Division of Support and Research
Monday DAC E-Mail
July 6, 2015

IMPORTANT DATES
June 15-July 17:	EOC Test Window #6
July 27: 	Deadline for BAC and DAC Nomination Forms Submission
July 29:	KAAC New DAC Training
July 31:	Cohort - Deadline for Entry of Correct End Status and Diploma Type in IC for Summer Graduates


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q: What updates are planned for the 2015-16 state assessment and accountability measures?

A: From the June 29, 2015 Superintendent E-mail clip from Commissioner Holliday on assessment and accountability updates:

Testing 2015-16
1. Kentucky is cancelling the fall 2015 administration of ACT Explore (grade 8) and ACT Plan (grade 10) assessments. These assessments have been phased out by ACT, Inc. No new test forms are available for the Kentucky September 2015 administration. The 2015 test form will repeat the 2014 form. Test security for the form and specific items is questionable and raises concerns about the use of the test results from a 2015 administration. Also, the Transition Attainment Record for alternate assessment students at grade 8 and 10 will be cancelled.
1. ACT announced recently that it is also phasing out the Compass assessment; however, Compass will remain available for Kentucky for the 2015-16 school year.
1. In spring 2016, Kentucky’s science assessments will use the same process as the spring 2015 science assessments. To meet federal testing requirements, students will take a science Norm-Referenced Test in grades 4 and 7, but the results will not be included in accountability. High school students will continue to take the Biology End-of-Course assessment. As in 2014-15, high school results remain part of accountability. Alternate assessment students will take science assessments at elementary, middle and high school levels, results will not be included in accountability. As Kentucky works toward a new assessment based on the Kentucky Academic Standards in Science (KAS Science), please continue to support teachers in the classroom implementation of the new standards.

OAA will be working with stakeholders on the implementation of changes moving forward. If you have questions about these updates, please contact Associate Commissioner Rhonda Sims by e-mail or by phone at (502) 564-2256.


WORKKEYS DATA IN THE TECHNICAL EDUCATION DATABASE SYSTEM (TEDS) (repeat)
Since the data has been imported into TEDS, the next step is to run a class list report in TEDS to make certain the data results are correct and have all been imported. Based on the report results, do the following:

If the student SSID number was not used or the student is not enrolled in TEDS, the results for these students did not import. Please manually enter the results.

If a student was enrolled at another school (but is listed inactive at your school), you will still see the WorkKeys result for this student. The results will appear at every school the student was enrolled at, even though you may not have tested him/her at your school. Please do not change/delete these results in this case.

The Career portion of CCR accountability is pulled from TEDS; therefore, it is extremely important for you to check the WorkKeys results in TEDS. Results may be manually changed or entered, if needed. Data in TEDS will lock on September 1. However, please remember if you do not see results that you think are accurate - there may be other factors to consider, such as students could have tested/retested at other sites, tested in different school years, or retested after the import file was created. If you find discrepancies and want KDE to check further, please e-mail Angie Fischer at angie.fischer@education.ky.gov.

2014-15 GRADUATES- END STATUS FOR COHORT AND CCR (repeat)
Please review Infinite Campus to ensure that graduates have the correct end status and diploma type entered for all 2014-15 graduates. The deadline for entering this information is June 30 for spring graduates and July 31 for summer graduates. Meeting these deadlines will ensure that on-time regular high school diploma recipients are counted positively toward the adjusted cohort graduation rate as well as correct reporting of College and Career Readiness (CCR).

KAAC CONFERENCE CALL FOR PRESENTERS (repeat)
Thinking about presenting at the 2015 Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) conference? If your session is selected for the conference, the registration fee is waived. Please apply by Friday, July 24. The KAAC Conference, otherwise known as the Scott Trimble Assessment Workshop, will occur October 19-20 at the Galt House in Louisville.

Possible topic ideas could include anything under the Unbridled Learning Accountability System:
1. Achievement
1. Gap
1. Growth
1. College/Career Readiness
1. Graduation Rate
1. Program Review
1. Next Generation Professionals

KAAC is specifically interested in practitioners sharing with other practitioners.
1. What strategies are producing results for your school or district?
1. What are your lessons learned and/or next steps in implementation?
1. How are you building capacity for change and supporting staff along the way?

Some specific topics could include:
1. Science Standards
1. MAP
1. Arts Standards
1. EOCs
1. Inclusion Regulation
1. Program Reviews (World Language)
1. Gap
1. ACCESS 2.0
1. Student Growth Goals
1. ESL/Growth Reports
1. Infinite Campus reports for DACs

Please complete the form at Request to be a Presenter on the KAAC.org website.

COHORT END-OF-YEAR REPORTING STEPS (repeat)
The training materials from the KSIS End-of-Year Training Session 1.7 – Cohort End-of-Year Reporting are available at the following links:
Video / PowerPoint Presentation (pdf format) / (PowerPoint format)

Please review Infinite Campus to ensure that graduates have the correct end status and diploma type entered for all 2014-15 graduates. The deadline for entering this information is June 30 for spring graduates and July 31 for summer graduates. Meeting these deadlines will ensure that on-time regular high school diploma recipients are counted positively toward the adjusted cohort graduation rate. 

Questions concerning the Cohort End-of-Year Reporting may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Lync, or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Lync.

NOTIFYING OAA OF DAC CHANGES (repeat)
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has made changes to the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) information collection process. If you are a new DAC, please notify your WAAPOC (Web Application Administrator Point of Contact) who will enter you into the Person Role Manager, and delete the role of the former DAC. Once these steps are complete, OAA will receive notification that there has been a change in the DAC position. Additionally, new DACs and existing DACs with changes to contact information will need to complete the Survey Monkey. Please see attachment for link to the Survey Monkey.
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