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February 9, 2015

IMPORTANT DATES 
Jan. 1-Feb. 13:	ACCESS Testing Window
Feb. 2-11:	Test Coordinator Orders ACT State-Allowed Accommodations Test Materials
Feb. 2-Mar. 3:	EOC Test Window #4
Feb. 2-Mar.31:	KOSSA Test Window 
Feb. 10:	DAC Training at KEDC in Ashland
Feb. 11:	(DEADLINE) Selection of K-PREP Shipping Option due in PearsonAccess
Test Coordinator Submits ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Form
	DAC Training at Pike Central High School in Pikeville (FULL)
Feb. 12:	ACCESS 2.0 Technology Coordinator Webinar
Feb. 13:	ACT Test Administration Q & A Webinar
	DAC Training at Madison County Extension Office in Richmond (FULL)
	Deadline for ACCESS 2.0 Field Test Registration
	ACCESS 2.0 Test Administrator Webinar
Feb. 13-Apr.10:	ACCESS 2.0 Field Test Window
Feb. 16-27:	ACT WorkKeys Test Window (paper test)
Feb. 18:	ACT Explore/ACT Plan Data Review Closes
	DAC Training at Ralph Rush Professional Development Center in Florence
Feb. 20:	DAC Training at Russell County Natatorium in Russell Springs
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
Q:	What is the deadline to select a Spring 2015 K-PREP materials shipment window? 

A:	On or before Wednesday, February 11, all District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) should select a shipment option in PearsonAccess. To select the shipment option, log into PearsonAccess and go to the Test Setup tab to find Administration Details.

Shipment Options are:
1. Shipment Option 1.  If your district is testing between 04/15/2015 and 05/01/2015, materials will arrive on 03/30/2015.

1. Shipment Option 2.  If your district is testing between 05/04/2015 and 05/15/2015, materials will arrive on 04/13/2015.

1. Shipment Option 3.  If your district is testing between 05/18/2015 and 06/01/2015, materials will arrive on 04/27/2015.

Districts testing after 06/01/2015 will need to select Shipment Option 3.





2015 FEBRUARY DAC MEETINGS
1. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will begin the February DAC meetings (in Ashland) on Tuesday, February 10 and end three weeks later (in Frankfort) on March 5. For all trainings, registration will be held from 8:30 a.m.-9:00 a.m. Meetings will then be held from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (local meeting location time).

1. OAA understands that safety is most important and some may not be able to attend the DAC meetings due to weather or other circumstances. For these reasons, OAA is planning to offer a recorded or an electronic version of the training as well. 

1. The daily agenda will be structured as follows:
2. General information for ALL grades, SDRR, Pearson grades 3-8 and On-Demand Writing grades 10-11 will be delivered at the beginning of the first half of the day;
2. High School testing (including EOC) and CCR during the afternoon. 

1. Please feel free to bring a USB flash drive if you would like copies of files used during the DAC meetings or you may access these from the cloud. 

1. Should one of the DAC meetings need to be cancelled, OAA will send an e-mail to all registrants the day before, if possible.


ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN STATE DATA AVAILABLE
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) released statewide data from the September 2014 administration of the ACT Explore and ACT Plan assessments today, February 9. Kentucky continues to use the same 2013 benchmarks in accountability. The benchmark scores for ACT Explore are English—13, Mathematics—17 and Reading—15. The benchmark scores for ACT Plan are English—15, Mathematics—19, and Reading—17.

There are three types of reports for each test (Average Score, Benchmarks and State Trends) that are posted on the KDE website in Open House, http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/ and attached to this e-mail for convenience. The reports are located in Supplemental Data section. Please see the following six attachments:
1. ACT Explore Average Score (Excel)
1. ACT Explore Benchmarks (Excel)
1. ACT Explore State Trends 2014 (Pdf)
1. ACT Plan Average Score (Excel)
1. ACT Plan Benchmarks (Excel)
1. ACT Plan State Trends 2014 (Pdf)

Please contact the Office of Assessment and Accountability, Division of Support and Research if you should have any questions at dacinfo@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4394.










UPDATED EOC EARLY WARNING REPORT
The purpose of this report is to assist school/district staff to identify students who do not have End-of-Course data. The EOC Early Warning report indicates whether a student has a score for state required EOC assessments. A student who has taken the EOC assessment will have an indicator of (Y)es. A student who has not taken the EOC assessment will have an indicator of (N)o. A student who is Exempted will have an indicator of (E)xempt. The report includes actively enrolled students who, on the date of the report, have a primary enrollment in grades 8 through 12. The report will generate in Excel format. 

For the Alt-Assessed students, the appropriate Alt-KPREP assessment will substitute for its corresponding EOC assessment.  
Alt-KPREP09 = EOCE
Alt-KPREP10 = EOCM
Alt-KPREP11 = EOCB
Alt-KPREP12 = EOCH

Note: All scores are as of July 15 of the prior school year. This report is not used in for accountability. 

To generate the report, select one assessment or all, and one grade level or all.

State required EOC assessments:
EOCA - Algebra II
EOCB - Biology
EOCE - English II
EOCH - U.S. History


ACCESS 2.0 FIELD TEST (repeat)
WIDA is hosting two webinars on the ACCESS 2.0 Field Test. One is for the district’s technology coordinators and the other is for test administrators. The webinars will be recorded and posted to the Field Test Website: www.wide.us/2.0.FT. See information below:

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Technology Coordinator Webinar
1. Date: February 12
1. Time: 3:00 p.m. CST
1. Web Link: https://wida.webex.com/wida/onstage/g.php?MTID=eb9c975e68644ccabc789c2cc160dd93b 
1. Audio Connection: 1-415-655-0003
1. Meeting Number: 665 326 623
1. Purpose: to provide information about the roles of the Field Test Technology Coordinator and answer any outstanding questions.

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Test Administrator Webinar
1. Date: February 13
1. Time: 3:00 p.m. CST
1. Web Link: https://wida.webex.com/wida/onstage/g.php?MTID=ea485d9845e21ee4eb9cbb71312698dea
1. Audio Connection: 1-415-655-0003
1. Meeting Number: 661 415 870
1. Purpose: to provide information about the roles of the Field Test Administrator and answer any outstanding questions.

For more information about the ACCESS 2.0 Field Test, see the January 27 Special DAC E-Mail. 

ACT STATE ADMINISTRATION AND TORNADO SAFETY DRILL (repeat) 
March 2015 is Severe Storms Awareness Month. The Office of Kentucky Emergency Management (KYEM) has set the statewide 2015 Tornado Safety Drill for Tuesday, March 3 at 10:07 a.m. ET, the same day as the initial ACT state administration. A tornado drill at that time would interrupt ACT testing. KYEM and the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) suggest that high schools wishing to participate in the tornado drill plan to conduct it on another date in early March.

Please take a minute to conduct the drill on an alternate day and review your severe weather safety plan. The National Weather Service Offices serving Kentucky will use a tornado warning TEST MESSAGE to trigger the drill. In the event of pending or inclement weather, the drill will be rescheduled. 

ACT ROOM SUPERVISOR/PROCTOR TRAINING RESOURCES NOW AVAILABLE (repeat) 
ACT state testing is quickly approaching. Test Coordinators have four weeks to train Room Supervisors and Proctors. To assist with the training, ACT has identified specific sections of the ACT Test Coordinator’s training that is appropriate for Room Supervisors and Proctors. Room Supervisors and Proctors are welcome to watch all the snippets or only these pertinent sections:
1. Facility requirements
1. Staff requirements
1. Pretest activities
1. Test Day Activities
1. Success for You and Your Students

Additionally, if Room Supervisors and Proctors are assisting with checking-in materials or packing materials for return, it is recommended that they also watch the test materials snippet, packing and returning materials snippet, and possibly the makeup testing snippet. TCs who may be serving as room supervisors should be trained. ACT also requires that all testing staff review, learn and know the content found in the administration manuals provided in the non-secure shipments. To access the snippets visit the ACT Assessment page of the KDE website at Link to Recorded Test Administration located on the upper right side of the page under the Training heading. 

ACT STATE-ALLOWED ACCOMMODATIONS ORDERING WINDOW NOW OPEN (repeat)
ACT State-Allowed Accommodations ordering window opens Monday, February 2. State-Allowed Accommodations test materials can be ordered starting February 2 through February 11, 2015. All Test Coordinators (TCs) will be receiving an e-mail with the following link along with their log-in information. 

1. Go to: http://statetesting.act.org/saorder/.
1. Log in with the assigned OTIS credentials: User Name and Password
1. Enter in the quantity for each type of State-Allowed Accommodations materials needed.
1. Submit order. 

A confirmation e-mail will be sent upon submission.

Note: You don’t need to order test materials for ACT-Approved examinees. Those materials will be shipped separately to the TC.

ACT WORKKEYS—PAPER TESTING (repeat)
This correspondence is only for those schools that ordered ACT WorkKeys Paper Testing. If testing completely online, please disregard this e-mail.

KDE’s window for ACT WorkKeys paper testing is February 16-27. Schools may test at any time during this window; however, all testing (including make-up testing) must be complete on/by February 27. Retesting may occur at any time after this date throughout the school year. A retest order form will be sent out at a later date. 

If paper testing materials have not been ordered, call ACT WorkKeys immediately to place the order. The school is responsible for expedited shipping costs. You will need to identify yourself as a KDE/Kentucky school. The ACT WorkKeys phone number is 1-800-967-5539. Even if you are testing online, you will need to test students with special accommodations, other than extended time, by paper testing.

All paper testing materials will be shipped the weeks of January 26 and February 2 from ACT WorkKeys. 

Action Items:
1. If you do not receive your order by February 6, please call ACT WorkKeys at 1-800-967-5539. You will need to identify yourself as a Kentucky/KDE school.  

1. Once you receive your paper testing order, please verify that the number of tests you ordered are included, along with answer documents, any special accommodations materials, etc. If not, please call ACT WorkKeys at 1-800-967-5539. Once your order is verified, please keep testing materials in a secure and locked area.  

1. Please review the Administration Manual for Paper Testing, along with completing the Test Materials Tracking Log (page A-2), located at: http://act.org/workkeys-private/manuals/WorkKeysAdministrationManualforPaperTesting.pdf. Please also review the other forms, such as WorkKeys Roster, Seating Diagram, Special Accommodations Forms, etc. You will need to submit these forms back to ACT WorkKeys.

1. Also, please complete the Manual Verification Form stating that you will comply with testing procedures. All administrators and proctors must complete this form. It is located at: http://act.org/workkeys-private/forms/manual.html  

If you have any questions or need clarification, please do not hesitate to contact Angie Fischer at (502) 564-4286, ext. 4236. 

SDRR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTING—2015 FOUR-YEAR AND 2014 FIVE-YEAR (repeat)
Cohort listings for 2015 four-year and 2014 five-year are now viewable through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. The data displayed has been updated to February 6, 2015. Any changes after this date are not reflected in the current listing. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will update the data periodically and will provide notice when data has been updated. For preliminary reports, grade 12 students with blank end statuses are temporarily set to On-Time Status. After the end of the school year (July 31), any student in grade 12 who does not have a graduation end status (G01-G04) will be changed to Not On-Time. The data displayed in SDRR is for viewing purposes only until the data review period in mid-August. At that point, a ticket can be submitted for any student with incorrect data.
The Data Last Updated displayed on the SDRR Cohort menu will indicate when the data was most recently updated.
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For cohort specific questions, send an e-mail to the KDE Assessment mailbox at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov or contact via phone; call Tina Logan at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4740 or David Curd at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4744. 


2014-15 DROPOUTS- W22 and W29 WITHDRAWAL CODES (repeat)
Beginning with the current school year (2014-15), W22 withdrawal codes are only used for transfers between Kentucky public schools. Out of state enrollments are now indicated with an end status of W29. If a school ends an enrollment with a W22 and there is not an enrollment in another Kentucky public school, the student will be a dropout. Therefore, it is important for schools to confirm that any student withdrawn with a W22 has a subsequent enrollment in another Kentucky public school. This includes No Show enrollments for students who did not return to the 2014-15 school year. This note is referenced on page 14 in the SDRR Cohort Manual.



TESTING REMINDER/TIP OF THE WEEK
Administration Code 
Be cautious about answering specific questions from students during the testing window or session, especially ones outside of your own content area. 

Inclusion of Special Populations 
Paraphrasing accommodation: Paraphrasing is limited to directions only. Paraphrasers can break down directions into parts or segments, use similar words or phrases in directions, repeat or rephrase directions. Paraphrasers cannot define words or concepts, teaching vocabulary, tell students what to do 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc. 
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