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IMPORTANT DATES 
Feb. 13-Apr.10:	ACCESS 2.0 Field Test Window
Mar. 4-Apr. 10:	ACT Rosters in SDRR (Close April 8 for new changes; April 10 for pending changes) 
Mar. 24-Apr. 3:	MetriTech Data Validation Window for ACCESS for ELLs®/ Alternate ACCESS for ELLs®
Mar. 30-June 3:	Order Additional K-PREP Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) in PearsonAccess
Mar. 30-June 12:	EOC Test Window #5
Apr. 6-10:	Receipt of Alternate K-PREP Attainment Task Materials for Window 2
Apr. 15:	Deadline for Entry of Test Window Dates in SDRR
	Deadline for QualityCore 2015 Online Assessment Form



QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	What is the DEADLINE to enter the spring testing windows in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application? (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) 

A:  There are approximately 65 districts needing to enter their spring testing window start dates in SDRR. Since the earliest possible start date is based on the School Calendar in Infinite Campus (IC), the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is pulling that information every Monday morning and updating the available dates in SDRR. 

Because the April 15 deadline falls in the middle of the week, it is crucial that DACs either enter the spring testing windows this week (before April 13) (the preferred option), or at a minimum, ensure that the school calendars in IC are up to date so that the information can be entered in SDRR by April 15. 

	The testing windows can be entered on the home page of SDRR, and the earliest possible start date is clearly visible. If the available dates in SDRR are not correct but IC calendars are correct, please e-mail KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov. 


2014 BASELINES AND 2015 AMO GOALS AVAILABLE PUBLICLY IN OPEN HOUSE
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) appreciates DACs completing the Quality Control (QC) process (March 17-23) for the revised 2014 Baselines and 2015 AMO Goals. This QC did NOT highlight any issues with the file shared by Special DAC E-mail on March 17. The percentile column has been removed and a public file generated. The file is available here on the web at KDE Open House under the sub-tabs of Supplemental Data and Accountability.   

If you have questions about the process, please e-mail Rhonda Sims at rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov or contact the Division of Support and Research at 502-564-4394.

KINDERGARTEN READINESS PRIOR SETTINGS REPORT
The purpose of the Kindergarten Readiness Prior Settings report is to provide information on early childhood experiences of kindergarten students screened in a Kentucky public school district. The information is reported by district and aggregated by prior setting provider (e.g., child care, Head Start, preschool, and other providers). The information may be used in conversations with providers about best practices and curriculum for incoming kindergarten students.

Data represents the readiness level by district where students were screened, not necessarily the school or district where the students enrolled. Data includes only first time Kindergarten (K) students who have a Kindergarten Readiness result and were enrolled anytime during the screening window. Families report early learning prior setting providers to the local school district; therefore, due to self-reporting, this information may be incomplete or have some inaccuracies. Results should not be used to evaluate or rank prior setting facilities and should be shared only with educators within the public schools and prior setting facilities. This report is for district use only and should not be publically distributed. 

Typically, small counts are suppressed to protect student identification; however, since this report is only available to districts that provided data, the small counts are listed as <10 without actual counts. If this reporting becomes public in future years, additional suppression of data will be necessary.

The Kindergarten Readiness Prior Settings Report is now available for DACs to download data at: 
 
https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/
 
	 
	Kindergarten Readiness %

	District
Code
	District Name
(Where student tested)
	Early Learning Prior Setting Provider Name
	Prior Setting Category
	Number Tested
	Not Ready
	   Ready   



Note:  Student detail for prior screenings can be pulled from Infinite Campus using the Kindergarten Screen Data with Prior Settings ad hoc published to districts in the State Reporting Ad Hoc folder. This data is only available in Campus by enrolled district so there will be differences between the ad hoc and the report that is by tested district.  
 
Questions regarding Kindergarten Readiness or Prior Settings can be addressed to Melody Cooper at melody.cooper@education.ky.gov or by calling (502) 564-7056.

ACCESS FOR ELLS® 2.0 WEBINARS
To help prepare educators and technology coordinators for the transition to the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 online assessment that will be operational in the 2015-16 school year, WIDA has scheduled the following two webinars:

April 24  
Time: 2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. CST
Title: ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Live Q & A Session 
Topics: Updated information about the transition to ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 and the new ordering process allowing time to answer any questions during the second half of the webinar.
Link to Webinar:  https://wida.webex.com/wida/onstage/g.php?d=668275982&t=a 


May 1  
Time: 2:00p.m.–3:00p.m. CST
Title: Technology Coordinators Webinar
Topics: Steps Technology Coordinators will need to take prior to and the day testing begins in their state.
Link to WebEx:   https://wida.webex.com/wida/onstage/g.php?d=667053093&t=a

These webinar opportunities will not require prior registration. Both webinars will also be recorded and posted to the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Test Prep Resources https://www.wida.us/assessment/access20-prep.aspx. For any questions or for more information contact Meredith Alt, ASSETS Project Manager at WIDA, at mlalt@wisc.edu.


ACT EXPLORE/PLAN 2015-16
The dates for ACT Explore/Plan testing have been set for September 14-25. The online ordering system will open during the summer. Information and step-by-step directions will be provided in a future DAC Monday E-Mail.

WEB-BASED ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS
DACs and other district/school staff are required to use a number of different electronic systems to manage testing. OAA has updated a reference document to assist with the purpose of each system and contact information for accessing the system.




EILA HOURS AVAILABLE FOR FEBRUARY DAC TRAININGS COMPLETED IN DISTRICT 
Due to inclement weather, several scheduled February DAC trainings had to be cancelled. OAA has provided training videos for each topic along with the PowerPoints to assist district and school staff with spring testing. Additional February 2015 DAC Meeting handouts are available under Assessment and Accountability/Meetings and Trainings on the KDE website here. 

In order to receive EILA credit for staff who were unable to attend a face-to-face meeting, the DAC must validate that the trainings have been completed by local staff and submit the attached spreadsheet below along with the training sign in sheet to Teresa King at Teresa.king@education.ky.gov. 




ACT CHANGE REQUESTS IN SDRR TO BE RESOLVED (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
There are currently 69 change requests for The ACT which need to be resolved – additional information is needed for OAA staff to approve or deny. All DACs are asked to check SDRR as shown in the screenshots below, and to ensure that all change requests are resolved by 5:00 p.m. EDT on April 10. Any change requests which are not finalized by that deadline will be denied, but may be requested later during data review if needed.
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OPTING OUT OF COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS AND TESTING INFORMATION (repeat from March 30 Monday Superintendent E-Mail) 
Opting-out of Common Core State Standards and testing is NOT an option. As part of the campaign against the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and standardized testing, national pundits are urging parents to sign an opt-out form and submit it to their child’s school. In Kentucky, schools and districts are not permitted to honor a parent’s request to opt-out of CCSS (KCAS) or statewide testing. 

Students may only be excused from statewide assessments upon completion and approval of the Medical Non-participation Form or Extraordinary Circumstances Non-participation Form. Both forms can be found at: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Forms.aspx.  

Attached is guidance from the Kentucky Department of Education’s Office of Guiding Support Services and General Counsel concerning the legal reasons students may not opt out of standards-based instruction or testing. In addition, we are including another attachment that is a more simplified version, which you may want to distribute to those who are seeking an opt-out for their child (ren).





STUDENT DATA REVIEW AND ROSTERS (SDRR) CONTACT LIST (repeat)
The document below provides a helpful list of SDRR contacts. It provides you with information on who to contact depending on your particular needs.



KOSSA (repeat)
Online Testing – KDE testing window ends March 31. Schools will have access to KOSSA results April 16. An e-mail will be sent to KOSSA Test Coordinators prior to the release of results with information on what reports are available and how to generate the reports. Certificates will ship to KOSSA Coordinators by May 8.  

Students must earn a score of 70 on the KOSSA to receive a certificate and meet the Technical component of Career Readiness.

For more information about KOSSA, contact Pamela Moore at pamela.moore@education.ky.gov, or (502) 564-4286, ext. 4215.


ACT WORKKEYS (repeat)
Online Testing
Online Testing – KDE testing window ends March 31. You can retest at any time after this date; however, initial testing for ACT WorkKeys ends March 31. Instructions are below for retesting.

Paper Testing
Week of April 6:	The designated school contact person for ACT WorkKeys will receive an e-mail with a website link, username and password from ACT WorkKeys.
Week of April 13:	The designated school contact person for ACT WorkKeys will receive an e-mail from ACT WorkKeys that paper-testing scores are ready for viewing. They will need to go to the website link and use their username/password that they received from ACT WorkKeys. Scores are posted for only ten calendar days, so it is extremely important to access the scores as soon as you are notified they are ready.

To Interpret Scores
Attached is a conversion chart that shows scale scores and level scores.  


You will take the minimum Level Score of all three tests.
If the minimum is 3 (on all three tests), the student did not meet benchmark and did not earn a National Career Ready Certificate
If the minimum is 4 (on all three tests), the student earned a Silver Level Certificate
If the minimum is 5 (on all three tests), the student earned a Gold Level Certificate
If the minimum is 6 (on all three tests), the student earned a Platinum Level Certificate
 
Of those who take ACT WorkKeys, the national average is
47% will earn Silver Level Certificate
18% will earn Gold Level Certificate
  1% will earn Platinum Level Certificate

Upcoming Webinar:  Understanding and Using WorkKeys Scores
Date:				Wednesday, April 1, 2:30 p.m.-4 p.m. ET
Abstract of webinar:	The webinar will include information about how students can use their scores, whether they are planning on entering the workforce immediately after school or if they are going to college first. The webinar will also touch on the Occupational Profiles Database where students can input their scores and see which jobs align with those skills. This webinar is a national webinar and not specific for Kentucky. EILA credit is available for this webinar.

How to register: 		https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/100000000062996317;jsessionid=abcuUakp45J4AgBO9LwXu    

Process for Retesting For Paper Testing and WKIV Online Testing:
You can retest until the end of the school year; however, schools are asked to retest by April 30, in order for KDE to get the certificates out in time for awards night/graduation and for the results to be imported to TEDS. For paper testing, this will be a short turn-around time for getting scores for and ordering retests. If you retest after April 30 (which is fine), there is no guarantee that we will be able to get the certificates out in time for those students or have the retest(s) results in TEDS. If later than April 30, you will need to go into TEDS and manually enter the retest result. 

To order retests for paper testing, you will need to order using the attached National Order Form. You will need to include your school for billing/shipping. You will put the quantity needed in the Retesting column. Each retest is $6.50. The student only needs to retest on the individual ACT WorkKeys test for improvement, such as Locating Information. They do not need to take all three tests again. Your school is responsible for shipping the materials back to ACT WorkKeys, along with the shipping costs.  


For retesting online, you will need to create a registration for the retest. To do this, go to User Management, Find Student, Click Edit, Click on Registration Tab, Click Create, Click on the Test the student is going to retake, Click on Submit, Click the drop down box on Financial Profile – WorkKeys Education, click on Submit. Then, you will need to Authorize the test right before the student is ready to take it. *KDE will send the school an invoice for retesting costs. Each retest is $6.50. The student only needs to retest on the individual ACT WorkKeys test for improvement, such as Locating Information. They do not need to take all three tests again.

National Career Readiness Certificates: 
Certificates are being e-mailed to the school contact person on an ongoing basis. The bulk of certificates will be emailed to the school contact person in mid/late April, except for retests after this. Certificates for retests will be e-mailed on a weekly basis after April 30. It is up to the school to print the certificates on a color printer/nice paper and to distribute them at awards night or graduation. Congratulations on the certificates earned.  

For more information about ACT WorkKeys, contact Angie Fischer at angie.fischer@education.ky.gov, or (502) 564-4286, ext. 4236.

TESTING REMINDER/TIP OF THE WEEK
Administration Code
Notify the BAC immediately if a student has answered the items in the test booklet, but failed to get the answers recorded in the SRB.

Inclusion of Special Populations
Changes to an IEP/504 Plan go into effect immediately upon signing the paperwork even if that is during the testing window. The appropriate accommodations shall be provided for the student during the next scheduled testing session.

Check to make sure accommodations listed for a student are accurate before beginning a testing session.
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Click here to navigate to the open change requests that
require additional information from you. Your number will
be different, however. If this number is anything other
than zero, please click on it and follow the instructions on
page 18 of the SDRR manual to update the change
request and provide the information requested by OAA.
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