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DAC Monday E-Mail
March 23, 2015

IMPORTANT DATES 
Feb. 2-Mar.31:	KOSSA Test Window 
Feb. 13-Apr.10:	ACCESS 2.0 Field Test Window
Mar. 4-Apr. 10:	ACT Rosters in SDRR (Close April 8 for new changes; April 10 for pending changes) 
Mar. 23:	Deadline for Reporting Errors with the Combined Overall Score Data and AMO Goals (5 p.m. ET)
Mar. 24-Apr. 3:	MetriTech Data Validation Window for ACCESS for ELLs®/ Alternate ACCESS for ELLs®
Mar. 30-June 12:	EOC Test Window #5
Apr. 6-10:	Receipt of Alternate K-PREP Attainment Task Materials for Window 2
Apr. 15:	Deadline for Entry of Test Window Dates in SDRR
	Deadline for QualityCore 2015 Online Assessment Form



QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will EILA certificates be sent to participants attending the recent DAC meetings?

A:	EILA certificates will be sent in the next two weeks from the Office of Assessment and Accountability. If you attended one of the DAC meetings and have not yet received your certificate in the next two weeks, please contact Teresa King at (502) 564-4394 or Teresa.King@education.ky.gov.



ACT QUALITYCORE SURVEY COMING THIS WEEK (DAC Action Required)
To ensure a successful QualityCore online testing experience, ACT is collecting information to help project the anticipated online volume. The information collection process will take approximately 2-5 minutes per school to complete and will help protect the testing environment throughout the test window.

DACs will receive an e-mail titled Online Assessment Form — please complete by April 15 from surveys@qualtrics.act.org this week. The e-mail will contain a link to an Online Assessment Form. All DACs, including those with schools administering paper/pencil testing, are asked to do one of two things:

1. Report all online QualityCore testing planned for spring:
· Report the number of students testing in each session. Schools administering paper/pencil will need to enter zero. If a student will be taking tests for multiple tests in the morning only report them as one student. If they will be taking tests in both the morning and afternoon report it as one student in each time slot (morning and afternoon).
· Report test time as morning or afternoon, not the hour of the session. OR
1. Delegate this reporting responsibility to BACs.


The deadline for DACs or BACs to complete the QualityCore 2015 Online Assessment Form is Wednesday, April 15.

For questions, please contact QualityCore Customer Support 866-764-7228.

ACT WORKKEYS
Online Testing
Online Testing – KDE testing window ends March 31.You can retest at any time; however, initial testing for ACT WorkKeys ends March 31.Instructions are below for retesting.

Paper Testing
Week of April 6:	The designated school contact person for ACT WorkKeys will receive an e-mail with a website link, user name and password from ACT WorkKeys.
Week of April 13:	The designated school contact person for ACT WorkKeys will receive an e-mail from ACT WorkKeys that paper-testing scores are ready for viewing. They will need to go to the website link and use their user name/password that they received from ACT WorkKeys. Scores are posted for only ten calendar days, so it is extremely important to access the scores as soon as you are notified they are ready.

To Interpret Scores
You will take the minimum Level Score of all three tests.
If the minimum is 3 (on all three tests), the student did not meet benchmark and did not earn a National Career Ready Certificate
If the minimum is 4 (on all three tests), the student earned a Silver Level Certificate
If the minimum is 5 (on all three tests), the student earned a Gold Level Certificate
If the minimum is 6 (on all three tests), the student earned a Platinum Level Certificate
 
Of those who take ACT WorkKeys, the national average is
47% will earn Silver Level Certificate
18% will earn Gold Level Certificate
  1% will earn Platinum Level Certificate

Process for Retesting For Paper Testing and WKIV Online Testing
You can retest until the end of the school year; however, KDE are asking all schools to retest by April 30, for KDE to get the certificates out in time for awards night/graduation and for the results to be imported to TEDS. This will be a short turn-around time for getting scores for paper testing and ordering retests. If you retest after April 30 (which is fine), there is no guarantee that we will be able to get the certificates out in time for those students or have the retest(s) results in TEDS. If later than April 30, go into TEDS and manually enter the retest result.
 
To order retests for paper testing, you will need to order using the attached National Order Form. You will need to include your school for billing/shipping. You will put the quantity needed in the Retesting column. Each retest is $6.50. The student only needs to retest on the individual ACT WorkKeys test for improvement, such as Locating Information. They do not need to take all three tests again.


For retesting online, you will need to create a registration for the retest. To do this, go to User Management, Find Student, Click Edit, Click on Registration Tab, Click Create, Click on the Test the student is going to retake, Click on Submit, Click the drop down box on Financial Profile – WorkKeys Education, click on Submit. Then, you will need to Authorize the test right before the student is ready to take it. *KDE will send the school an invoice for retesting costs. Each retest is $6.50. The student only needs to retest on the individual ACT WorkKeys test for improvement, such as Locating Information. They do not need to take all three tests again.

For more information about ACT WorkKeys, contact Angie Fischer at angie.fischer@education.ky.gov, or (502) 564-4286, ext. 4236.


ALTERNATE K-PREP ATTAINMENT TASKS MATERIALS SHIPPING FOR WINDOW 2 (April 6-10)
Districts will receive materials sometime during the week of April 6-10. Any district who reported conflicting dates for the week of April 6 will receive materials the week of April 13. Upon receipt, District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) may disperse materials to the school Building Assessment Coordinator (BAC), who may then share them with teachers to make any needed adaptations for their students before testing begins. Any teacher planning to administer the tasks must have reviewed the combined Overview/Attainment Tasks training and completed the online quiz. A list of materials expected to arrive in districts can be found below. For additional questions regarding materials, please contact Tina Buster or Trina Johnson at (859) 257-7672.

REVISED 2014 BASELINES AND 2015 GOALS AVAILABLE FOR QUALITY CONTROL (QC) (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) (repeat Special DAC E-Mail Wednesday, March 17)
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) originally released for QC the 2014 Baselines and 2015 Goals on January 20. The original release created a new percentile rank based on final 2014 data with changes incorporated. In essence, the new percentile rank provided a “re-norming” of the accountability system.  

After the QC release, Dr. Holliday spoke with several superintendents who asked KDE to review whether the percentile rank could be locked to 2013 to provide stability in the reporting. You may remember the original design of the accountability system is to have a five-year lock. OAA researched the issue and found that the 2013 rank modified to remove science could be used. Dr. Holliday announced on the February 24 Superintendents’ Webcast that OAA would revise the 2014 Baselines and 2015 Goals and re-release them. For background, you may wish to review the first 18 minutes of the February 24 Superintendents’ Webcast here. The webcast begins with a discussion of accountability regulations, and then moves to the 2015 AMOs locked to the 2013 percentile. To access the slides used in the webcast, click PowerPoint (PDF). These same slides and video webcast were also released as part of the February DAC training.

The revised baselines and goals released in this e-mail required OAA to complete the following key procedures. 
1. Changes for 2014-15 are applied to the final 2014 data for Next-Generation Learners and Program Review to generate an overall score for a new baseline.
0. Remove science from elementary and middle school data and from the alternate assessment data at all levels (elementary, middle and high). Note: Some high schools will see some minor changes because of the removal of Alternate Assessment (ALT) Science, but the removal of high school alternate assessment/ alternate K-PREP scores did not impact the state.  
0. Generate 2014 overall scores for new and reconfigured schools based on the current school population. 
0. Add the new K-3 program review to Arts and Humanities, Practical Living/Career Studies and Writing. 

1. The new combined overall scores are compared to the modified 2013 percentile distribution with science removed from the percentile. 
1. Identify the overall scores associated with Proficient (70th percentile) and Distinguished (90th percentile) classifications and School/District of Distinction (95th percentile) label. 
1. With associated scores locked to the percentile, theoretically, 100% of schools could achieve the Proficient or Distinguished cut score. 
1. The revised percentiles are shared with the baselines during the QC review. The percentile rank reported in fall 2015 will be based on this same association of baseline to percentile.

1. An individual Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) goal is set for the state and each school and district for the 2014-15 school year.
2. The AMO improvement goal process has not changed. 
2. Schools and districts at or above the 70th percentile must improve the Overall Score by a half-point (.5). 
2. Schools and districts at the 69th percentile and below must improve the Overall Score by one point (1).  
2. The School Report Cards for 2014 are considered final. They will NOT be changed to reflect new percentiles or baseline data. The revised percentiles and baseline data will appear in the School Report Cards for 2015.

As always, OAA is committed to data accuracy. The combined data and AMOs are provided to DACs to review and highlight systemic issues before the data are shared publicly in Open House on the KDE website. 

LIMITED SHARING DURING QUALITY CONTROL
During Quality Control, issues may be identified and data may change. Therefore, it is important that DACs limit the discussion of data during quality control. DACs may discuss with local leadership and educators, but please do not discuss in public meetings or with the media until the data has been finalized and posted to the KDE website.

The DAC quality control of combined data and 2015 AMO goals and timelines will be discussed in Dr. Holliday’s Next Superintendents’ Webcast on March 19. DACs will want to share the information and data from this Special DAC E-Mail with their superintendents.

LAYOUT OF SPREADSHEET
Data for all schools and districts are in the attached spreadsheet. The spreadsheet includes all A1 schools with grades 3 and above and all districts.  

The spreadsheet has three tabs:

1. Summary tab provides for Learners and Program Review the total score or points and weighted score (with 77% and 23% applied). It also provides the combined overall score and the 2015 AMO goal. The final column has any notes related to the reconfiguration for a school. If the school has changed its service area, but meets the definition to remain stable for data reporting, the word “Stable” will appear in the Column M note. 

An important note: Kentucky regulation does not allow values in the accountability system to exceed 100. Values over 100 are capped at 100.

Column H shows an extra calculation required in the Program Review area—total points added from the four individual program reviews at the elementary level are divided by 32, the number required for proficient performance. Eight (8) is the Proficient cut score for each Program Review. There are four Program Reviews, so 32 is the number needed for Proficient with the four areas combined (8 x 4=32). For schools that do not complete the K-3 Program Review, the three individual reviews are divided by 24.

Column K shows the 2015 AMO Goal. AMO in fall 2015 is based on improvement of the combined overall score. For schools and districts at or above the Proficient cut, the goal is .5. For those below Proficient, the goal is 1 point. 
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1. Detail tab provides points and weighted score for Learners’ components (Achievement, Gap, Growth, College and Career Readiness and Graduation Rate) and Program Review components (Arts and Humanities, Practical Living and Career Studies, Writing and K-3). The final columns under this tab (X, Y and Z) show the combined data.
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1. Overall Cut Scores tab provides the 2015 Locked Overall Accountability Cut Scores required at Elementary, Middle, High and District levels to achieve the classification of Proficient, Distinguished and School/District of Distinction.
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QUALITY CONTROL CHECKS FOR DACS
· Confirm that all A1 schools, with grade 3 and above, that are operating in the 2014-15 school year, are included.

· Compare the Learners data for Growth, CCR and Graduation Rate in the spreadsheet (under Detail tab) to data in the current School Report Card (SRC) on the KDE website. The Achievement and Gap data will not match the current School Report Card because of the removal of science. The accountability calculator can be used to generate Learners scores to check the spreadsheet. The most recent accountability calculator (version 6) is available here. 

· Compare the points for each individual Program Review in the spreadsheet to the current School Report Card on the KDE website. The Program Review tab of the SRC contains data for each program review, including K-3.

· Double-check the calculation for Program Review.
· Do the points for each individual Program Review added together match the Program Review total points in the spreadsheet?
· Does the Program Review total score match the total points divided by 32 for schools and districts that produce four Program Reviews (i.e., elementary level)? Schools that only conduct three Program Reviews divide by 24.

· Review the accuracy of any reconfiguration notes for schools with changed service boundaries (scores for Learners and Program Review should match the KDE website for schools without any notes and for those schools identified as reconfigured, but stable).

REPORTING ISSUES
Any issues with the combined data and AMO goals must be reported to OAA by 5:00 p.m. ET on Monday, March 23 by e-mail (kdeassessment@education.ky.gov). Specific data questions about a school or district may be directed to this general e-mail box.

If you have questions about the process, please e-mail Rhonda Sims at rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov or contact the Division of Support and Research at 502-564-4394.

[Spreadsheet has been removed for security purposes. Please see original e-mail for the spreadsheet.]
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DAC/BAC CERTIFICATION OF PROPER TEST ADMINISTRATION FORMS (repeat) 
At the close of the summative test window, the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) needs confirmation that proper testing has occurred. Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs) should complete the BAC Certification form and submit to their District Assessment Coordinator (DAC). DACs will need to complete the DAC Certification form and submit to KDE, no later than two weeks after completion of their district’s testing window.




UPDATED K-PREP TEST BLUEPRINT (repeat)
The most recent blueprint is available here and from the K-PREP page. There are two changes to the blueprint for Science and On-Demand Writing (ODW).

· The Science section reflects that the science assessment is based on the SAT 10 and will not be included in accountability, though the science scores are reported per federal guidelines.

· The ODW assessment changes from year-to-year so that all students have the opportunity to write to different modes. During ODW test administration, students choose one of two stand-alone prompts, and complete one mandatory passage-based prompt. ODW assessments are based on the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS) which are the common core state standards for English Language Arts (ELA). The ODW section was reformatted to better display that all modes of writing may be assessed with either prompt.


TEST WINDOWS IN SDRR (DAC Action Required) (repeat)
Test Windows are now being collected from DACs through April 15. Calendar information is being pulled from Infinite Campus (IC) on Fridays. If the earliest possible start date is still incorrect on Monday, please e-mail KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov with the details.

ACT ROSTER IN STUDENT DATA REVIEW AND ROSTERS (SDRR) DEADLINE EXTENDED (repeat)
OAA appreciates the efforts of schools and districts to make corrections to student information on the ACT roster in SDRR. Due to the impact of inclement weather, the ACT roster will remain open until 5:00 p.m. EDT Wednesday, April 8 for new change requests to be submitted. OAA also asks that districts take a moment to review any open change requests in SDRR, and resolve them by 5:00 p.m. EDT Friday, April 10. Any change requests which are not resolved by that time will be denied.

METRITECH DATA VALIDATION WINDOW FOR ACCESS FOR ELLs®/ ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLs® (repeat)
The MetriTech Data Validation window opens on March 24 and will close on April 3. This gives EL districts one last look at demographic data and allows corrections before the ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® reports are printed and shipped on April 20. DACs will receive an e-mail from MetriTech with the URL link before the window opens.

SDRR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTING—2015 Four-Year, 2014 Five-Year, 2013 Six-Year and 2016, 2017 and 2018 Preliminary Cohort Reports (repeat) 
Four reports have been added to the existing Cohort Listings in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Along with 2015 Four-Year and 2014 Five-Year, there is now a 2013 Six-Year as well as 2016-18 preliminary reports. These new reports are for review only. To access the new reports, navigate to https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/ and choose the Cohort Student Listing.

The SDRR Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Student Listing user manual can be downloaded at http://education.ky.gov/AA/DISTSUPP/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx.

At this time, the data displayed in SDRR is just for viewing purposes only, so the ability to submit change requests is not available. Currently data that is incorrect must be corrected in the local district’s Infinite Campus (IC). The ability to submit change requests in SDRR will be available after the end of the school year, which is July 31. This data will be refreshed once a week and any changes made between Monday and Friday will be reflected the following Monday.

TESTING REMINDER/TIP OF THE WEEK
Administration Code
Be sure seating charts reflect the room arrangement and seating assignment. For makeup sessions, be sure to include the room location, as it may be different than what is recorded on the SRB. 


Inclusion of Special Populations
Scribing accommodation: Scribes are to record word for word what the student says. Scribes shall format, capitalize and punctuate as directed by student. The finished product is to be reviewed by the student and edits made as directed. 
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