, at the end of the 2014-15 school year, students graduating without an EOC score or approved non-participation in each of these courses will be included in the school and district accountability calculations. To assist school/district staff to identify students who do not have EOC data (especially seniors), Infinite Campus now contains an End-of-Course Early Warning Report.

The EOC Early Warning Report indicates whether a student has a score for state required EOC assessments. A student who has taken the EOC assessment will have an indicator of Yes. A student who has not taken the EOC assessment will have an indicator of No. Exempted status (i.e. non-participation) will be indicated by Yes (exempted) or No (not exempt). The report includes actively enrolled students who, on the date of the report, have a primary enrollment in grades 8 through 12. Alternate Assessment students are included in this report but are not expected to take the EOC exams.  The report includes EOC assessment data PRIOR to the 2014-15 school year. Scores for students who have taken the assessment this school year are not included in the report. 

To gain access, please ask the district KSIS (Infinite Campus) Point of Contact to give appropriate personnel (those assisting with identifying who needs testing) access to the EOC Early Warning Report. 

To access the report within the Infinite Campus Index:
Go to Ky State Reporting, KDE Reports, EOC Early Warning
To generate the report, select one assessment or all, and one grade level or all.

Next Steps 
Students who are juniors or younger who have not tested have time to complete the courses and take the assessments. Seniors, graduating in 2015, also have time to take the assessment. Once seniors have been identified without an EOC score, test the student(s). Seniors currently in the course will test at the completion of all instruction. Seniors who completed the course in prior years but were not tested also have the opportunity to take the assessment during the spring semester.

State required EOC assessments:
EOCA - Algebra II
EOCB - Biology
EOCE - English II
EOCH - U.S. History

Note: KDE staff working within IC may not have matched all student data in your school or district. School/district staff should reconcile district data and the information in this report prior to giving students an assessment. This report is meant to be a tool, not final authority for accountability. If staff find discrepancies in the report, make note of it locally to improve your local record keeping on EOC assessment taking.

For questions on assessment, please contact the Office of Assessment and Accountability at (502) 564-4394. For questions on the data and Infinite Campus, please contact the Office of Knowledge, Information and Data Services at (502) 564-2020.


KOSSA: CRITICAL ACTION REQUIRED BY JANUARY 15 (repeat)
1. January 15 is a critical deadline for KOSSA registration. Only those students marked Preparatory in TEDS by January 15 will be eligible to test. Confirm that all students are marked correctly by running the KOSSA Test Ticket Report in TEDS.

1. The KOSSA testing window will run February 2 – March 31. Schools will identify dates for testing within this two-month window. A link for identifying school testing dates will soon be available under KOSSA Resources at http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx. Please check this resource section frequently for updates.

1. A KOSSA Coordinator must be identified by January 15. This individual will have access to the online testing system for the school and will receive communication regarding student test tickets, administration procedures, and reporting. KOSSA Coordinators may be the DAC, BAC, Principal, Counselor, CTE Coordinator or another individual who has been designated to coordinate testing responsibilities at the building level. A survey for identifying the KOSSA Coordinator will soon be available under KOSSA Resources at http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx. Please check this resource section frequently for updates.

1. There will be no paper/pencil version of the KOSSA in 2015. Accommodations for readers, large print, and extended time can be met through the online system.

1. Infinite Campus (IC) is the authoritative source for accommodations. OCTE is making an attempt to capture all accommodations needs through IC so that schools will no longer need to submit requests. We are currently testing the system to complete the accommodations data pull from IC. Make sure that the IEP information in IC documents all accommodations required for students. In the event, the test is not successful, you will be notified with the alternate plan for capturing accommodations information. If a Braille version is required, please contact Pamela Moore at (502) 564-4286.

1. For questions about KOSSA contact Pamela Moore by phone (502) 564-4286 or e-mail pamela.moore@education.ky.gov


ACT QUALITYCORE FREE WEBINAR AVAILABLE (repeat)
Learning@ACT is now offering a no cost webinar to ACT QualityCore customers titled, “An Introduction to ACT QualityCore Educator Resources.” This 45-minute webinar will develop a working definition of rigor and relevance and work systematically through the curriculum, instructional, and assessment resources that educators can use to increase rigor and relevance in their courses. 

This training is offered twice:
1. Friday, January 30 		10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. CST
1. Monday, February 9 		2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. CST
Visit http://www.act.org/learning-at-act/training/act.html to sign up for this free webinar, and to see other training offerings.


ACT ENROLLMENT CONFIRMATION WINDOW JANUARY 6-13 (repeat)
ACT Test Coordinators (TCs) will receive an e-mail from ACT on or before January 6, with information on how to update their Grade 11 (and possibly Early Graduate) enrollment for ACT statewide testing in March 2015. The e-mail will provide a link to the site where each test coordinator will log in to confirm the enrollment provided to ACT during fall establishment. Test coordinators will be asked to follow the instructions and update the school enrollment, if needed. Reminder: Students who have an approved Early Graduation Intent Form and are flagged in IC may take the ACT prior to their junior year. Early graduate candidates may only take the ACT assessment once for state testing. ACT Test Coordinators are encouraged to work in conjunction with the student and guidance counselor to provide guidance to the student on when is the best time to take the ACT. 

TCs will be asked to provide only the number of students expected to test in March. This number will be used to ship the non-secure materials that will be used for planning and to complete the required Pre-test session. ACT will automatically include a small overage with each shipment of test materials to cover enrollment increases before test day. Test coordinators will also have the opportunity to update the quantity of manuals they will receive.

This online confirmation process will close at the end of business on January 13. 

ACT OFF-SITE TESTING PROPOSAL DUE JANUARY 9 (repeat)
Participating schools who are administering the ACT in March that need to make arrangements to test off-site will need to submit their Off-Site Testing Proposal to ACT by January 9. 

Schools that indicated during establishment they would need to test off-site were sent a reminder e-mail with a link to the site to submit a proposal. If your school needs to test off-site, but has not already indicated this, then the test coordinator should contact ACT at 800/553-6244 for more information.

These proposals are due to ACT for review by January 9.

TESTING REMINDER/TIP OF THE WEEK
Administration Code
Students may have non-content related materials at their workstation after they have completed testing and their test materials have been collected.

Inclusion of Special Populations
Extended time accommodation: The student must have used regular time appropriately and made progress in order to be allowed extended time. Extended time is limited to time and a half or double time. Examples: 30 minute test X 1 ½ = 45 minutes OR 30 minute test X 2 = 60 minutes. Extended time should immediately follow the testing session and shall not go beyond the end of the school day.
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