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IMPORTANT DATES 
Jan. 1-Feb. 13:	ACCESS Testing Window
Jan. 30:	Deadline to Register for February DAC Meetings
	Preliminary ACT Accommodation Roster Review Deadline
Feb. 2-6:	Test Coordinator Receives ACT Nonsecure Test Materials
Feb. 2-11:	Test Coordinator Orders ACT State-Allowed Accommodations Test Materials
Feb. 2-Mar. 3:	EOC Test Window #4
Feb. 2-Mar.31:	KOSSA Test Window 
Feb. 11:	Test Coordinators Submits ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Form
Feb.13:	ACT Test Administration Q and A Webinar
Feb. 13-Apr.10:	ACCESS 2.0 Field Test Window



QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Is there a Text Reader Kit again this year for accommodated students taking K-PREP?

A:	Text Reader is an option for students taking K-PREP in grades 3-8 again this year. This year it will be available for Windows, Mac and iPads (generation 2 and higher). It does not come on a CD this year; instead it will be an online version and thus will not arrive in a kit. By early February there will be some online samplers made available for schools/students to practice. It is recommended that schools work with the samplers on the various equipment they will use for spring testing to endure that the equipment is working properly and any issues are identified prior to testing beginning. More details will be coming in the February DAC trainings offered around the state. 


QUALITY CONTROL PHASE CONTINUES 
OAA appreciates the work of DACs in reviewing the 2014 Baselines and 2015 AMO goals. Through our collaborative effort with DACs, we have identified corrections needed for K-8 districts and some reconfigured schools. OAA continues our internal analysis throughout the quality control. Please e-mail data concerns to kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. The Quality Control for DACs ends at 5:00 p.m. ET on Friday, January 30.


SDRR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTING—2015 FOUR-YEAR AND 2014 FIVE-YEAR
Cohort listings for 2015 four-year and 2014 five-year are now viewable through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. The data displayed is as of January 20. Any changes after this date are not reflected in the current listing. OAA will update the data periodically and will provide notice when data has been updated. For preliminary reports, grade 12 students with blank end statuses are temporarily set to On-Time Status.  After the end of the school year (July 31), any student in grade 12 who does not have a graduation end status (G01-G04) will be changed to Not On-Time. The data displayed in SDRR is for viewing purposes only until the data review period in mid-August. At that point, a ticket can be submitted for any student with incorrect data.
The Data Last Updated displayed on the SDRR Cohort menu will indicate when the data was most recently updated.
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For cohort specific questions, send an e-mail to the KDE Assessment mailbox at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov or contact via phone; call Tina Logan at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4740 or David Curd at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4744. 



2014-15 DROPOUTS- W22 and W29 WITHDRAWAL CODES
Beginning with the current school year (2014-15), W22 withdrawals are only used for transfers between Kentucky public schools.  Out of state enrollments are now indicated with an end status of W29. If a school ends an enrollment with a W22 and there is not an enrollment in another Kentucky public school, the student will be a dropout. Therefore, it is important for schools to confirm that any student withdrawn with a W22 has a subsequent enrollment in another Kentucky public school. This includes No Show enrollments for students who did not return to the 2014-2015 school year. You will also see this note in the SDRR Cohort Manual on page 14 referenced in the e-mail above.

UPCOMING ACT ACTIVITIES AND DEADLINES
ACT initial test day of March 3 is quickly approaching. Please make note of the many activities that are upcoming.

Preliminary Accommodation Roster Review through January 30
All Test Coordinators (TC) who received Preliminary ACT-Approved Accommodations Rosters, are to have reviewed and responded to/contacted ACT with any questions, noted discrepancies, or to request needed changes by January 30. No response to ACT indicates the TC has no concerns with the information provided. Final rosters will be shipped to TCs with secure test materials a week before testing.

TC receives nonsecure shipment(s) Week of February 2 -6
TC will be receiving the ACT nonsecure test materials, to be used when holding the required pre-test session. Quantities of answer documents, Taking the ACT, Test Administration Manuals and a set of PreID (barcode) labels will be included in this shipment. TCs should verify quantities and all items listed on the packing slip have been shipped. Contact ACT Test Administration if additional materials are needed. Secure test materials are to be shipped about one week prior to testing.  

Window for TC to submit ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Form now through February 11
Test Coordinators may apply for ACT Approved Accommodation for eligible students. (Must be accompanied by a Request for ACT-Approved Accommodations.) 
Applicable only to: 
1. Examinees who are newly enrolled at the school or newly classified as an eligible grade level. 
2. Examinees who have a newly identified disability. 
3. Examinees with ACT-Approved Accommodations who transferred to your school from another school in your state. 
4. Examinees with medical emergencies or sudden onset of a medical condition. 

Window for TC to order State-Allowed Accommodations February 2 - February 11
TC may order State-Allowed Accommodations materials online for students who are not approved ACT-Approved Accommodations February 2 – 11. A link to online ordering will be provided to the TC in an e-mail that is scheduled to go out Monday, February 2.

Test administration Q&A session February 13
ACT and KDE will host a Question and Answer Webinar on Friday, February 13 from 10:00-11:00 ET. KY ACT testing staff may ask questions to receive assistance with issues they may be encountering. TC and other testing staff can register to participate by clicking on the link to Kentucky ACT Test Administration Q&A Session 2

Contact ACT State Testing Support at 800/553-6244 x-2800, or by using the Contact Us e-mail link: http://www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html   or for accommodations inquiries at ACTStateAccoms@act.org 


SPRING 2015 QUALITYCORE® END-OF-COURSE TESTING (repeat)
The target dates and deadlines for Spring 2015 QualityCore® End-of-Course testing are in the attached document Upcoming Target Dates and Deadlines Spring 2015.



KYOTE UPDATE (repeat)
Due to the large number of tests administered during November and December, there is a temporary suspension in the administration of the KYOTE writing test. This will give scorers an opportunity to finish scoring the exams that have already been administered. We estimate that the test will be available by January 19th.

EOC ONLINE SURVEY MONKEY (DAC Action Required) (repeat)
For planning purposes, ACT and KDE would like to know if schools plan to continue online testing. A survey was sent from Loretta Johnson to all DACs the week of January 12.If you have not responded to the survey please do so by January 27. It contained two questions:
1. Based on the above aspects of consideration, will high school(s) in your district be interested in testing online? Yes/No
1. If so, approximately how many students will be testing online (total number of all four subjects, English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History)? Open field


ACT WORKKEYS (repeat)
The following information along with the Checklist of Dates and FAQ were sent to ACT WorkKeys test coordinators last week.


MAKE-UP TESTING FOR WINDOW 1 (repeat)
The first Alternate K-PREP test window has officially ended; now comes the time for districts to identify any students who need a make-up test administered. Any student who does not complete a test during the first window and does not have an approved non-participation request at the end of the year will receive a 0 for the window missed. 

Schools/districts should consider a make-up test for the following reasons:

1. Newly placed- Student placed in Alternate Assessment after the first window has occurred (no work samples required for window 1, but still need to be tested);
1. Transfer- A new student enters your district (Contact Kevin O’Hair or the former district to determine if a test was administered before a make-up test is given since the student will be accountable to someone and should have a test score);
1. Absence- Student was absent due to illness and has medically improved since the first testing window; and
1. Other- Reason not mentioned above

To initiate a make-up test, the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC), Director of Special Education (DoSE), District Alternate Assessment Consultant or Building Level Coordinator (BAC) must make the request by completing and submitting the following information to Kevin O’Hair:

Planned Date of Administration (Start to Finish);
Reason for Make-Up Test; and
Previous District Enrollment (if this applies)

ALTERNATE K-PREP NON-PARTICIPATION (repeat)
Non-participation requests (medical or extraordinary circumstance) will not be filed until the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application opens in mid to late April. All requests will be filed in SDRR and will follow the same process for students participating in the general K-PREP. Begin collecting data now, then when the state test rosters open for all students in April, the process may proceed.

Once the non-participation requests are filed in April, a response should be provided back to the district in a timely manner. If, for some reason the request is denied and you would like to make-up the assessment from the missed testing window, contact Kevin O’Hair to work out those details.

All students should remain on the roster in the Student Registration Database (SRD) even if they do not test and plans are to file a non-participation request this spring. If a student missed window 1 but is capable of testing window 2 then a make-up test would be needed for window 1. If a student tested window 1 but due to other reasons (medical or extraordinary circumstances) cannot test window 2 we would need to see that the non-participation was approved and then remove scores for window 1 by contacting KDE. This will not occur until mid to late April.

For additional questions about make-up testing or non-participation requests, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.
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